
Holy Wednesday - April 13, 2022 

Hope for the Race 

Hebrews 12:1-3 
1Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off 

everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance the 

race marked out for us, 2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy 
set before him, he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the 

throne of God. 3 Consider him who endured such opposition from sinners, so that you will not 
grow weary and lose heart. 

As I write to you, I can hear a January snowstorm pelting the roof with chunks of ice.  The threat 

of treacherous roads led some churches in the state to cancel services today.  Because the threat 

of COVID-19 is also at an all-time high, many more congregations find a large portion of their 

members worshipping online rather than in-person most Sundays.   

Even when the congregants can gather together in one place, things just aren’t the same.  We 

socially distance with masks covering our smiles, avoid hugging or eating together, and aren’t 

permitted to worship through song.  It’s hard to feel the connections to one another that we once 

took for granted. 

The last two years have certainly felt like running a race that requires a great deal of 

perseverance.  I can’t help but think that if this were a literal race, at least we’d know how far we 

still had to go.  Is this race five miles or 5,000 miles?  How do you pace yourself and persevere 

when you don’t know if the finish line is just over the next hill or in the next state? 

From where I sit in January, it’s hard to know what message will help you not to grow weary or 

lose heart in the race you run in April.   

I have great hope for you.  I hope that the sun is shining brightly on your face today and beautiful 

spring flowers are popping up everywhere you look.  I hope that COVID-19 numbers are at an 

all-time low and still declining.  I hope that the congregation where you worship is all back 

together with a renewed appreciation for one another and all the ways that you can reach out 

together in love to your community. 

Unfortunately, I know that this may not be realistic.  Sometimes it still snows in April, and this 

virus has been nothing if not unpredictable.   

There’s really only one message of hope that I can send:  Easter is coming!  Whether you have 

had a Lenten season full of revitalization and gratitude or a time of frustration and mourning, 

Easter will still arrive.  Despite the many uncertainties in our world, the Good News does not 

change.  Do not grow weary.  Do not lose heart.  We are Easter people.  He is risen, indeed! 

Prayer:  Heavenly Father, help us find the perseverance today to run the race you set before us.  

Amen. 
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