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Partnerships 
 

…and let the one who believes in me drink.  
As the scripture has said, “Out of the believer’s heart   

shall flow rivers of living water.” 
John 7:38 

 
 
What happens when believers come together to work on ways to 
help others flourish? Partnerships form! 
 
United Methodists in Southern West Virginia have formed a 
partnership with Dig Deep, a human rights nonprofit serving the 
2.2 million+ Americans without the sinks, bathtubs, or toilets. 
According to their website at digdeep.org, they have worked with 
communities to bring hot and cold running water into homes. They 
also work in research, advocacy, and workforce development all 
with the goal of closing the “water gap.” 
 
Dig Deep reports that there are millions of homes that still do not 
have running water or a toilet. Families in Central Appalachia are 
some of the hardest hit. Dig Deep in partnership with United 
Methodists in McDowell County are working to bring hot and cold 
running water to homes of many families in McDowell County and 
beyond.  
 
What happens when partnerships form? Excitement happens. Are 
you excited to be a part of this project in our communities in 
Southern West Virginia? How shall rivers of living water flow out 
of our believer’s hearts? 
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There is an ancient story  
of a hummingbird,  
and it is about how  
we react to a crisis. 

Right now,  
we face a water  

and sanitation crisis.  
Do we stand and stare? 

Or, do we act? 

 
 
‘One day in the forest, a fire broke out. All the animals ran for their 
lives. They stood at the edge of the blaze, looking at the flames in 
terror and sadness. Up above their heads, a hummingbird was 
flying back and forth to the fire, over and over again. 
 
The bigger animals asked the hummingbird what she was doing. 
“I am flying to the lake to get water to help put out the fire.” 
The animals laughed at her and said, “You can’t put out this fire!” 
The hummingbird replied, “I’m doing what I can.”’ 

The hummingbird is helping solve the problem, one drop at a time. 
She is being the change she wants to see in the world. 
 
You can be a hummingbird, too. 
 
The actions you take, no matter how small, will help solve the 
water crisis. 
 
World Clean Water Day is March 22nd, how will you respond? 
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