
March 2, 2023 

Celebrate Forgiveness! 
Psalm 32 

 
9 Do not be like the horse or the mule, which have no understanding but must be controlled 

by bit and bridle or they will not come to you.  10 Many are the woes of the wicked, but the 

Lord’s unfailing love surrounds the one who trusts in him. Psalms 32:9-10 (NIV) 

 

I’m not a Psalms kind of guy.  Poetry isn’t my strong suit.  Sure, I really like some of the Psalms 

but…. So, when this Psalms 32 came my way, I sighed.  But all is good. 

 

As I read Psalms 32 for the 10th  time, a memory came to me of a description from a good friend 

talking about a Holy Communion service, maybe at Annual Conference, many years ago.   

 

The start of the Communion liturgy was solemn and dark with all the celebrants in black robes, 

somber stoles, walking slowly up the aisle to heavy, oppressive, dirge-like organ accompaniment in 

a minor key.   

 

Lights were low and the sanctuary dimly lit.  The Communion Liturgy started in sad, monotoned 

voices.  The oppression was physical.   

 

Then came the line, “In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!” and the people responded “In 

the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!” 

 

The black robes were thrown off revealing white robes and colorful, butterfly embroidered stoles; 

the organ soared into How Great Thou Art; the lights came up and there were hugs, dancing around 

the Chancel and general celebration.  I’d like to have seen that.   

 

It’s not that hard to be like a mule and stubbornly resist the bit – or the freedom that God’s Grace 

offers.  The price is high:  admitting being wrong, asking forgiveness, trying to do better.  God 

gives us the free will to be stubborn and then stands by us through thick and thin to offer peace 

through grace. 

 

Jesus offered the pattern for Holy Communion in the Last Supper, before those dark hours in 

Gethsemane, before Pilate and on the cross.   

 

The celebration and wonder of Easter morning and the celebration of those who followed was 

beyond compare.  We continue in that celebration, together, in that common fellowship that 

stretches back 70+ generations.       

 

Prayer: Yes, Lord, I’m stubborn.  Help me see that freedom that your Grace provides and through 

your Grace find that freedom from the oppression of my wayward ways – and act on it.  Amen. 
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