
December 6, 2022 
 

Who’s Right? 
Romans 15: 4-13 

 
“Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you…” 

 
While reading the backstory of today’s scripture, it reminded me of a struggle that likely occurs 
in many families.  
 
To a person, my family members must be “right.”  Some of our more animated “disagreements” 
have occurred when all participants were absolutely positive that they were “right” and would 
stop at nothing to convince others of that fact. No matter the relative unimportance of the topic, 
being “right” became the goal at the peril of family harmony and peace.  
 
In Romans, Paul is writing to the Church in Rome to assure them that his message is of God 
through Jesus. At that time, Rome was in the midst of internal conflict between Roman Jews 
and Gentiles, both asserting their perceived favor from God or their inclusion in God’s kingdom, 
respectively.  
 
Paul reminds the Romans that all have equally failed to follow the law and, by God’s grace, all 
have an equal opportunity to get “right” with God by willful obedience. In the specific scripture 
for today, Paul emphasizes the need for acceptance of each other’s frailties and unity among all 
when the focus of all is on Jesus Christ. Paul cites several Old Testament scriptures which 
validate these truths as a guide for their present day.  
 
As we are now in the midst of this Advent season, let us take Paul’s words to heart. While the 
holidays are steeped in beloved tradition, let us look to the scriptures for divine guidance for 
our tomorrow. As we are gathered together to reminisce about the treasured experiences, let 
us not dwell on our pasts, but look toward the Word of God as a living template for today.  
 
And in this era where reason is more elusive and deceptive than ever, let us look to the truth 
that is the Holy Bible for the voice of reason that originates from our Creator. John Wesley knew 
it almost 400 years ago. Struggles will come. Whether it is within a family, a church, a country or 
a world. Scripture should be at the foundation of any solution, always. And knowing that, Paul 
tells us in this letter to the Roman Church in these verses to not be consumed by who is “right,” 
rather let us accept each other with the love of Christ and let us be unified by our steadfast faith 
in God. 
 
Prayer:  Father God. My prayer on this day is that you help me to discard my need to be on the 
right side of worldly things and guide me to the one simple truth above all else:  that You are the 
one true God who asks me only to love You and my neighbor. Nothing else will please You any 
more than this. Amen. 
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