
December 16, 2022 
We Are Called to Remember Unity 

Ephesians 2: 11-22 
 

 14 For he is our peace; in his flesh he has made both into one and has broken down the 
dividing wall, that is, the hostility between us,  

 
There are signs that the pandemic may be over for most of us.  But why are we not a more 
united people and country as a result of surviving such a terrible disease in the history of 
mankind?  There was so much indecision on the part of many as to whether to get vaccinated, 
wear a mask, go to school, go to the office.  All these issues seemed to divide us, which was a 
real concern.  We were driven apart by personality differences, strategic differences, even racial 
differences.   
 
What can be done about this division and separation? 
 
In this scripture, Paul focuses on the fact that “in Christ, both Jew and Gentile are united; there 
is racial reconciliation across all nations.” Paul tells us to “remember” that Christ has created 
unity and racial reconciliation.  
 
We are not called to establish our unity, but we are called to reflect the unity that Christ has 
established.  We need to remember this fact when we are faced with the conflicts that challenge 
us and which try to divide us.  Remember, Christ’s blood on the cross has made us one.  He 
has destroyed the barrier. 
 
Paul affirms that unity is “built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets.”  It has been said 
that “unity is encouraged through increasingly thinking as Christ thinks,” which can come about 
through our Bible study taught by God’s messengers.  Paul is focused on Christ as the chief 
cornerstone.   
 
If we focus on Christ and elevate Him, we find that instances of difference fade into 
insignificance beside the majesty of the Lord.  All people are drawn to Christ when the Son of 
man is lifted up by us. 
 
Notice Paul’s graphic phrase, “You too are being built to become a dwelling in which God lives 
by his Spirit.”  If we rely upon the Spirit, it could be that our sharp tongues will be softened, our 
minds sharpened, and our hearts tempered, so we may then be formed more after the image of 
Christ, and more united to one another in Christ.   
 
Therefore, all reconciliation is further encouraged by the gospel.  If we remember the gospel 
and that we are united, we should use language that reflects our unity. It means a constant 
focus upon Christ.  It also means the empowering presence of the Spirit.  At this time of Advent 
and the celebration of the birth of Christ, let us remember that Christ has united us which should 
help eliminate our differences. 
 
Prayer:  Almighty God, who through your prophets foretold a day when we would be united, and 
who then united us with your blood on the cross, let your Spirit be with all people so that we will 
not hate, not be hostile or self-seeking and will find peace in your Son, Jesus Christ, at this time 
of Advent.  Amen 
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