
Fourth Sunday of Lent - March 27, 2022 

Surrender 
Hebrews 10:16-25 

22 let us approach with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled 

clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. 23 Let us hold fast 

to the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who has promised is faithful. 

I have a friend, who, when talking about the hymn I Surrender All, jokingly calls it “I Surrender 

Most.”  I don’t think I am alone in my unwillingness to easily surrender all (or sometimes 

anything) to God.  I like to hold on to control.  I like to operate under the illusion that I can 

handle whatever comes my way – that I can, in fact, fix it all.  And we all know that is not true, 

don’t we?  We can’t fix it all.  We can’t control everything. 

This morning, I was listening to Casting Crowns’ song I Surrender All to Jesus.  The lyrics 

include “At your feet I lay me down, all my scars…”  And it goes on “No more chasing 

yesterday.”  As you think about those lyrics, read verse 17 from our scripture for today: “I will 

remember their sins and their lawless deeds no more.” 

Do we surrender our sin to God? Do we offer the pain of it, the burden of it to God? Will we let 

go of it? 

Look at the grace God is offering to us.  “I will remember their sins and their lawless deeds no 

more.”  This is the covenant God makes with us.  It is a promise from the heart of God.  This is 

grace freely given – not offered in exchange for something, but already given to us. 

In our transaction-based society, it is hard to imagine that something as infinitely valuable as 

God’s love and forgiveness are given to us freely.  It’s hard for us to let go of that which we are 

ashamed, isn’t it?  We relive our wrongdoing, playing it over and over in our minds, regretting 

what we did, wishing we could change the past. We can’t.  We can’t fix the past.  We can’t fix 

our sin. 

Will you surrender your scars to Jesus?  Will you stop chasing the burden of what you did wrong 

yesterday?  Will you hear the words from God, “I will remember your sin and your lawless deeds 

no more” and believe it?  Will you open your heart and surrender all of your sins to Jesus, and 

feel the flood of healing grace God has already given to you? 

Prayer: Loving God, we come to you in gratitude for the grace you have provided for us, for the 

loveliness of clean hearts and guilt-free souls.  Strengthen us to let go of our past mistakes so 

that we can experience your grace.  Amen. 

Kim Matthews, CLM 

Johnson Memorial UMC, Huntington, WV 

kimmatthews@umfwv.org 

Vice President of the United Methodist Foundation of West Virginia 

Annual Conference Director of Lay Servant Ministries 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+10%3A16-25&version=NRSV
mailto:kimmatthews@umfwv.org

