
Ash Wednesday – March 2, 2022 

 

Time to Return 
Joel 2:12-17 

  

The prophet Joel shared these words of admonishment in Chapter 2, verse 12:  

  

“But even now,” says the Lord, “repent sincerely and return to me with fasting and 

weeping and mourning.” (Good News Bible) [Emphasis added.] 

         

The word “repent” was a frightening term to me as a child. It was often used as a loud 

proclamation during the sermons of television and movie fire and brimstone preachers, and it 

always reminded me of the bad things that I had done.  (For example, punching my mom’s rising 

bread just to see what would happen, putting our 9-passenger station wagon in reverse on a hill 

to see how the engine would respond, losing our family aluminum ice chest at a school 

function…. the list goes on.).  

 

Now, in my 60s and at a different stage of life, the words of Joel are less threatening. In 

exploring other biblical interpretations, such as The Common English Bible, I have a better grasp 

of the message conveyed by Joel:  

 

“Yet even now,” says the LORD, “return to me with all your hearts, with fasting, with 

weeping, and with sorrow.”   

 

“Repent” has taken on a new meaning as I have pivoted from the fears of a young girl to an 

understanding that God seeks our “return” out of love. Lent is an opportunity to reflect and fast 

from those things that obscure our relationship with God.  

 

Just as my parents forgave me for my youthful indiscretions (the flattened bread, damaged 

transmission, and lost cooler, etc.), God forgives us and welcomes us with open arms. Let this be 

our season to return. 

 

Prayer: Lord, you are merciful and compassionate, slow to anger and filled with unfailing love. 

You allow us to return to you when we, through the foibles of our humanness, separate ourselves 

from your side. Thank you for your grace. AMEN. 
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