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 III. DAILY PROCEEDINGS

FIFTY-FOURTH SESSION
Of

WEST VIRGINIA ANNUAL CONFERENCE
THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

June 9 - 12, 2022 
 

West Virginia Wesleyan College
Buckhannon, West Virginia

 
First Day – Thursday - June 9, 2022

ALL DAY
Day of Service throughout the Conference

Friday, June 10, 2022
Morning

OPENING WORSHIP  WITH COMMUNION
Annual Conference opened with a Communion Service that focused on Lament 

and Hope. The table was used throughout the Conference for both worship and business.  
The Logan Memorial Praise Band from Parkersburg, Little Kanawha District, 

provided special music. Members of the Praise Band included: Donald Boykin, vocals; 
Deric Davis, bass guitar; Ricky Ray, electric guitar; Cal Malcolm, drums, guitar, and backup 
vocals; Steve Devereaux, acoustic guitar; and Steve Peck, harmonica. The Praise Band 
provided gathering music and accompanied the hymns: “Gather Us In” by Marty Haugen, 
“My Hope is Built on Nothing Less” by Edward Mote and William B. Bradbury, and “We 
Are One in the Spirit” by Peter Scholtes. Julie Janisch 
provided piano accompaniment.

The service began with a Litany of Laments 
led by liturgists who are people trying to address the 
laments in their work and ministry. The liturgists were: 
Rev. Ed Clemons, Jr., Lynn Frum, Rev. Janet Harman, 
Rev. Sheri Kernik, Rev. Angela Gay Kinkead, Rev. Bo 
Terrell, Royce Lyden, and Rev. Jenna Moon.

The preacher was Bishop Sandra Steiner Ball. 
Her sermon, based on John 1 and Lamentations 3:22-26, 
was “My Soul Remembers; Therefore, I Have Hope.”   
Bishop Steiner Ball and Bishop Matthew Riegel (West 
Virginia – Western Maryland Synod of The Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of America) celebrated the Eucharist.

 Off erings received throughout Conference were 
divided among a variety of ministries, with each service 
highlighting one ministry. The three ministries were 

Ricky Ray, with the Logan 
Memorial Worship Band, leads 

music for opening worship.
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DaySpring mobile camping ministries; United Methodist Committee on Relief; and the 
Ministerial Education Fund for West Virginia Conference Students.
 Sending music was provided by the Logan Memorial Praise Band.

  
Friday, June 10, 2022

Morning

 ORGANIZATION OF CONFERENCE: Bishop Sandra Steiner Ball called the 
conference to order. 

Kristi Wilkerson (lay equalization, Conference Lay Leader, Wesleyan District) 
introduced Mr. George Howard who will lead the afternoon 
Laity Session discussing how to have conversations that lead to 
discipleship. George Howard is a Professional Certifi ed Coach 
with the International Coach Federation. He is the owner of 
Howard Coaching Group, LLC, and co-owner of Coach Approach 
Skill Training, LLC. He previously served with the General Board 
of Global Ministries as Executive Director of Global Coaching. 
He has lived and worked extensively in a variety of places around 
the world. Mr. Howard brought greetings to the Conference.

Jeff  Allen (clergy, Executive Offi  cer of West Virginia 
Council of Churches, Midland South District) introduced The Most 
Rev. Matthew L. Riegel, Bishop of the West Virginia – Western Maryland Synod of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. Bishop Riegel participated with Bishop Steiner 
Ball throughout the Conference session. Bishop Riegel brought greetings to the Conference 
on behalf of the Lutheran Synod.

Mark James (clergy, First Romney Charge, Potomac Highlands District and 
Assistant Secretary) moved the  Organizational Motion. The 2022 session of the West 
Virginia Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church shall proceed under the plan 
of Organization, Rules, and Procedures adopted at this session. The bar of the conference 
will be the fl oor and balcony of Wesley Chapel at WVWC. Only members of the Conference 
and those clergy invited to attend without vote (those serving churches in the West Virginia 
Conference on loan from another conference or another denomination under the provisions 
of ¶346 of the Discipline) or affi  liate members of the West Virginia Conference will be 
permitted in Bar of the Conference during business sessions. Those permitted must obtain 
credentials prior to entering the Bar. To maintain an open meeting, the West Virginia 
Annual Conference will be livestreamed and recorded for playback. Conference materials 
contained in the Conference Workbook, as well as additional materials available on the 
conference website and distributed to Conference members at check-in, are considered 
to be in the hands of Conference members. In compliance with ¶32 and ¶602.4 of the 
Discipline, Equalization Members, as listed in the Conference Workbook, are elected. 
Tellers, as named by District Superintendents and the Conference Secretary, are elected. 
The following are elected as Assistant Secretaries: Pam Braden, Mark James, Pam Sears, 
and Audrey Stanton-Smith. Roll Call will be taken by submitting roll call cards at check-
in. Resolutions to be presented at Annual Conference, submitted by the April 1 deadline 

George Howard
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stipulated in Miscellaneous Standing Rule 4.13, are found in the Resolutions Section of 
the Conference Workbook. Additional resolutions are in handout materials.

Bishop Steiner Ball stipulated that those being elected as equalization members 
are not eligible to vote on the Organizational Motion. She referenced the Judicial Council 
decision announced in March that affi  rmed her ruling that the conference formula for electing 
equalization members was consistent with the Discipline. The motion was approved. Bishop 
Steiner Ball welcomed the equalization members and announced that they were eligible to 
vote on all following business.

Judi Kenaston (lay equalization, Conference Secretary, Midland South District) 
explained who is eligible to vote and the procedure to use in voting, including how speakers 
should identify themselves. 

Krysta Rexrode-Wolfe (clergy, Cross Lanes, Midland South District, Chair of 
Annual Conference Program Committee) moved to allow specifi c guests to be present within 
the Bar of the Conference. Those individuals, indicated by orange nametags, were: Peter 
Hang and Todd Creviston (WesPath); Brenda Lockhart (Discipleship Ministries); Bishop 
Riegel; GNTV staff  and communications volunteers; Administrative Staff , including Lisa 
Shafer, episcopal secretary; Rev. Dr. Barry Steiner Ball (Bishop’s spouse); non-voting 
clergy including retired local pastors, and those serving on loan 
through paragraphs 346.1 and 346.2; affi  liate members (Par. 358); 
and persons providing accessibility assistance to members. Motion 
was approved.

AGENDA: Krysta Rexrode-Wolfe, Program Chair, 
moved the approval of the agenda, found on handout 2022-01, 
with permission for the Program Team to adjust the agenda as 
necessary through the business sessions.  Agenda was approved.

CONSENT CALENDAR: Judi Kenaston, Conference 
Secretary, presented the  Consent Calendar for fi rst reading.

Bishop Steiner Ball gave instructions for where lunch would be served. Following 
lunch, clergy will gather in the Chapel for the Clergy Session and laity will gather in the 
Dining Hall for their session with George Howard.

PRAYER: Ken Willard (lay equalization, Director of Congregational Development, 
Midland South District) off ered a prayer.

Friday, June 10, 2022
Afternoon 2:00 p.m.

CLERGY SESSION: The  Clergy Session was held in Wesley Chapel at 2:00 
p.m., under the direction of the Rev. Jay Parkins, chairperson of the Conference Board of 
Ordained Ministry, and Bishop Sandra Steiner Ball, Resident and Presiding Bishop.  At the 
beginning of the session, permission was granted for Judi M. Kenaston, Secretary of the 
Annual Conference and lay member, to be seated in the session. Permission was granted 

Rev. Krysta Rexrode Wolfe
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for clergy serving in the conference who are members of other conferences to be present, 
without vote. Others present without vote included provisional members and local pastors. 
   The format for the report was designed by the Order of Elders and presented 
the required Business of the Annual Conference in the context of worship. Candidates for 
ordination and commissioning, who had been approved by the Board of Ordained Ministry, 
were presented for approval by the Executive Session.  During the session there was a period 
of accountability during which the Rev. Amy Shanholtzer, Dean of the Cabinet, reported 
that, with the exception of situations that were being handled through a supervisory process, 
all other clergy were blameless in their life and offi  cial administration.   
 A complete reporting of actions taken during this session is listed in Section IV, 
Business of the Annual Conference.

 LAY SESSION: The Laity gathered with Mr. George Howard for a teaching 
session under the leadership of Kristi Wilkerson (lay equalization, Conference Lay Leader, 
Wesleyan District). An earlier session for the laity was held virtually on Sunday, June 5, to 
aid the lay members of Conference in their preparation for the conference session.

 

Friday, June 10, 2022
Afternoon 4:00 p.m.

 Bishop Steiner Ball opened the session with the singing of “There’s Something 
About That Name.” She thanked the conference for wearing masks in order to protect 
everyone. 
 Judi Kenaston, Conference Secretary, introduced and thanked the tellers who were 
elected in the Organizational Motion. They were invited to stand.

George Howard leads the 
teaching session for the Laity.
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   WEST VIRGINIA WESLEYAN COLLEGE: Jonathan Acord (clergy, Director of 
Spiritual Life, WVWC, Wesleyan District) introduced Dr. James Moore, interim president 
of West Virginia Wesleyan College. Dr. Moore brought greetings to the conference. Dr. 
Moore had previously served as Vice President of Academic Aff airs/Dean of the Faculty, as 
well as Director of the School of Fine Arts and Humanities. He has served as Chair of the 
Music Department and Associate Professor of Music. He spoke about the adjustments that 
the college has had to make while coping with the pandemic. He highlighted the programs 
at the college that have grown during the pandemic, including teaching, health care and 
new programs such as skills training in community service, graphic design, marketing, 
and creative writing. He shared the challenge of maintaining the campus facility, including 
repairing the Chapel steeple. 

RULES: Jarrod Caltrider (clergy, Dunbar, 
Midland South District, Chair of Rules) presented the 
 Rules report found on page 106 of the Conference 
Workbook and 2022-06. He moved the amendment to rule 
B.IV.6.j which updates the language for lay equalization 
membership for Annual Conference in accordance with 
the conference structure adopted by the 2021 Annual 
Conference as follows: 

6. j. All lay persons serving on the Conference 
Board of Ordained Ministry, Conference Council on 
Finance and Administration and Conference Covenant 
Council Conference Core Leadership Team.

Amendment was adopted.
He moved change to rule Miscellaneous B.IV.12, pertaining to the annual conference 

budget process. 
12. Annual Conference Budget Process. The Council on Finance and 

Administration (CF&A) sets the overall budget parameters for the calendar year budget and 
will inform the agencies, boards, and teams of the Annual Conference. The Treasurer’s offi  ce 
will provide historical year fi nancial information as a reference for teams and boards. The 
Director of Administrative Services sends all information and budget materials to agencies in 
Category I & III. The Director of Connectional Ministries sends all information and budget 
materials to Category II boards and teams. Category II budget is proposed by the Covenant 
Council to CF&A after a budget review is done and the proposed budget is adopted by the 
Covenant Council in its Spring meeting. The Core Leadership Team reviews Category II 
budget requests and presents recommended requests to the CF&A. All proposed budgets 
budget requests for the new calendar year are due to the Treasurer’s offi  ce by March 1. 
The CF&A adopts the proposed budget for recommendation to the Annual Conference and 
includes the proposed budget in the Conference Workbook published for Annual Conference. 
The CF&A reviews budget requests and approves the budget for recommendation to the 

Rev. Jarrod Caltrider
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Annual Conference and it is published in the Annual Conference Workbook.
This amendment was adopted.

He moved a rule changes to B.IV.8.A and B.IV.9.A relating to the dates for the 
nomination of delegates to General and Jurisdictional Conference. 

A. Nominations
(1) Nominations of Lay Delegates shall may be made at the Annual Conference one 

year prior to the year of election. Nominations shall be made only from the Bar 
of the Conference. Only lay members may make nominations for lay delegates.

(2) If nominations are not made at the Annual Conference one year prior to the year 
of election, nominations shall be made between September 15 and October 31, 
according to instructions posted on the conference website and overseen by the 
Editing Committee. In the case that a called election for the following year 
occurs after the nomination dates, the Data Collection Committee and Editing 
Committee shall meet to establish nominating dates.

(3) Only lay members of the annual conference session prior to the election may make 
advance nominations for lay delegates. At the session of the Annual Conference 
prior to the General Conference, additional nominations can be made by lay 
members of that session.

(4) Election of Clergy Delegates to General and Jurisdictional      
Conferences (34¶) Clergy delegates to the General and Jurisdictional 
Conferences shall be elected by the following process.

All clergy members of this annual conference in full connection shall be 
eligible for election to General and Jurisdictional Conferences (¶35). In the year 
prior to election to General and Jurisdictional Conferences, the clergy members 
will be encouraged to provide, in writing, names about whom biographical 
information would be desired. Names shall be printed and returned to the 
designated location prior to the adjournment of Annual Conference. Instructions 
for submitting names will appear on the conference website. All names shall 
be submitted by October 31 of the year preceding the election in order to appear 
in conference materials. In the case that a called election for the following year 
occurs after October 31, the Data Collection Committee and Editing Committee 
shall meet to establish the submission date.

Amendments were supported.
He moved the entire Rules Report. It was adopted. Jarrod Caltrider thanked the Rules 
Committee for its work. 
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 PENSIONS: Dan Kimble (clergy, Retired, Wesleyan District, Chair of Pensions) 
presented the report of the Conference  Board of  Pensions. He moved the report which was 
contained on pages 100-105 and the resolution on page 131 in the Conference Workbook. 
The report was approved. See Resolution One in Section VI of this Journal.
 Dan spoke of the move to HealthFlex administered through WesPath. He said that 
the move to HealthFlex has helped to stabilize the pension share of the conference budget. 
However, there will be a premium increase in 2023. The charge/church responsibility per 
participant will increase by $700 to $7,200 for the year and the participant premium rates 
will increase as well. The Medicare Supplement Plan premium will increase by $8.00 per 
month to $170 per month. Churches and participants need to anticipate that this trend will 
continue. Currently, the conference pays 60%, the employing church pays approximately 
26%, and participants pay 14%. The Conference cannot continue to increase the amount 
it pays. Plan participants are already paying a percentage similar to other employees and 
so the employing unit (the local church) should anticipate the increased costs.
 The Board of Pensions has opted to discontinue the Clergy Housing Loan Fund 
because there have been very few requests for these loans. The Board is working to defi ne 
a new housing assistance program to better meet the current needs of these individuals.

  CLERGY FINANCIAL HEALTH:  Bonnie MacDonald (clergy, Director of 
Leadership Formation, Midland South District), Jeff  Taylor (clergy, President of UM 
Foundation of WV, Midland South District) and Jamion 
Wolford (lay equalization, Treasurer, Little Kanawha 
District) introduced the Financial Health Initiative that is a 
partnership utilizing grant funding from Wespath and involving  
collaboration among the UM Foundation of WV, the Board 
of Ordained Ministry, and the Conference Coordinating 
Cabinet. Some of the fi nancial health strategies that are already 
available are  (1) “Saving Grace: A Guide to Financial Well-
being.” This curriculum is available for congregations and 
small groups. (2) Public Service Loan Forgiveness resources; 
(3) Foundation Academy of Faith and Generosity which will 
be off ered on September 29, at 7:00 p.m.; (4) fi nancial Support 
for Theological Education including grants through the UM 
Connection, the Ministerial Education Fund, the conference 
budget, and the UM Foundation of WV; (5) Personal Financial Counseling through EY 
Financial Planning Services and available through the clergy retirement program; (6) 
Expanded health insurance options with HealthFlex. 
 Those persons who have a passion in this area were invited to contact the leaders 
of the initiative.

 EQUITABLE COMPENSATION:  Michael Atkinson (clergy, First, Clarksburg, 
Wesleyan District, Chair of  Equitable Compensation) presented the report of the Equitable 
Compensation Committee. The report was found in the Conference Workbook, pages 51-
55. He moved the following minimum standard for the full-time appointed clergy in the 
West Virginia Annual Conference which includes a minimum Accountable Reimbursement 

Mr. Jamion Wolford
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Plan of no less than $2,000; Pension Benefi ts (CRSP Defi ned Benefi t, CRSP Defi ned 
Contribution, Comprehensive Protection Plan); the charge’s responsibility to participate 
in the conference medical insurance plan; a parsonage; and parsonage utilities. 

    Category 1 (Full/provisional Members): $39,000
  Category 2 (Associate Members): $37,000
  Category 3 (Full-Time Local Pastors): $36,000

 Eric Beeman (clergy, Trinity, Terra Alta, Potomac Highlands District) spoke 
against the increase. Harold George (clergy, Open Door Ministries, Potomac Highlands 
District) spoke against the increase. Mark Flynn (clergy, Duff ey/Bass, Potomac Highlands 
District) spoke in favor of the proposal if there is assistance for churches in need. Michael 
Atkinson responded that there were funds available for such assistance. Harold George 
asked if funds were awarded only to churches who pay 100% of their apportionments. 
Michael Atkinson said that the requirement for funds is paying 100% of apportionment or 
moving in that direction. Vickie Bilbay (lay equalization, Northern District) spoke in favor 
of the proposal. Karen Tate (clergy, Vincent Memorial / Broad Oaks, Wesleyan District) 
spoke against the recommendation. Joe Kenaston (clergy, Forrest Burdette, Midland South 
District) spoke in favor of the proposal. 
 Robert Baer, Jr. (Clergy, Peters Valley Charge, Greenbrier District) moved an 
amendment to leave all the fi gures at the 2022 level. Motion was seconded. 

 POINT OF ORDER: Scott Sears (clergy, First, Huntington, Western District) 
stated that the motion was out of order because the amendment is merely a negation of the 
motion. The bishop ruled that the amendment was out of order.
 Julie Davis (clergy, Otterbein Elkins, Wesleyan District) and Stacy Chrise-Tritt 
(clergy, Westover and Harner Chapel, MonValley District) each spoke in favor of the 
recommendation of the committee. 
 Frank Shomo (clergy, Retired, Midland South District) called for the question. 
The vote on the call was affi  rmed.
 Recommendation was approved.
 Rev. Atkinson moved the budget for Equitable Compensation as it appears in 
their report. It was adopted. 
 He moved the entire report. It was adopted.

 RESOLUTIONS: Lauren Godwin (clergy, Grace Keyser, 
Potomac Highlands District) on behalf of the Resolutions Committee 
of the Program Committee presented the resolution District Re-
Alignment  submitted by the Conference Cabinet and the Council on 
Finance and Administration.
 Mark Flynn (clergy, Duff ey/Bass, Potomac Highlands 
District) spoke against the resolution because the new plan would 
stretch the abilities of the superintendents to be present. Amy 
Shanholtzer (clergy, Dean of the Cabinet, MonValley District) spoke 
in favor on behalf of the Cabinet.  Michael Potesta (clergy, Chaplain  Rev. Lauren Godwin
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U.S. Navy) asked if there will be only seven superintendents regardless of whether the 
number of districts is set at seven. The bishop answered that it was her intention to have 
seven superintendents. Rick Crawford (clergy, Fayetteville, Southern District) and Chip 
Bennett (clergy, Southern District Superintendent) each spoke in favor of the resolution. 
 Robert Baer, Jr. (clergy, Peters Valley Charge, Greenbrier District) called for the 
question. The call for the question was supported.

The resolution was supported. See Resolution Two in Section VI of this Journal.
 
Lauren Godwin presented the resolution  West Virginia Clean Water submitted 

by the Southern District Lead Team.
 Chip Bennett (clergy, Southern District Superintendent) spoke in favor of the 
resolution and pointed out that it was voluntary and would not be mandated that churches 
give. Brad Davis (clergy, Nighbert Memorial, Midland South District) spoke in favor of 
the resolution. 
 Winnie Hurd (lay, Christ, Wheeling, Northern District) asked if there was a 
guarantee that the money given locally would go to the Appalachian Water Project. Chip 
Bennett responded that the funds raised would be used for the local designation. 
 Lois Godfrey (lay, Northfork, Southern District) spoke in favor of the resolution 
from her personal experience with the Dig Deep organization. 

The resolution was supported. See Resolution Three in Section VI of this Journal.

DINNER BREAK: Bishop Steiner Ball thanked Bishop Riegel for his assistance 
with parliamentary procedures. 

Shea James showed the t-shirts supporting campus ministry that were available 
to be picked up following the session. She closed the session with prayer.

Friday, June 10, 2022
Evening Worship 7:30 p.m.

Service of  Historic Questions and Ministry Celebrations

Gathering music was provide by Julie Janisch on the piano.
Jay Parkins, Chair of the Board of Ordained Ministry, served as liturgist.

Congregational Hymn was “God of 
Grace and God of Glory.”

Those preparing for ordination and 
commissioning were asked the nineteen 
historic questions of The United Methodist 
Church.

 Course of Study graduates were 
recognized by Rev. Scott Sears, registrar 
for Local Pastors for the Board of Ordained 
Ministry.

Those students who had completed 
the Master of Arts or Master of Divinity 

Members of First UMC, Clarksburg, part of 
the Clarksburg Parish, accept the fi rst 

Global Ministries Service Award
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degrees were recognized by Rev. Jake Steele, registrar for Provisional Members for the 
Board of Ordained Ministry. 

 Global Ministries: Judy Raines celebrated the work of the Conference Board of 
Global Ministries. A newly established Service Award was presented to the Clarksburg 
Cooperative Parish and accepted by Rev. Michael Atkinson, pastor of First, Clarksburg. 
The Service Award honors work of those who exhibit outstanding dedication to mission and 
faithfulness to the community by engaging in ongoing eff orts to meet basic human needs 

and to assist neighbors in improving their quality of 
life. The award was given to the Clarksburg Parish 
for their work in addressing the needs of unhoused 
people in their community.

Judy Raines recognized the ministry of the 
Rev. Dan and Rev. Sue Lowther who have served 
as Disaster Response Coordinators since 2008. She 
thanked them for their work in Disaster Response and 
in helping to establish the New Vision Depot located 
in the Southern District.  

Two directors of mission agencies are 
transitioning this year: Vickie Ballengee fi nishes her 

work as the director of Heart+Hand Outreach Ministries (formerly Community Development 
Outreach Ministries) since 2013, and Shea Petitto completes her service as Director of 
Scott’s Run. 

 ONE MATTERS AWARD: Cindy Boggs, chair of the Congregational Vitality 
Team, presented the One Matters Award to Mt. Storm UMC in the Potomac Highlands 
District. The church, with pastor Becky Bennett, received ten members through profession 
of faith in their confi rmation class. 

DENMAN AWARDS: The Harry  Denman Evangelism Award is given for 
exceptional ministry of evangelism. This year’s awards were given to: (Clergy) Rev. Jim 
Richards received the award posthumously for his work at Kenova during the pandemic. 
(Lay): Rosemary Snodgrass, from Rymer UMC in the MonValley District, established a 
children’s ministry during the Covid pandemic by inviting children to the outdoor worship 
and including them in all aspects of church life. She continues to support this ministry 
as the church has moved back into the building where they now have more children and 
youth than adults. (Youth): Tyler Currie, from East High 
UMC in the MonValley District, has invited numerous 
youth to participate in the church. He also volunteers 
to clean out garages and whatever else is needed in 
the community. His school community says he has a 
“Christ-like” nature.

FRANCIS ASBURY AWARD: Shea James 
presented the  Francis Asbury Award to Mark Stotler for 
his work in Higher Education and Campus Ministry. 
Mark’s leadership and teamwork approach to problem-
solving has allowed campus ministry to form a bridge 
between the church and campuses throughout the West 
Virginia Conference.

Rev. Dan and Rev. Sue Lowther are 
recognized for their many years as 
Disaster Response Coordinators.

Mark Stotler receives the 
Francis Asbury Award presented 

by Rev. Shea James 
and Bishop Steiner Ball
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YOUTH MINISTRIES: Caroline Nichols and Katie Howard, co-chairs of the 
Conference Council on  Youth Ministries ( CCYM), celebrated youth ministries and invited 
all churches to encourage their youth to participate in CCYM. They announced that Fall 
Workshop 2022 will be in person at Cedar Lakes on November 18 – 20. Shea James 
shared the opportunity to participate in a youth cohort in connection with Perkins School 
of Theology. There will be ten churches in the program and applications will be open 
through the month of July.

CAMPING  MINISTRIES: Shea James introduced the summer camping staff  
and said that additional staff  was needed. Amy Mullins, Camp Director of Spring Heights, 
announced that in-person camp will be held at Spring Heights during the summer of 2022, 
and DaySpring traveling camps will be available in locations around the conference. Camp 
staff  led the Conference in a camp song and passed out Spring Heights frisbees that glow 
in the dark.
 

Saturday, June 11, 2022
Morning 8:30 a.m.

Bishop Steiner Ball opened the session with the singing of “Amazing Grace.” She 
off ered prayer for Chris Ridgway, administrative assistant at the conference center, who 
was hospitalized with a stroke prior to Annual Conference; the family of Judi Kenaston, 
Conference Secretary, whose father died Friday morning; Jeff  and Mary Taylor, in the death 
of Mary’s father earlier in the week; Kevin Lantz in the death of his father-in-law; Jim and 
Betsy Martin and Steve and Paula Hamrick as they face health concerns. 

Shea James (clergy, Director of Young Disciples and Outdoor Ministry, Midland 
South District) and Mark Stotler (lay equalization, Chair of Board of Higher Education) 
introduced the  campus ministers and invited the conference to join them for lawn games 
during breaks of the session to have fun and also to encourage folks to use games to connect 
with students in their areas. The campus pastors are Benjamin Wells (Marshall); Beth 
Johnson (West Virginia); Diann Nickerson (West Liberty); Jonathan Acord (West Virginia 
Wesleyan); Lauren Godwin (Potomac State); Felica Wooten Williams (Concord); and Maria 
Wiblin (Fairmont). They invited conference members who had been impacted by campus 
ministry to stand and encouraged them to share their stories with others. 

Shea prayed for the campus pastors for their work throughout the conference.

TRUSTEES: Randy Flanagan (clergy, Retired, Vice-President of the  Trustees) 
thanked Betsy Martin for her work as president through a time that she has struggled with 
physical illness. Randy moved the Trustees’ report including three resolutions: Closed 
Properties, and the Sale and other Disposition of the Same; Closed Church – Real and 
Property Funds; and Unlawful Appropriation of Church Property.

The report and the resolutions were approved. See Resolution Four, Five, and Six 
in Section VI of the Journal.
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NOMINATIONS: Scott Mayberry (clergy, Perry Memorial, 
Southern District and Chair of the  Nominations Team) presented 
the work of the Nominations Team. He thanked Judi Kenaston, 
Conference Secretary, for her assistance in the Nominations process. 
Nominations included a new chair for the Nominations 
Team; new class of trustees; new members of the Council 
of Finance and Administration; new trustees for West 
Virginia Wesleyan College; Board of Ordained Ministry; 
District Committees; Associate Conference Lay Leader; and 
boards of Health & Welfare, Missions, and Campus Ministry.
 Stacy Chrise-Tritt off ered an editorial correction. Other editorial 

corrections may be submitted to the Conference Secretary.
Nomination report was approved. The bishop thanked Scott Mayberry for his 

leadership during his tenure as chair.  

FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION: Jeff  Porter (lay equalization, Chair of CFA) 
presented the work of the  Council on  Finance and Administration. He moved items 3 – 16 
of the report which included the Special Sundays and the resolution “Parsonage Allowances 
Clergy in Extension Ministries.” These items were approved. See Resolution Seven in Section 
VI of the Journal.

He moved approval of the recommendations 1 and 2 which included the Conference 
Budget of $11,915,221 for 2023. This is a 2.6% decrease overall from the 2022 budget. 
Budget was approved.

He moved approval of the Fiscal and Investment policies. Policies were approved.
He moved approval of the entire report of CFA. It was approved. 
Members of the Conference Council of Finance and Administration were invited 

to stand and were thanked for their diligent work.

WESPATH: Peter Hang from  WesPath 
addressed the conference. He shared the option for 
clergy enrolled in the pension benefi ts packages 
to meet with a fi nancial adviser by visiting www.
wespath.org/r/consults. 

 CABINET TRANSITIONS: Bishop 
Steiner Ball invited her cabinet to come forward 
and introduced them individually. She read a 
commendation for Rev. Melissa Shortridge who is 
retiring from the cabinet this year after serving 
for eight years. She thanked her for her spiritual 
leadership, encouragement, business background, 
and administrative excellence combined with joy 
and a sense of humor. Melissa was open to new 
ideas, asked good questions, and helped establish 

new processes for accomplishing ministry. Melissa will continue to serve the conference 
working on property matters.  

BREAK

Rev. Melissa Shortridge 
has served eight years on 

the Bishop’s cabinet

Rev. Scott Mayberry
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Saturday Morning, June 11, 2022
10:00 a.m.

MEMORIAL  SERVICE

Gathering music was provided on the organ by Julie Janisch. A consolidated choir 
from Bridgeport UMC, First Buckhannon UMC, First Clarksburg UMC and Chapel Hill 
UMC, under the direction of Sarah Carr Parsons provided special music. Their anthems 
included: The Welcome Table arranged by Joel Raney, I Am Not My Own with words from 
the Heidelberg Catechism and music by Craig Courtney, and All Things New by Frances 
Havergal and Elaine Hagenberg. Additional musical accompaniment was provided by James 
Moore, trumpet; Larry Parsons, piano; and Barbara Sullivan, piano.

The preacher was Rev. Melissa Shortridge, Greenbrier District Superintendent. 
Scripture reading was Ephesians 1:15-23.

Rev. Robert Fulton, Barbara Hale, and Caitlin 
Ware served as liturgists. The opening prayer was 
written by Rev. Danny Kinder.

Names of those who had died in the 2021-
2022 conference year were read by Judi M. Kenaston, 
Conference Secretary. As each name was read, water 
was poured into a larger bowl of water on the altar, 
representing Jesus, the Living Water. A gift was 
presented to each family present. 
 (Clergy): Meredith E. Ball; Patricia “Patty” 
Barker; William “Brad” Blanchard; Jerry Lee Boyce; 
Edsil H. Bragg; Jody Lynn Carroll; Anna Belle 
Childers; David M. Cox; Michael Curtis; Charles 
L. Daniels; J. William DeMoss; Ethel Harris “Sis” 
Dunaway-Adkins; Cindy Jane Bostic Dunlap; Donald 
Lee “Don” Fitzwater; Ishmeal L. Graddy; R. Earle Hill; 
Lois Irons Kessler; Keith E. Leap; Alvie Ray Loyd; Larry Edward Luckeydoo; A. Randall 
Mitchell; Kenneth E. Nolan; Carlos W. Nutter; Kenneth E. Price; James O. Richards; Gerald 
B. Sayre; Charles E. Vallandingham; Lawson C. Whipkey, and Ernest Williamson.
 (Spouses): Sally Alvarez; Dellena J. Bailey; Cheryl Jividen Barnett; Don 
Killingsworth; Donna Gail Michel; John Petrich; Montana Thomas; and Linda Williamson
 (Surviving Spouses): Helen Anderson; Rosemary L. Arn; Doris Ann Baker; Lois 
E. Blair; Beulah Davis; Marilyn F. Denney; Dollie S. Eaton; Nellie O. Fowler; Liza B. 
Fraley; Velma Swisher Hicks Harris; Frances Irene Hart; A. Connie Holly; Margie A. Holt; 
Katherine J. Hughes; Mava H. Johnson; Marjorie Longbon; Doris A. Reedy; and Margaret 
M. Smith.

 BREAK for LUNCH

  Rev. Dustin McCune adds water to 
the baptismal bowl as names were 

read.
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Saturday Afternoon, June 11, 2022
2:00 p.m.

PERSONAL PRIVILEGE: Amy Shanholtzer 
(clergy, Dean of the Cabinet) recognized Rev. Dr. Barry 
Steiner Ball, spouse of  the bishop. She presented him 
with a bouquet of ice cream gift certifi cates from around 
the conference and an individual ice cream maker. Barry 
greeted Mary Lou Grove, spouse of retired Bishop 
William Boyd Grove, who was watching from their home 
in Tennessee.

 CERTIFIED LAY MINISTERS: Krist i 
Wilkerson (lay equalization, Conference Lay Leader) 
introduced Kim Matthews, Director of Lay Servant 
Ministries. Kim celebrated the ministry of those persons 
who are newly certifi ed as Lay Ministers. 

 

 LAITY ADDRESS:  Kristi Wilkerson gave the  Laity 
Address. She talked about the people who had infl uenced her 
with radical gratitude, radical hospitality, radical care, and 
compassion. She encouraged the conference to use their gifts 
in radical ways. Using Romans 12, 13, and 14 from Peterson’s 
The Message, she emphasized that “You can’t go wrong 
when you love others!” She presented Bishop Sandra Steiner 
Ball with a whisk as a reminder of the laity’s commitment 
to building bridges, making connections, and growing the 
Kingdom through radical love, gratitude, hospitality, and 
compassion.

 CONNECTIONAL MINISTRIES: As Co-Directors of Connectional Ministries, 
Bonnie MacDonald (clergy, Director of Leadership Formation, Midland South District) 
and Ken Willard (lay equalization, Director of Congregational Vitality, Midland South 
District) explained the duties and responsibilities of the position of Director of  Connectional 
Ministries (DCM). 

 CORE LEADERSHIP TEAM: Barbara Hale (lay equalization, Western District) 
and Matthew Paugh (clergy, St. Paul, Oakland, Potomac Highlands District), co-convenors 
of the  Core Leadership Team shared an update on the work of the team. The Core Leadership 
Team exists to support the mission of the West Virginia Annual Conference, which is “to 
discover, develop, and deploy passionate spiritual leaders who make disciples of Jesus 
Christ for the transformation of the world.” They seek to align ministry leaders and teams, 

Rev. Amy Shanholtzer, 
Dean of the Cabinet, 

presents a gift to 
Rev. Dr. Barry Steiner Ball

Kristi Wilkerson
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and build on their current strengths so 
that they become even more eff ective 
in their work. They further attempt to 
equip ministry leaders and teams by 
ensuring that they have the resources 
they need to carry out their mission. 
During the year, they have met with 
the ministry teams in the conference 
in order to build relationships, 
ce lebra te  min i s t r i e s ,  d i scuss 
mutual expectations, and explore 
opportunities for collaboration. A 
responsibility of the Core Leadership 
Team is recommending the Category 2 
ministry portion of the budget to CFA.

 PERSONAL PRIVILEGE: Bishop Steiner Ball recognized the administrative 
assistants who serve in the districts throughout the conference.

CONGREGATIONAL VITALITY: Cindy Boggs (clergy, First, Shinnston/ 
Lamberts Run/ Ziesing/ Gypsy, MonValley District) introduced Rev. Joe Webb, the 
Conference New Ministry Coordinator; Rev. Lisa Fox, the Conference Prayer Coordinator; 
and Ken Willard, Director of  Congregational Vitality.

Lisa Fox (clergy, Reedsville, MonValley District) announced a prayer initiative 
for the Conference. A prayer initiative is a commitment to connect deeply with others on 
behalf of the church and cultivate the ground for the Holy Spirit to move in new ways. 
More information about the prayer initiative can be found in Portico, the online training 
courses on the conference website.

Joe Webb (clergy, Congregational Vitality, Little Kanawha District) invited the 
congregation to participate in the Generative Discernment Academy to be held Friday and 
Saturday, June 24-25 at Life UMC in Fairmont. He highlighted the need for generative 
ministries and asked those who had started new ministries to reach those not already in 
the church to stand and be recognized. The goal of the team is to off er opportunities for 
discernment and equipping each year. 

Ken Willard (lay equalization, Director of Congregational Vitality, Midland South 
District) shared plans for the Coaching ministry in the conference. There are two Basic 
Coach  Training workshops scheduled for the Fall of 2022: August 27 in the Northern District 
and September 17 in the Potomac Highlands District. More information and registration is 
available through the conference website. There will also be an Advanced Coach Training 
workshop held later in the year or early 2023. The Conference Basic Coach Training, 
off ered both in person and on Portico, has now been accredited for credentialing with the 
International Coaching Federation through Coaching4Clergy. 

Cindy Boggs highlighted the grants that have been made to churches for worship 
technology. During Covid, 134 grants were made to churches for worship technology. 
There are grants available for discipleship, evangelism, worship technology, fi rst-time guest 

Barbara Hale, Co-
convenor of the Core 

Leadership Team
Rev. Matthew Paugh, 

Co-convenor of the Core 
Leadership Team
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hospitality, generative ministries, recovery ministries, and new church starts. To date, 143 
grants have been made in excess of $143,000. She highlighted the Portico course, Church 
Life Cycles, which is helpful for churches as they plan where God is leading them.  She 
encouraged those who are interested in helping congregational vitality fi nancially to join 
the Kingdom Builders. More information is available on the conference website.

COMMUNICATIONS CERTIFICATION:  
Bonnie MacDonald (clergy, Director of Leadership 
Development) and Laura Poarch, representing the United 
Methodist Communicators, announced that the fi rst two 
people across the denomination to be certifi ed as United 
Methodist Communicators are Rev. Deborah Coble 
(clergy, Director of  Communications, Midland South 
District) and Jim Minutelli (lay equalization, Wesleyan 
District). The certifi cation represents their work guiding 
communications in the West Virginia Conference. 
Deborah introduced the Communications Team for the 
Annual Conference. 

 UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH (Formerly  UMW): 
Sue Dostal (lay equalization, UWF President, Western 
District) spoke about the women’s eff orts to serve throughout 
the conference. They continue with important ministries, 
such as Leadership Development Days and the Annual 
Spiritual Growth retreat. She shared a video produced by the 
General Church  United Women in Faith aiming to amplify 
the voices of women throughout the church. 

 UNITED METHODIST MEN: George Hohmann 
(lay equalization, UMM President, Midland South District) 
invited all men to attend their annual meeting September 
9-11, 2022, at Jackson’s Mill. This will be the fi rst in-person 
gathering in two years. It will also have the Circuit Rider for Scouting ministries for the 
fi rst time in two years. The annual Golf Outing, which helps support the Circuit Rider, 
will be held on September 9, 2022, at the Tygart Lake Public Golf Course. He encouraged 
conference members to visit the website at wvcummen.org to register for the events and 
also to sign up to receive a bi-weekly newsletter. The  United Methodist Men have continued 
to support the All Faith Chapel at Jackson’s Mill.

Rev. Deborah Coble 
acknowledges recognition as 
a certifi ed United Methodist 

Communicator.

Sue Dostal, 
Conference President, 

United Women in Faith
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 CABINET PROPERTY REPORT: Scott Ferguson (clergy, Potomac Highlands 
District Superintendent, Secretary of the Cabinet) presented the  Cabinet Property Report 
which appears in Section IV of this Journal. Report was approved.

 BREAK – 15 minutes.

 Bishop Steiner Ball called the conference back together with the singing of “He 
Is Lord.” She off ered prayer for Rev. Barry Moll who is hospitalized. 

PERSONAL PRIVILEGE: Rev. Darick 
Biondi and Rev. Cindy Briggs-Biondi introduced 
their twin daughters, Hildie and Iggie, who 
have benefi tted from the prayers of the Annual 
Conference before and after they were born two 
months early. They are now six months old.

RESOLUTIONS: Lauren Godwin (clergy, 
Grace, Keyser, Potomac Highlands District), on 
behalf of the  Resolutions Committee of the Program 
Committee, presented the resolution  Preventing 
Gun Violence, submitted by the Conference Justice 
and Advocacy Team.

Martha Hill (lay equalization, Chair of Justice and Advocacy, Midland South 
District) and John Langenstein (clergy, Northview, MonValley District) each spoke in 
favor of the resolution.  

Bart Thompson (clergy, Spruce Street, MonValley District) moved to amend by 
adding an additional bullet point to the resolution as follows: “The resolution will be sent to 
the governors of Maryland and West Virginia, the state senate presidents, the state speakers 
of the house, and both congressional delegations.” The amendment was seconded, and he 
spoke in favor of it.

Ethan Rapking (clergy, Chaplain Ruby Memorial, MonValley District) spoke 
in favor of the amendment because of the trauma he has seen due to gun violence in the 
emergency room.

Robert Stigall (lay, Morris Memorial, Midland South District) asked that the 
amendment be put in writing on the screen.

Rich Shaff er (lay equalization, Little Kanawha District) spoke in favor of the 
amendment.

David McQuain (lay, Sabra/ Highlands/ Jones, MonValley District) asked that the 
amendment be rephrased from “The resolution will be sent” to “To send the resolution to.” 
The bishop accepted this change to make it consistent with the language of the resolution.

Amendment was approved.
Wesley DeLeurere (lay equalization, MonValley District) spoke in favor of the 

resolution. 
Jennifer Spoor (lay, Milton/Bethesda, Western District) spoke against it because 

she objected to increasing the age limit for purchase to age 21 and also for limiting sales to 

        Rev. Darick Biondi and Rev.         
             Cindy Briggs-Biondi introduce 

their twin daughters.
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licensed gun owners. Martha Hill clarifi ed that those statements in the resolution are quoting 
the action of the General Conference and are not an action required by the resolution.

Jay Parkins (clergy, Christ Church Charleston, Midland South District) spoke in 
favor of the resolution limiting some gun use while supporting guns for recreational use. 

Brian Hagedorn (lay, Emmanuel West Union, Little Kanawha District) moved to 
amend the resolution by removing the fi rst line “Gun Violence is now the leading cause of 
death for children in our nation.” The amendment was seconded. He spoke in favor of it by 
claiming that abortion is the number one cause of death for children. 

Bishop Steiner Ball reminded the body that expressing approval or disapproval of 
speeches was inappropriate in the context of holy conferencing. 

Cindy Briggs-Biondi (clergy, St. Marks, Midland 
South) called the question on the amendment. The bishop 
ruled this motion out of order in order to allow discussion 
on the amendment.

Sarah Wilmoth (lay equalization, MonValley 
District, Young Adult) spoke against the amendment 
because the Center for Disease Control lists gun violence 
as the leading cause of death of children in the United 
States and the resolution is on gun violence, not on 
abortion.

Bree Moll (lay equalization, 18-30 years, 
Greenbrier District), Shannon Blosser (clergy, Pea Ridge, 
Western District), Amanda Webb (lay equalization, 18-
30 years, Wesleyan District), and Katie Howard (lay 
equalization, CCYM co-chair; Midland South District) 

each spoke against the amendment.
Angela Gay Kinkead (clergy, Elizabeth Memorial, Midland South District) called 

the question on the amendment. The call for the question was supported. The amendment 
was not supported.

Michael Potesta (clergy, US Navy Chaplain, Southern District) spoke in favor of 
the resolution.

Brian Hagedorn (lay, Emmanuel West Union, Little Kanawha District) asked if 
the resolution stated that there should be increased security for schools. Bishop Steiner Ball 
requested that if he would like to add it, that he bring it as an amendment.

David Stilgenbauer (clergy, Rivesville / Highlawn, MonValley District) asked for 
the defi nition of “assault weapon” as used in the resolution.

Martha Hill stated that it refers to the ban that was enacted in 1994 and lasted for 
10 years. 

Jeanetta Mick (lay, Orlando, Wesleyan District) spoke against the resolution because 
the violence primarily happens in big cities.

David Biondi (clergy, Retired, Midland South District) moved the question on the 
resolution. The motion was seconded and approved. 

Resolution was approved.  See Resolution Eight in Section VI of the Journal.
Sam Wachter (clergy, Friendsville, Potomac Highlands District) asked if the Justice 

and Advocacy committee could check the facts in the resolution. Bishop Steiner Ball stated 
that they will provide relevant context when distributing the resolution as requested.

Bree Moll, young adult from the 
Greenbrier District, speaks 

during the debate on 
Gun Violence



123

West Virginia Annual Conference Journal 2022 Section  III -- Daily Proceedings

  UNITED METHODIST FOUNDATION: Jeff  Taylor (clergy, President of the 
UMFWV, Midland South District) spoke about the work of the  Foundation, including 
grant opportunities.

Kim Matthews (vice president of UMFWV, Western District) highlighted the 
Online Academy. The fi rst will be on clergy fi nances and taxes and will be held September 
29. The second will focus on “Funding Forward,” looking at new ways to sustain mission 
and ministry in the future. It will be held November 17. Registration options are available 
at umfwv.org/webinars.

Jeff  Taylor introduced Allie Sears, Communications Specialist, as the newest 
member of the Foundation. He thanked the Board of Trustees of the Foundation and 
highlighted the Bishop’s Chalice Golf Scramble which will be held July 11, 2022, to raise 
funds for the Bishop’s Religious and Spiritual Life endowment at West Virginia Wesleyan 
College.

PERSONAL PRIVILEGE: Bishop Steiner Ball thanked Bishop Riegel for his 
participation in the session.

 CONSENT CALENDAR: Judi Kenaston (lay equalization, Conference Secretary, 
Midland South District) moved the approval of the  Consent Calendar. It was adopted.

 PERSONAL PRIVILEGE: Angela Gay Kinkead (clergy, Elizabeth Memorial, 
Midland South District) celebrated the participation of young people in the discussion during 
the day. She asked them to come back, stay engaged, and carry on.

 STATE OF THE CHURCH:  Bishop Steiner Ball shared her thoughts on the  State 
of the Church. She shared James 4:1 (“those confl icts and disputes among you, where do 
they come from?”) as an example of where the church has been “messy.” Other biblical 
references she shared were Matthew 5:9 “Blessed are the peace makers…”, and Proverbs 
10:12 “Hatred stirs up strife, but Love covers all off enses.”
 She addressed some of the misinformation that has happened due to the 
“messiness” of the times, such as rumors that the church has split. She said that although a 
new denomination (The Global Methodist Church) has formed, it is not part of The United 
Methodist Church. Some churches may choose to join the new denomination. The delay in 
General Conference has contributed to the “messiness” and every time changes are made 
to The Book of Discipline, the opportunity for messiness occurs. She said that The United 
Methodist Church has room for the most conservative and the most progressive people and 
churches. She pointed to historical arguments about how to pray, and about who should 
or should not be part of the church. She said that the next General Conference, scheduled 
for 2024, will have new legislation proposed and acted upon. There will be a jurisdictional 
conference in November, and there may or may not be elections for bishops. New assignments 
for bishops will also be made. 
 Amy Shanholtzer, clergy head of the delegation, and Judi Kenaston, fi rst elected 
lay delegate, shared that the delegation has continued to work together and is ready to serve 
if and when the time comes. Bishop Steiner Ball stated that the Judicial Council will rule 
on whether a new delegation must be elected in 2023.
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 She highlighted what is happening in the conference. For the fi rst time in many 
years, the number of churches in the West Virginia Conference has declined below 1000, 
with 983 churches. Church membership and attendance has declined, which continues a 
trend of about 32 years. The average in-person attendance has declined signifi cantly over the 
past two years due to the pandemic, and there are still people who are not ready to gather. 
She challenged the churches to re-connect with persons who have not attended. Churches 
need to be “spiritual trauma centers.”  While it is sometimes hard to gauge, our statistics 
show that we have 3,892 fi rst-time guests in person and online. Each church should have a 
plan to connect with fi rst-time visitors.  Conference has reduced its budget by close to $1 
million over two budget years.
 The mission area includes a diversity of people who are not part of conference 
churches. The average age in the conference area is 42 years old. The average age in the 
pews is much higher than that, so there is much work to do. Children under 18 living 
with grandparents make up 33% of the households in the conference area. This presents 
the opportunity to increase children and family ministries. Single people make up a large 
percentage of the population. There are 66.1% of people in the area who are not involved 
in any religious community. There are many opportunities for ministry and it is the time for 
churches to reach out in mission, establish new faith communities, and make disciples for 
Jesus Christ. 
 A fi nal challenge for churches is to identify and encourage new people for ministry 
– certifi ed, licensed and ordained.
 Through the messiness of the church, God is calling the West Virginia Conference 
into mission.

 PROGRAM COMMITTEE: Krysta Rexrode-Wolfe (clergy, Cross Lanes, Midland 
South District, Chair of  Program Committee) thanked the members of the annual conference 
and guests in attendance in person and online; Darlene Bosley, the Local Arrangements 
Coordinator and staff ; staff  and faculty of WVWC, including President James Moore and 
Rev. Jonathan Acord, Director of Spiritual Life, for their hospitality; Deborah Coble, Director 
of Communications; Brad Bennett, Session Producer; Laura Poarch and the technicians of 
GNTV; George Webb and George Hohmann, who coordinated the Day of Service; Shea James 
and all the campus pastors who provided a chance to play and fellowship; Amy Mullins and 
Spring Heights staff  for their work with Children’s Conference; the administrative assistants at 
the Annual Conference and in the District Offi  ces; Judi Kenaston, Conference Secretary; and 
Jamion Wolford, Conference Treasurer for their ability to see the bigger picture throughout 
the year; Bonnie MacDonald and Ken Willard for their leadership in ministries; and Bishop 
Steiner Ball for her faithful leadership and positive outlook. 
 God is there as we move forward to build bridges and relationships. She urged the 
Conference to pray for one another and for the 2023 Conference session which will be held 
at West Virginia Wesleyan College on Thursday, June 8 – Sunday, June 11, 2023.
 She moved adjournment of the Annual Conference Session at the conclusion of 
the service of Licensing, Commissioning and Ordination on Sunday morning. Motion was 
approved.
 Bishop Steiner Ball dismissed the session with prayer.
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Saturday Evening, June 11, 2022
7:30 p.m.

 Retirement Service 

 Gathering music was provided by Julie Janisch, Conference Music Director.
Retirees and their spouses were invited forward to receive a certifi cate and pin 

from Bishop Steiner Ball and Conference Secretary, Judi Kenaston. A verse of the hymn 
“Blest Be the Tie That Binds” was sung in between groups of retirees and the showing of 
brief parts of the retirement videos made for each retiree. The full videos were available 
on the conference website. The retirees were: S. Jeff rey Anderson; Danny Blake, J. Craig 
Blankenship, Michael Coleman, Paul K. Coon, Ellen L. File, Daniel E. Kimble, Robert D. 
King, Kevin Lantz, J. Scott Mayberry, Jeff ery Mayfi eld, Jane Ellen Nickell, Thomas Nolan, 
Melissa Shortridge, Carl David Tribett, Earnest R. Watkins, Sharlene Williams, Olen E. 
Winfree, and Gerald Emerson Wood.
 An invitation to discipleship was given for any who were feeling a call to ministry.
 

 
Sunday Morning, June 12, 2022 

WORSHIP 9:30 a.m.
A   SERVICE of LICENSING, COMMISSIONING and ORDINATION 
 

 The service was conducted by Bishop Sandra Steiner Ball, Resident and Presiding 
Bishop. Musical leadership was provided by Julie Janisch, Music Director at St. Marks, 
Charleston, on the organ. Gathering and recessional music was presented by the West Virginia 
Brass Quintet, comprised of David Porter and Joel Cotter, trumpet; Sarah Plumley, horn; 
Evan Beachy, trombone; and John Schooley, tuba. Hymns were “Lift High the Cross;” “Go, 
Make of All Disciples,” “The Summons,” and “The Church’s One Foundation.” 

  Bishop Steiner Ball’s sermon was 
based on Nehemiah 2:17-20 and Hebrews 
10:22-25.  
  John Michael Burge, son of Rev. 
Michael and Alexia Burge, was  baptized. 
  Those persons who are newly ready 
to receive the license of local pastor were 
recognized: Amber Baker, Robert Barr, Richard 
Boggess, Jason Carper, Edward Clemons, 
Nathan Fowler, Samuel Massey, David Murray, 
Melissa Paugh, Amy Paul, James Pauley, Teresa 

Prince, and Cynthia Yates.
 Heather Renee Barker, John Brosky, Catherine Grace Langenstein, Erin 
Elizabeth Sears Lea, Robert L. Oakley, Jr., Ethan Aaron Rapking, and Rondle P. Tote were 
commissioned for the work of an elder.
 Sarah Emily Allen, Rodney Lee Blanchard, Michael Anthony Burge, Raymond 
Maleke, Dustin Darrell Glenn McCune, Cynthia Skinner, and Donald C. Stilgenbauer were 
ordained elders.

Baptism of John Michael Burge
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 Members of the bishop’s cabinet assisted in the Fixing of the 2022-2023 
appointments 
 Other participants in the service were Mike Estep, Chair of the Order of Elders; Jay 
Parkins, Chair of the Board of Ordained Ministry; Jeff  Taylor, Chair of the Order of Deacons; 
Gwen Wolford, Chair, Fellowship of Associate Members and Local Pastors; Stephanie 
Bennett, Secretary of the Board of Ordained Ministry; Kristi Wilkerson, Conference Lay 
Leader; Judi Kenaston, Conference Secretary; Bonnie MacDonald, Director of Leadership 
Formation and Ministry Staff ; and Ken Willard, Director of Congregational Vitality.
   
 

 ADJOURNMENT:  The 2022 Session of the West Virginia Annual Conference of The United 
Methodist Church was adjourned sine die.

Rev. Ray Maleke is ordained elder while his wife and 
family join through FaceTime technology.

Ordination Recessional




