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Are Ye Able? 

Isaiah 49: 1-7 

 
And he said to me, “You are my servant, Israel, in whom I will be glorified.” 4 But I said, “I have 
labored in vain; I have spent my strength for nothing and vanity; yet surely my cause is with the LORD 

and my reward with my God.” 

 

What a passage. I must admit that it can be a bit intimidating when you first read it. I know I was, and I 

thought maybe I should ask for something a little more transparent for my first attempt at a Lenten post. I kept 

thinking God chose this passage for me to share. There have been several quiet moments of reflection, prayer, 

and questioning if I was even up to this. This morning I read it again and got my AHA moment. What I was 

thinking and going through portrays the passage very well. 

 

God calls on us to be the voice -- the servant -- who shares the message. We, in turn, tend to shy away, look at 
our flaws or inadequacies, and even sometimes question the choice. Those tendencies are what we see, not 

God. He knows we can do it before we can ever imagine it ourselves. 

 

As a college basketball coach, you spend much of your time recruiting. You look at game films, see kids play 

at their high school or AAU games, and from that, you have to a decision to make.  

It is much easier when the kid is 6’2, can handle the ball, and shoots the lights out. Everybody sees that talent.  

 

Unfortunately, mid-major schools don’t usually get those kids. Finding the right player for your program takes 

some imagination. It takes a glimpse of what is possible to make you want to recruit that kid. Sometimes the 

player doesn’t know how good they can be yet.  

 

A mentor of mine would name a great player and say he saw a bit of that in the recruits he liked. They handled 

the pressure like Oscar Robertson or shot off the dribble like Larry Bird. This may be only one time, but it was 

a sign there was something there for us to look at.  

 

Once you signed the kid, it was also your job to bring that glimpse to life. I have been blessed to watch the 

progression of so many young players far exceed their own expectations. 

 

God is that ultimate coach who knows our potential and how to bring it out. He gave us each unique skills to 

use which, in turn, enable us to help others. Serving others can be as simple as saying hello, letting a person 

over in traffic, or having a friendly smile in the checkout line.  

 

The call can be greater, too; whatever God puts before you to do, realize He knows you can do it, even before 

you do. When we approach our day, seeking opportunities great and small to serve others, bring happiness, 

and share hope, then we are filled with a winning spirit like no other. 

 

I close with what has become a favorite hymn of mine, “Are Ye Able.” It rolls through my mind when God 

asks me to do something. When God calls your name to get into the game, the refrain is a great way to answer: 

“Lord, we are able. Our spirits are Thine. Remold them, make us, like Thee Divine. Thy guiding radiance 

above us shall be a beacon to God, to love and loyalty.” 

  

Prayer:  Dear God, you, Lord, have blessed me with gifts and talent that I cannot see myself. You have 
patiently molded me to be a servant for you and to others. Fill me, Lord, with the confidence that You have in 

me to serve all that cross my path and answer the call without hesitation. I thank you for making me part of 

your team.  Amen 
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