
December 1, 2022 
 

On Having Christ’s Attitude 
Philippians 2:6-11 

 
5 Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, Philippians 2:5  

 
Winston Churchill once said, “Attitude is a little thing that makes a big difference.” When the 
Apostle Paul wrote this letter to the church in Philippi, he was suffering from some sort of 
physical disability and chained in a Roman prison. Yet, even in these bleak circumstances, 
Paul’s example and joyful teaching is one of keeping Christ’s attitude of humility, love, and 
service.  
 
There is no season of the year in which this attitude of Christ is more universal than that of 
Advent and Christmas! 
 
This is what it says in the comment section for today’s scripture on page 1495 in my Wesley 
Study Bible: “The mind (attitude) of Christ is both the gift of God’s spirit …and the life of love for 
God and neighbor that the Spirit produces… In taking the form of a slave (servant) to serve 
others’ interests rather than his own, Christ ‘emptied himself of all but love’” [as John Wesley 
wrote]. Paul calls the people of Philippi – and us – to adopt Christ’s same attitude. 
 
For many years at Ruble Church in Wheeling, a bridge has been built with a local primary 
school. Every December, in what has become a traditional Advent way of preparing for the 
celebration of Jesus’ birth, disadvantaged children from this school are adopted by the 
congregation, and the requests of each child are fulfilled.  
 
This is but one way that the Ruble congregation adopts and maintains the “attitude that was in 
Christ Jesus” of humility, service, and love. What is done here is but a drop-in-the-bucket – a 
“little thing,” but oh what a “big difference” the attitude of Christ makes in the lives of these few 
children and their families! 
 
In this Advent season, may our Christ-like and joyful attitudes also be such as Paul writes, that 
“…at the name of Jesus [may] everyone … bow and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” 
  
Prayer:  Holy God, Father of the Humble One, help us to “empty ourselves of all but love” as we 
prepare for new life in Jesus in his coming to us in human form. Help us to always adopt and 
maintain the “attitude that was in Christ Jesus” – in the example of his life, death, and 
resurrection – of humility, service, and love. And help us, even through our little things, to make 
big differences for others in this Advent season and always. Amen. 
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