
THE APPALACHIAN 

WATER PROJECT 
A piece of history. 
When: A hundred years ago 
Where: McDowell County, WV 
One of the Wealthiest communities In the nationl 
FAST FORWARD 

Today: 

,. 

Many of the folks here don"t have access to,,clean running water. 
WHY? 

( 
100 year old failing water pipes 
contamination from local mines \ The collapse of the economy 

DigDeep is bringing clean, running water to hundreds of 
families right now • some for the first time ever. 

Residents guide our efforts; local staff serve their neighbors; and we 
work in partnership with local government and water utilities, with 

capacity-building in mind. 
DigDeep will bring clean running water to 150 families in 2021. 

. "People thin.k water is just ... 
something. No, it's everything.

If 'you don't have ·it, you're--at a 
ta al loss." - , -Tina, McDowell County

Resident
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Hope 

A generous person will be enriched, 
    and one who gives water will get water. 

Proverbs 11:25 

What happens when we begin to look for ways to be generous and 
offer what we can so that others may flourish? What happens when 
we look for ways to give water to refresh, restore, and renew life? 
What happens and what we find is that we are offering hope, 
embracing hope, and living in the midst of hope, not just ours, but 
hope for all God’s people. 

Rev. Brad Davis is one of our United Methodist pastors serving in 
McDowell County where he sees need, but also sees hope that is 
deeply connected to faith. Drawing from what United Methodists 
believe, as stated in our Social Principles, Rev. Davis reminds us 
and challenges us to remember “all creation is the Lord’s, and we 
(humanity) are responsible for the ways in which we use and abuse 
it…God has granted us stewardship of creation. We should meet 
these stewardship duties through acts of loving care and respect. 
This is our role and responsibility to this home that God has given 
us as a gift – a gift that must be nurtured and lovingly cared for – 
respected to the 
utmost.” 

When we respond to our faith and the call of God to learn more 
about what it means for our brothers and sisters to live without 
access to clean water and look for ways to help, really help, we are 
offering hope to this world.  

How is God calling us to offer hope through giving the gift of 
water? 
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