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And It Moved into the Neighborhood 
John 1:1-14 

The Word became flesh and blood and moved into the neighborhood. We saw the glory 
with our own eyes, the one-of-a-kind glory, like Father, like Son, Generous inside and 
out, true from start to finish. – John 1:14 

In a world that has been ravaged by everything from a global pandemic to nationwide infant 
formula shortages, it is easy to feel like we are living in a space in which God is not moving. In 
fact, we often feel as if the movement of the Holy Spirit is out of reach: that the movement of the 
Holy Spirit can only be truly felt and experienced by those who have the right gifts or can say 
the right words or are living the right life.  

The Word as it is made known to us in the first chapter of John has been moving within a world 
similar to the one we know best. The world of Jesus’s ancestors was no stranger to the pains of 
disease, resource shortages, and war. And just as our world has its many faults, God knew that 
this world too would not accept their Son with open and loving arms. But yet, this did not shake 
the movement that our loving Parent had planned in perfect detail from start to finish.  

Knowing the road that would lie ahead, the Son and the Word rolled up their sleeves and got to 
work. As Jesus moved into neighborhood after neighborhood, the Word followed closely behind 
and remained even after Jesus traveled to the next place. And just as our Parent God would 
have it, no place was left unchanged.  

In our daily lives, it is all too easy to pinpoint the places and spaces and people that we feel 
need the most fixing. We make it our mission to bring the movement and working of the Holy 
Spirit into them. The reality is that we must first stop. We must stop and see the glory of what 
the Word is already doing with our own eyes. The glory that is like Father, like Son, generous 
inside and out, true from start to finish.  

Amen. 

Prayer: Holy Parent, we thank you for the Word that is present in everything we do, in both 
spaces we frequent and the places we will not go. May we move within the world with the desire 
and courage to be a servant of the Word even in places that we do not see you at work yet. 
Amen. 
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