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The Lord's Servant 
Isaiah 42:1-9 

 

 

42 1Here is my servant, whom I uphold  my chosen, in whom my soul delights; 

I have put my spirit upon him;  he will bring forth justice to the nations. 
2 He will not cry or lift up his voice, or make it heard in the street; 

 

When Isaiah received these words from God, things were not going well for the nation of Israel. 

For centuries, God had shown mercy on them, as they made their way in the wilderness to the 

land of Canaan, established a nation, built a temple, and experienced both military victory and 

defeat. They may have wandered from their covenant with God, but their prophets were always 

there to point out the error of their ways.  

 

But this time, things were different. God had allowed Israel to be conquered by the Babylonians, 

their temple destroyed, their goods plundered, and their freedom replaced by chains of bondage 

in a foreign land. They must have wondered how this could happen. Had God, after all this time 

of allowing them to stray and then be lead back to righteousness, abandoned them?  

 

Into this scene of sorrow speaks Isaiah, with words of assurance! Isaiah poetically reminds the 

people of who God is, the Ultimate Creator! God will send them a Servant, and not just to them, 

but to all peoples! This Servant will not come to conquer by the force of destruction, but with the 

power of the Spirit of the Lord, to bring justice to all the earth.  

 

During these weeks of the Lenten season, we try to take time out of our busy lives to draw closer 

to Jesus and to ponder the words of scripture as we prepare for the celebration of Easter or 

Resurrection Sunday. So many passages in the Old Testament testify to the coming of Christ, 

being the Light of the World through the nation of Israel.  

 

As Christians, we believe that Isaiah is foretelling the Good News of Jesus Christ for all nations, 

a Savior for everyone, regardless of who we are in the world. All that is required of us is to let 

Jesus into our hearts, to be our light, and to let that light shine in us, so that we may help others 

dispel the darkness of the world.  

 

Prayer:  Dear God, we come to you with a grateful heart, thanking you for all you do and all you 

are, for being our light and our guide through your son Jesus Christ. We ask forgiveness for the 

times that we neglect to let that light shine in our lives, and for the strength to do better. We pray 

for all who need your light as they struggle with illness, depression, hardship and want; help us 

to reflect your light in all that we do and say. In Jesus’ name, Amen.  
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