


Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 
There is no one reason why Thanksgiving is my favorite holiday to celebrate.  I suspect it may be 
because it begins our holiday season and signals that Advent is just days away.  It is also likely 
because I enjoy all the festivities of family gatherings: good food, board games, and laughter 
while sharing funny memories. This time of year reminds me of hope and peace with its 
sparkling lights, manger scenes, and Christmas carols.  For many of us, there is much love and 
joy from the end of November to early January.   
 
And so, we lean into Advent. Each of us are invited to enter into this season that is loaded with 
meaning: Advent is about trusting in the return of the Messiah, Jesus the Christ as well as a 
season when we prepare to celebrate the birth of our Savior, followed by the celebrations of 
Christmas, and ending on January 6 with Epiphany.  Are you ready? It is time for the journey to 
begin! 
 
Forty laity of the West Virginia Conference of The United Methodist Church each set aside time 
to pray, reflect, and share a message and meditation within the covers of this booklet.  You are 
invited to set aside time each day to read the scriptures and ponder the stories told and we hope 
that you are compelled to be a bridge, to begin or renew a relationship with another so that they 
too might participate in this journey.   
 
Consider Colossians 2:6-7 from Peterson’s The Message: 

My counsel for you is simple and straightforward: Just go ahead with what you’ve been 
given. You received Christ Jesus, the Master; now live him. You’re deeply rooted in him. 
You’re well-constructed upon him. You know your way around the faith. Now do what 
you’ve been taught. School’s out; quit studying the subject and start living it! And let 
your living spill over into thanksgiving. 

 
Now is the time to offer radical hospitality to those who need reminded of God’s love.  Now is 
the time to help a neighbor in need.  Now is the time to encourage and walk with someone who 
is weary, afraid, alone, or ill.  Now is the time to connect with another, to build a bridge, to “live 
him.”   
 
We are called to live Christ-filled, Christ-led, and Christ-focused lives.  Won’t you offer the 
hope, peace, love, and joy of this season to at least one other person?  My hunch is that you, too, 
will be abundantly blessed by doing so!   
 
May we all live and walk in faith and discipleship with one another! 
 
In gratitude and thanksgiving, 
Kristi Wilkerson 
Conference Lay Leader 
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This Advent Devotional would not be available without considerable time and effort given by 

many.  I extend sincere thanks to Kim Matthews for proofreading and editing each devotional;  

 

to Pam Braden, Deborah Coble and Abbi Blosser from the Conference Communications 

Team for preparing each devotional for the website, for social media, and for the printed 

booklet;  

 

to all Conference Staff who support laity leadership in providing this Advent opportunity;  

 

to the District Lay Leaders and District Superintendents for recommending laity who 
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to Bishop Sandra Steiner Ball for always supporting the work of the laity throughout our 
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November 28, 2021 – First Sunday of Advent 

 

Wake Up!  
Romans 13: 11-14  

 
11And do this, understanding the present time: The hour has already come for you to wake up 

from your slumber, because our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed. 12The 

night is nearly over; the day is almost here. So let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put 

on the armor of light.   

 

When I read Romans 13 verse 11, it reminds me of when Jesus was with His disciples in the 

Garden of Gethsemane, and he asked them, “Could you not stay awake for just one hour?” Jesus 

in one corner of the garden – tormented, terrified – and for a good reason.  The disciples, soundly 

asleep, blissfully unaware of what Jesus was going through and would soon go through. 

 

He went back to them twice.  The answer was no.  They could not stay awake.  No matter what 

the situation or circumstance, they couldn't stay awake. 

 

Back in my college days, I played football, and it was a common occurrence for our coach to 

look at us and say, “Wake up!” It usually came after we did something unwise or failed to do 

what we were supposed to do.  It meant that we weren't paying attention.  We weren't 

concentrating.  Our bodies were there, but our minds were taking a break. 

 

As Christians, how many times does God look at us and say, "Wake up," put on your armor, 

stand and fight against all that is evil in this world, put aside the deeds of darkness, and put on 

the armor of light?  

 

When you get up each morning, I am sure that you have a routine that you follow; you may get a 

shower, brush your teeth, and then put on your clothes. You spend time thinking about what you 

are going to where, and knowing that your clothes will be part of you all this day, that they will 

go where you go and do what you do. They will cover you and make you presentable to others. 

That is the purpose of clothes. 

 

In the same way, the apostle is saying to us, put on Jesus Christ when you get up in the morning. 

Make him a part of your life that day. Intend that he go with you everywhere you go and that he 

act through you in everything you do. Call upon his resources. Live your life in Christ. 

 

Prayer: Dear heavenly Father, as we get ready for each day please help us to remember that we 

are a light and an example for you. Please help us to remember to wake up, put on your armor, 

stand and fight against all that is evil in this world, put aside the deeds of darkness, and put on 

the armor of light. Let us each day praise you for all that you have done in our lives and give us 

the strength to fight against all that is evil in this world. In Your holy name, Amen.  
 

Dr. Jason Conaway 

Lewisburg United Methodist Church 

Lewisburg, WV 

jconaway45@gmail.com 

Lay Speaker, Sunday School Teacher, Special Education Director 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+13%3A11-14&version=NRSV
mailto:jconaway45@gmail.com


November 29, 2021 

Are we the Holy Church God Called us to Be? 
1 Corinthians 1: 1-9 

 
1 Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and our brother 

Sosthenes, 2 To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those who are sanctified in Christ 

Jesus, called to be saints, together with all those who in every place call on the name of 

our Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours:   

 

In Corinthians, Paul writes to remind the church at Corinth that they are called in Christ, and that 

being called in Christ means that they are Holy.  This community of believers had allowed their 

body to become defiled and divided.  They had allowed the sins of the world to ensnare them so 

much that the true Gospel message, the real mission of the church, was being thwarted and 

forgotten. They were a disgraced church, not a holy one.   

 

In this passage, Paul reminds and encourages them by pointing out the characteristics of a holy 

church. They are to be set apart by God (v. 1-3), enriched by God’s grace (v. 4-6), living 

expecting Jesus to return (V. 7), and depending on God’s faithfulness (v. 8-9).  You see, God has 

given us Christ, and through him we can be sanctified; we can give testimony and perform 

service; we have the promise of Christ’s return, and we have God’s faithfulness to see us 

through.   

 

If only we would remember who we are called to be – stop acting like the world – and start 

acting like the church! 

 

During this season of Advent, let us reflect, meditate, and prayerfully consider where we are 

falling short of our calling in Christ – as individuals and within our community of believers.  

Perhaps, we have allowed sin to defile us.  Maybe we have allowed differences to divide us.  

Could it be that individuals or groups are grappling for power within its members?  Is it possible 

that we have become so caught up in “doing church” that we have forgotten to “be the church?”   

 

We are called to be the church that loves God and loves neighbor; the church that spreads the 

gospel message above all else; the church that allows these ancient words to transform our lives; 

trusting and believing that in Christ we are made new and sanctified for joyful service to God our 

Father.   

 

Prayer:  Dear Father, we confess that we have failed to be the church you have called us to be; 

we have allowed ourselves to defiled and divided. We have lost focus on the true mission of the 

church.  Forgive us Lord. Strengthen us, and help us.  Allow these words of remembrance and 

encouragement to find fertile soil that will take seed and produce change in our lives.  In Jesus’ 

holy and precious name, Amen.   

 

Dara Acord 

Weston, WV 

daraacord@gmail.com 

Conference Board of Pensions 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+1%3A+1-9&version=NRSV
mailto:daraacord@gmail.com


November 30, 2021 

 

Pathways 
Psalm 25: 1-10 

 
10 All of the paths of the Lord are steadfast love and faithfulness, for those who keep his 

covenant and decrees. 

 

In this reading, David is praying to God for guidance and deliverance from his enemies. This is a 

theme that occurs in the Psalms frequently. While we aren’t royalty in the ancient Biblical world 

in need of God’s aid in battle, we still ask God for guidance and help.  

 

Importantly, David asks God to “lead me in your truth, and teach me” in verse 5. Later, in verses 

8-9, David says that the Lord “instructs sinners in the way . . . leads the humble in what is right, 

and teaches the humble his way.”  

 

In the final verse, highlighted above, David again refers to faith in the Lord as following a path, 

and that love and faithfulness are granted to those who strive to follow God’s path. 

 

As we come to the third day of Advent, we are still early on the path to Bethlehem. Jesus, in his 

birth, comes to all to fulfill what David has asked of God in this Psalm. The King of Kings will 

be born in meager circumstances, to decidedly common people.  

 

His disciples will come to call him Rabbi – teacher. Jesus comes to instruct those who would 

hear in how to leave sin and follow him. He will live as a humble man, though also God in flesh, 

as an example of God’s steadfast love and faithfulness to his creation, leading us to life eternal.  

 

He sets the path, but it is up to us to follow these roads through faith in him. The road to 

Bethlehem, and, ultimately, to Calvary, is long and difficult, but the rewards of following the 

path of Jesus are truly great. 

 

Prayer: Lord, thank you for the path you set for us with your coming. We anticipate the 

celebration of your birth as we travel nearer to you and to our salvation through you. In Jesus 

name, Amen.  

 

Bill Clough 

Saint Andrew United Methodist Church 

Saint Albans, WV 

billcloughiii@gmail.com 

Lay Leader and Interim Chair of SPRC 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+25%3A1-10&version=NRSV
mailto:billcloughiii@gmail.com


December 1, 2021 

Being Among Us 
John 1:1-14 

 
14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the 

glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

 

While I was driving home one very rainy, cold, and damp day from a radiation treatment in 

Morgantown, West Virginia, I was feeling pretty bad. I ached all over, had a headache and was 

chilled to the bone.  

 

As I was traveling through town, I stopped at an intersection for the red light. As people passed 

in front of me, I could easily see each breath exhaled by everyone, because it was so cold and 

damp. People seemed to be in a hurry to get wherever they were going; I would guess they were 

probably interested in getting indoors out of the weather.  

 

As the stoplight turned green, I caught a glance of movement to my right. At the time, nobody 

was behind me, and I automatically waved for them to cross in front of me. At that time the only 

thing I could think of was getting home, laying down and getting warm under the covers.  As I 

looked up, I could see a young gentleman in a wheelchair being pushed by someone. This young 

man had such a smile on his face that it just radiated. You just couldn’t help but notice his 

gleeful expression; you could even say it glowed.  

 

This gentleman was wearing a mid-weight jacket at best (partially zipped), flannel shirt, ball cap, 

jeans, tennis shoes, and no gloves. He was moving his arms as he was looking around and 

speaking to his attendant. Both of the gentlemen had red hands and red faces.  

 

Now these two looked soaked to the skin judging by their attire, and they appeared to be having 

the time of their lives. They waved and smiled, thanking me as they passed in front of my truck.  

 

As I sat there waiting for them to clear the curb and continue down the sidewalk, I thought how 

lucky and fortunate I am.  Now, I always try to put on a positive outlook and attitude toward 

everyone, even when I am not feeling good, but it just seems to me that there is always someone 

doing worse than you, whether it be physical, mental, psychological, or financial.  

 

As a general rule, I don’t believe you have to look very far to find them. Just like the one 

crossing the road in front of me. I thought to myself, “Lord I am so glad that you continually 

walk among us and show your glory and grace when we are in need of it.” 

 

Prayer: Dear Lord, help us to continue to see your glory, truth, and grace among us and 

remember how thankful we should be, even during times of difficulty. Amen. 

 

Paul White 

Reedsville United Methodist Church 

Reedsville, WV 

hotrodpw@hotmail.com 

RUMC Trustee Chair & District UM Men President 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+1%3A1-14&version=NRSV
mailto:hotrodpw@hotmail.com


December 2, 2021 
When the Earth Shakes 

Luke 21:25-36 

 
25 There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress among 

nations confused by the roaring of the sea, and the waves.  26 People will faint from fear 

and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be 

shaken.  27 Then they will see ‘the Son of Man’ coming in a cloud’ with power and great 

glory. 28 Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, 

because your redemption is drawing near.   

 

 

I have to admit, when I read the scripture that Kristi Wilkerson assigned to me to use as the basis 

of this devotional, I wanted to write to her and ask her to TAKE IT BACK!  Surely, there was 

something different I could use – something about a baby boy born in a manger or a priest struck 

mute by the thought of a child to come?  Anything else that didn’t strike fear in the heart like this 

passage does. 

 

The passage, an example of apocalyptic scripture, uses symbolic themes and imagery to describe 

Christ’s second coming.  Knowing that, but also knowing that “about that day or hour no one 

knows” (Mark 13:32a), I think we make a mistake if we try to read this passage as a way to 

predict an end-time. 

 

Instead, we need to face our fear, and try to understand what these words means to us, today.  

Today is a bridge between the past and the future.  Standing here, on this day, and looking back, 

who could have predicted what has happened over the last two years?  No one.  Looking 

forward, do we have any idea what tomorrow will bring?  No idea.  

 

What do we know?  We know that sad times will roar into our lives like the sea.  The earth will 

shake as catastrophes strike in our families.  There will be dark times when it seems like the sun, 

the moon, and the stars fail to shine.  This passage reminds us that even in those times, Christ 

comes.  God is here.  “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you.  I do not give to you as the 

world gives.  Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid.” (John 14:27).  

This was true when Jesus told it to his disciples.  It is true for us, also. 

 

Prayer: Loving God, even when the earth moves, the dark comes, and our world seems to end, 

make yourself known to us in your love and light.  Amen.  

 

Kim Matthews, CLM 

Johnson Memorial United Methodist Church 

Huntington, WV 

kimmatthews@umfwv.org 

Vice President of the United Methodist Foundation of West Virginia 

and Annual Conference Director of Lay Servant Ministries 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+21%3A25-36&version=NRSV
mailto:kimmatthews@umfwv.org


December 3, 2021 

 

God’s Love Can Build a Bridge, but What Then? 
Jeremiah 33:14-16 

 

14 The time is coming, declares the LORD, when I will fulfill my gracious promise with the 

people of Israel and Judah. 15 In those days and at that time, I will raise up a righteous 

branch from David’s line, who will do what is just and right in the land. 16 In those days, 

Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is what he will be called: 

The LORD Is Our Righteousness. 

 

 

One event in West Virginia history had a lasting impact on countless lives in the United States.  

The Silver Bridge collapse in Point Pleasant in 1967 brought about a series of sweeping changes 

all over the country that strengthened the safety of our highways and roads and saved countless 

lives over the years. As a former bridge inspector for the state, my pre-college job was a product 

of those changes.   

 

From that training, I know that once a bridge is built, no matter how solid the construction, it 

requires continuous inspections and routine maintenance over its lifetime to ensure its longevity 

and safety for those who use it. 

 

There was a point in time for most of us where we needed sweeping changes to wake us up to  

God.  God builds us a bridge, so to speak, of grace and love and forgiveness, crossing into 

salvation if we choose, but just like a concrete and steel bridge, the rust and corrosion of sin can 

damage our lives.  If left unchecked, it can lead to deterioration and destruction. We need the 

constant monitoring, guidance, and love of God, our one true bridge builder, to allow us to see 

where sin is sneaking into our lives.   

 

Just like Judah and Jerusalem in our scripture reading, we all want to live safe and saved from 

the dangers of the world, both physically and spiritually. God gave them hope and peace, even in 

the midst of their trials and tribulations, by promising to raise up a righteous branch to do what 

was just and right – to build a bridge for their safety and salvation.  

 

Let’s remember this Advent season that God promises us, just like Judah and Jerusalem, that we 

have a glorious future and a life, with Him, no matter what our circumstances.  He is our 

righteousness! 

 

Prayer:  Dear God of Judah and Jerusalem, just like you did with your people, give us peace and 

hope, in our anticipation of the Advent season, to take whatever life throws at us and to 

consistently inspect our lives, to remain safe and secure in God. Amen. 

 

 
Jim Minutelli 

West Buckhannon & Mt. Lebanon UMC 

Buckhannon, WV 

minutellij@gmail.com 

District Lay Leader & Director of Lay Servant Ministries, 

Certified Lay Minister and WV Conference Communications Lead Team 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jeremiah+33%3A14-16&version=NRSV
mailto:minutellij@gmail.com


December 4, 2021 

 

A Full Life 
I Thessalonians 3:9-13 

 
9 How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before our 

God because of you?  10 Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you face to 

face and restore whatever is lacking in your faith.   

 

Paul had been in Thessalonica less than a month when he had to hurriedly leave due to the great 

opposition to the gospel he was preaching. Sometime later, Timothy brought to Paul some 

questions and problems that were troubling the believers in Thessalonica. Paul wrote this first 

epistle in response to what Timothy related and to give the Thessalonians needed comfort and 

encouragement in addition to praising them for their continued progress and faithfulness. 

 

In today’s passage, we read how Paul wants the Thessalonians to have a full life. In the context of 

the Advent season’s theme of waiting and watching for the birth of Jesus Christ, what better word 

for us than the need for us to encourage one another to have a full life? 

 

First, a full life includes joy (v. 9).  Joy is associated with life, although in our experience in this 

year there seems to be little joy with all the unrest, fires, storms, pandemic, lack of trust, etc. Paul 

wants the Thessalonians to know how to rejoice despite the persecution they continue to 

experience just as he wants us to know of this joy. 

 

Secondly, Paul says that this full life includes love (v. 12). He says, “May the Lord make your love 

increase and overflow for each other and for everyone else…” (NIV). The world needs Godlike 

love, and we are called to share this love. 

 

Thirdly, a full life includes holiness (v. 13). All God asks is that our heart should be open 

completely to Him and be filled with holiness. We are called to live a holy life, and with that there 

is assurance that at the return of Jesus Christ we will be ready. 

 

So, as we continue through this Advent season, remembering the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

may we live a full life as we await the second coming of Jesus Christ. 

 

Prayer:  Lord, prepare our hearts to receive anew Jesus Christ this Advent season and to go forth 

as your messengers, proclaiming a full life. Amen. 

 

Patricia (Pat) Mick 

Trinity United Methodist Church 

Talcott, West Virginia 

pdmick47@hotmail.com 

District UM Women Vice President, Chairperson of Church Council 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Thessalonians+3%3A9-13&version=NRSV
mailto:pdmick47@hotmail.com


December 5, 2021 
Harmony 

Romans 15:4-13 

 

“May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one 

another, in accordance with Christ Jesus.”   Romans 15:5 

 

The past fifteen months have been filled with concerns and disappointments.  We have each had our 

heartaches and struggles.  Last Christmas was particularly hard as we had to let go of many of our 

annual traditions.  For some, exchanging gifts was done in an empty parking lot instead of around a 

Christmas tree.   

 

Christmas shopping trips with friends was replaced by ordering online. The normal baking of Christmas 

cookies with children and grandchildren was done alone.  Our elderly became more and more isolated.  

We were unable to worship together but instead viewed our advent services on Facebook or YouTube.   

 

We missed singing Christmas carols and praying with each other.  It became easy to think only in terms 

of what we wanted.  It was hard to think of ourselves as a united body when we were so alone.   

 

Winter, with its sadness, was followed by one of the most beautiful springs I remember.  Jonquils, 

crocus, tulips, and daffodils sprung up everywhere in amazing abundance.  It appeared as a gift from 

God, giving us hope.  It wasn’t the individual flowers that were so inspiring, but the glory of all of them 

blooming together.  

 

 As Christians we are as individual as the flowers of spring.  We each bring gifts to the Lord in our own 

way, and sometimes in not getting our way.  In harmony we share God’s love in greater abundance.   

 

The pandemic and economic repercussions are going to change our lives for many years to come.  Our 

church is going to change, and the needs are going to be great.  We need to make certain as Christians 

we meet the needs of many and not just our individual needs.  Paul in Romans tells all to live in 

harmony, one with another.   As harmony in a song makes it sound richer, we too will be richer for 

developing harmony in our Christian lives. 

 

At the writing of this devotional we are unaware of what Christmas 2021 will look like.  What we do 

know is we will be celebrating God’s greatest gift of all – His Son.  The gift he gave in love to all of us, 

asking we share in harmony with all the world.   

 

Prayer:  Dear Lord, we’re in a really tough place right now.  We’ve developed our individual strengths 

in order to survive.  Now Lord, to glorify you and to celebrate Christ’s birth, we need to work in 

harmony with others.  Please, guide us along the right path that all may know your love.  Amen. 

 

Carolyn Shepler 

First United Methodist Church 

Elkins, WV 

crshepler@hotmail.com 

Member of Board of Christian Education 

 

   

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+15%3A4-13&version=NRSV
mailto:crshepler@hotmail.com


December 06, 2021 

 

The Bridge IS Out! The Bridge IS Out! 
Psalm 43: 3-6  

 
“3 O send out your light and your truth; let them lead me; let them bring me to your holy 

hill and to your dwelling. 4 Then I will go to the altar of God, to God my exceeding joy; 

and I will praise you with the harp, O God, my God. 5 Why are you cast down, O my 

soul, and why are you disquieted within me? Hope in God; for I shall again praise 

him, my help and my God.”   

 

The bridge is out! The bridge is out! This conjures up images of an old western when one of the 

townsfolk is running or racing on a horse towards the train that is barreling towards them > 

headed for a ravine where -- of course – the bridge is out.  

 

A bridge built to get from here to there, and now it’s gone. A bridge is defined by Webster as a 

structure carrying a pathway or roadway over a depression or obstacle.  

 

During my early college days in the 1980s, I worked in a one-hour photo lab. While there I 

processed negatives brought in by construction workers and made prints of the new bridge being 

built at 31st Street in Huntington. It was going to link Proctorville, Ohio, to Huntington, West 

Virginia.  

 

Without having to go all the way to 6th Street or 17th Street West or Point Pleasant, people would 

be able to move across the river – to eat, shop, visit relatives, or go to work with greater ease. 

When my parents moved back to the area following Dad’s retirement, they settled in Ohio. This 

new bridge gave us wonderful access to each other. 

 

We too can be a bridge. In the Psalm passage we hear words like “lead” and “bring.” People 

come to our churches – leaving the place where they are, physically and emotionally, and look to 

us to be the human structure along a pathway to a new place.  

 

What will they find? Love? Caring? Understanding? Acceptance? Or will they run away yelling, 

“The bridge is out!” 

 

Prayer: Heavenly Father, put us along the path where you need us to be and help us to be strong 

and supportive and the link that brings others to you. Amen. 

 

Steve Matthews 

Johnson Memorial United Methodist Church 

Huntington, WV 

sgmatthews1@yahoo.com 

Lay Equalization Member to WV Annual Conference 2021, Certified Lay Servant 

 

mailto:sgmatthews1@yahoo.com


December 7, 2021 

 

Be the Light! 
Psalm 27: 1-4 

 
The Lord is my light and my salvation— 

  whom shall I fear? 

The Lord is the stronghold of my life— 

 of whom shall I be afraid? 

 

When you go somewhere and you know it will be dark, you take a flashlight. You will need the 

light to see things that can only be reached by light. Light will overcome the darkness! When the 

light is shone in the darkness, the darkness is overcome; it disappears.  

 

David declares God to be his light and salvation. God led David though the dark and trying times 

of his life. Fear is represented by darkness. Light is the opposite. God provided David with the 

light needed to beat the darkness he was facing.  

 

The Creator of physical light and the Giver of spiritual light is God. He allows us to see the truth! 

We need His light! Without His light, you and I walk in darkness. We must seek His wisdom, 

know His truth, and live a righteous life. 

 

Be the flashlight for those people around you living in darkness. Shine His light into their 

darkness so they can see a renewed hope in front of them.  

 

Prayer:  Dear God, help me to allow Your light to shine on me and through me. You are the 

great light that overcomes all darkness in and around me. Amen.  

 

Tiffany Perdue 

Peterstown United Methodist Church 

Peterstown, WV 

theperdues10@gmail.com 

Certified Lay Servant, District Director of Lay Servant Ministries 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+27%3A1-4&version=NRSV
mailto:theperdues10@gmail.com


December 8, 2021 
Speechless in Judea 

Luke 1: 68-79 

 

By the tender mercy of our God, the dawn from on high will break upon us, to give light 

to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of 

peace. 

 

Have you ever found yourself unable to talk?  I’m a talker -- an extrovert.  As a college 

professor, I had laryngitis for months, and I could barely speak above a whisper.  I wondered if 

God was trying to tell me something:  talk less; listen more!   

 

Earlier in Luke 1, the elderly couple Zechariah and his wife Elizabeth had given up on being 

parents.  One day Jewish priest Zechariah was at work in the temple when the angel Gabriel 

showed up and told Zechariah that he and Elizabeth would have a son.   

 

Zechariah very much doubted that they would have a child.  He was unable to speak until the 

child was born.  Being speechless as a priest was likely as frustrating as trying to teach with no 

voice.  

 

The baby was born, named John, but still Zechariah couldn’t talk.  He used hand gestures and 

wrote on tablets to communicate.   

 

Family is everything in Jewish culture.  In order to keep the family name in place, the custom 

was to name the child after his dad.  Everyone in the community was excited to learn that they 

would name him John, though.  They got the message that this was to be a special kid.   

 

Eight days after he was born, the baby was to be circumcised and the entire community showed 

up to celebrate the occasion.  At the ceremony Zechariah suddenly was no longer speechless.   

 

The passage for today’s devotion is the speech Zechariah gave to his family and friends.  He 

praised God for his son and for the messiah that was soon to be born.  Baby John would be a 

prophet and would prepare the way for the promised messiah.   

 

During this Advent season, we celebrate John’s birth because of the influence he would have on 

Jesus who would bring light in the darkness and guide us to the path of peace.  

 

Prayer:  Thank you, God, for sometimes making us speechless so we will hear your Word.  Teach 

us not to doubt your promises because we know that your Son still brings light in today’s world.  

Help us be the light to others.  Amen. 

 

Pam Braden 

Calvary United Methodist Church , Ripley, WV 

Pam.braden@wvup.edu 

Conference Communications Lead Team; Little Kanawha District Lay Ministry 
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December 9, 2021 

Walking in the Light 
John 12:35-36a 

 
35Jesus said to them, “The light is with you for a little longer. Walk while you have the 

light, so that the darkness may not overtake you. If you walk in the darkness, you do not 

know where you are going. 36While you have the light, believe in the light, so that you 

may become children of light.” 

 

Have you ever tried to read in the dark? If you have, you will know that it is pretty difficult. For 

any reader, a source of light is as important as the book with which they become so enthralled.  

As a kid I loved to read, so much so that my parents would have to take away my books in the 

afternoons and evenings to ensure that I would get my homework and chores done.  

 

It should be no surprise that bedtime, a time when the lights would go out, and I would be forced 

to stop reading, was also an issue. As a result, I was constantly trying to smuggle flashlights into 

my room to stow away for use at that dreaded hour when I would be told to put my book down 

until the next day.  

 

While our world has many sources of light, as humans we are not inherently one of them (if we 

were, it would be so much easier to read at night).  

 

However, we read in John about a Light which did come into the world in the form of a human. 

Jesus was born, lived, died, and was resurrected, all while being the greatest source of light the 

world has ever known. As the Light, his power of illumination was and is rivaled by nothing.  

 

Darkness flees from him, and those touched by his light find themselves deeply changed. What is 

even more wonderful about this Light is the fact that it is freely given to all who have faith in 

Jesus’ power of illumination and his triumph over darkness.  

 

As “Children of the Light,” we are called to continue walking in the light and embracing a 

lifestyle which is reflective of the source of the light and the love of Jesus. I am reminded of 

Matthew 5:14 and 16 in which Christ tells us, “You are the light of the world….let your light 

shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in 

heaven.” 

 

When we choose to place our faith in the One True Light that is Jesus, and embrace a life in 

which his Light is reflected through us, we not only open ourselves, but also the world around us, 

to incredible transformation.  

 

Prayer:  Hey God, thank you for sharing your Light with us and thank you for enabling us to 

reflect that light to others. As we move throughout our world, help us to remember to live within 

the light, loving you and others with all that we are. Amen. 

 

Jacob Henley 

Saint Marks UMC, Charleston, WV 

p.jacobhenley@gmail.com 

Youth and Family Life Coordinator 
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December 10, 2021 

The Light that Shines So Brightly 
Ephesians 5: 6-14 

 

 

“For the light makes everything visible. This is why it is said, 

“Awake, O sleeper, rise up from the dead, and Christ will give you light.” 

 

The phone call from our daughter Rachel, who resided in Golden, Colorado, was certainly very 

welcomed. Trips to and from the beautiful state were few and far between. I knew she and her 

husband loved the area with its hills and trails that gave them every opportunity to bike, hike, 

and kayak.  

 

It wasn’t long into the conversation when she shocked us with the news:  they were moving to 

Pittsburgh!  Her husband JC had accepted a position as a civil engineer with the federal 

government. We knew Rachel was expecting her second son in June, and we were more than 

glad to have them move in with us while they explored housing in the Pittsburgh area.  

 

After several years of flirting with the idea, I had already submitted my papers for retirement at 

the end of June. I was so excited as a new chapter was beginning, and my daughter and family 

would be only a stone’s throw away.  

 

Second son Quinn was born right on schedule in June, and they moved into their new home in 

Pittsburgh over the Labor Day weekend. Soon thereafter, Thanksgiving was upon us, and we 

delighted in Rachel’s newly expanded family’s visit to celebrate the season.  

 

However, during the visit, my wife (nurse by trade) detected an unusual hardness in Quinn’s 

little belly. Further investigation at the children’s hospital in Pittsburgh confirmed the concern:  

five month old Quinn had a large cancerous mass on his liver.  

 

The darkness began to overshadow our spirits. Fear began to take up residency. My wife and I 

fought back tears and disbelief and anger.  

 

Time will not allow me to share all that transpired since those dark moments. However, God had 

truly been working on Quinn’s behalf:  the family had unexpectedly decided to move back. My 

wife had the medical experience to detect the abnormal stomach. I had finally decided to retire 

and was able to take care of eighteen-month old brother Phoenix for the next year while Quinn 

underwent extensive treatments and an eventual transplant.   

 

There were so many other God-incidences during that year. So many prayers and love!  Quinn 

celebrated his fifth birthday in June.  

 

Prayer:  Christ was born to bring hope. To bring love. To bring light in the darkness.  Amen. 

 

Dan Erenrich 

Spruce Street United Methodist Church, Morgantown, WV 

dan.erenrich@gmail.com 

Lay Member to Annual Conference, Sunday School Teacher 
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December 11, 2021 

Bridging the Gap 
1 Peter 2:5-9 

 

“But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to 

God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his 

wonderful light.”  1 Peter 2:9 

 

Joyce was the new secretary in the Nursing School Office.  She was a single parent struggling to 

raise her children.  While I didn’t have direct contact with her, we would exchange greetings in 

the hall.  Just one year earlier, I was the new employee, and wondered why the Lord had called 

me to take a position an 1½-hour drive from home.  I knew God would reveal the answers in His 

time, so I began the daily commute, which would last for three years. 

 

It was Joyce who would give me the answer.  One day about two weeks after our initial meeting, 

Joyce stopped me in the hall and said, “You walk with the Lord don’t you?”  I looked at her 

rather dumbfounded.  I said, “What do you mean?”  She replied, “I mean you have a strong faith 

in your God, and He is with you.”  I said, “Why, yes I do, very much so, but what makes you say 

that?”   

 

She answered, “Because it’s evident in what you do and say.  You just have a glow.”   

 

I wasn’t sure whether I should be ecstatic or frightened.  The light came on suddenly.  I was here 

to share my love of Christ through my actions.  I thanked her and went on my way. 

 

A few days later Joyce stopped by again and shared a very heartbreaking and tragic story of her 

married life, divorce, child abuse, and one child on drugs.  She needed a shoulder to lean on for a 

while.   

 

She was finding her way back to the Lord, and he invited me to help her.  What a privilege it is 

to help someone on their faith journey.  We established a friendship.  We talked and prayed 

about where she was in her faith, and what she could do to live out that faith. 

 

God calls forth persons in each generation—people like you and me—who will stand in the gap 

with Christ, who will bridge the separation between people and God, where the grace of Christ 

needs to be made real.  When we are united with Christ as members of the Body, we join in His 

priestly work of reconciling God and His children. 

 

Prayer:  Heavenly Father, help me open my hand and my heart when I encounter the needs of 

others.  Encourage me, Lord, to open my life to those who need a taste of your love and bounty.  

In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 

Carol Miller 

Simpson United Methodist Church, Moundsville, WV 

cpmiller3822@comcadt.net 

Lay Leader and District Chair of Lay Servant Ministries 
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December 12, 2021 – Third Sunday of Advent 

 

Joy to the World 
Zephaniah 3:14-20 

 

The LORD your God is with you, 

the Mighty Warrior who saves. 

He will take great delight in you; 

in his love he will no longer rebuke you, 

but will rejoice over you with singing 

 

If you were to read the entire book of Zephaniah (all 3 chapters), you would find it a book of 

doom and gloom. God is upset with the people because they have not followed His will. They 

have become spoiled, shameless people (His words not mine), and He is determined to wipe 

them out.  

 

But in the scripture for today, He has changed His mind. Judgment is past, and God is in the mist 

of the people showing them love and forgiveness and leadership.  He is telling them to sing aloud 

the joy of gladness for new life. 

 

This song of joy to the world is exactly what we need in these uncertain days. God is promising 

the children of Israel that judgment is past, and the joy is waiting.  He will be in their midst just 

as He is in our midst. The judgment will be past, and the marginalized and the outcasts will be 

honored.    

 

We do not need to look for examples of bad news in our days. But in the midst of fears, wars, 

killings, government messes and so much anxiety over a pandemic, it is good to remember that 

God offers us a time of joy. A time that we no longer must fear disasters but rejoice in the fact 

that we are His people—called by His name, and He is in our midst.  

 

Just as God built bridges for the people of Israel, bridges of hope, love, and joy, bridges to bring 

them home, so He builds bridges that will take us home. 

 

During this season of advent, let us rejoice in the fact that God sent His only son to bring us eternal 

life. During our times of fear and anxiety, let us trust in Him to bring us joy. Let us accept the gift 

of God’s love, peace and joy made know to us by the birth of the Savior. 

 

Prayer: Good and gracious God, during this most holy season, help us to remember that we are 

not alone. Thank you for being in our midst and bringing us the joy of your love. Help us to show 

that love to others.  Amen. 

 

Judy Raines 

Trinity United Methodist Church, Bluefield, West Virginia 

denraines@frontier.com 

Chair - Global Ministries, Certified Lay Speaker, and 

WV PAG representative to United Methodist Women 
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December 13, 2021 

 

Lifting the Veil 
2 Corinthians 4:3-6 

 

“3And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. 4The god of this 

age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel 

that displays the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 5 For what we preach is not 

ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake. 6 For 

God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness, made his light shine in our hearts to give 

us the light of the knowledge of God’s glory displayed in the face of Christ.”   

  

“The god of this age” seeks to veil “the light of the gospel that displays the glory of Christ.”  

This veil prevents some from seeing the true light, the shine of God’s glory.  “The god of this 

age” has a light that is bright, but it can only show us the things of this world; it “veils” the truth.   

 

Wealth, power, the belief in self, self-indulgence, fulfillment of our desires and a fruitless 

journey of seeking to develop a perfect workable philosophy for life are the veil of “the god of 

this age.”  “The god of this age” is deceiving many into believing these are the “true light,” 

preventing them from seeing Christ and who he is.   

 

The same Greek work can be translated as “to see” and “to illuminate.”  God’s light allows us 

“to see” and “illuminates” the love that God has for us. It takes away the veil so that believers 

can see “God’s glory displayed in the face of Christ.”   

 

Once the veil is lifted, we then know who Christ is, and his “light shines in our hearts,” a beacon 

to the unbelievers so they may know Christ as well. But some unbelievers’ sight remains veiled, 

and they never see the face of the Messiah, never knowing who he is, never understanding the 

light of the gospel: “the one (Christ) who by dying for all has allowed all believers to live 

forever.” 

 

Will you pray this prayer with me?   

 

Prayer:  Father, thank you for allowing us to see your face, for lifting the veil and allowing us to 

know who you are.  Thank you for the light that outshines the things of this world.  Let your light 

shine in us so that others can see who you are and lift the veil from their eyes.  In the name of 

Jesus Christ, the true light, AMEN.    

 

Randall Isom 

United Methodist Temple 

Beckley, WV 

risom02@gmail.com 

Certified Lay Servant 
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December 14, 2021 

 

God’s Light 
1 John 1:4-7 

 

The Advent Season shows us how we should walk in the light. 

“We write this to make our joy complete.” 

 

It is easy to see the light when we are on the mountain tops but hard to see when we are in the 

valley.  In the valley we must really look up to that glimmer of hope until we are back on 

mountaintops.  COVID-19 is like a valley in our life’s journey. 

 

Doing what is necessary to help others in the valley is to see the light of God’s love: our friends 

need food, help with rent and utilities, etc.  Working at a food and clothing pantry, I see lots of 

love and those showing true light of God’s love.  When we feed and clothe the needy, we can see 

Jesus being fed and clothed.  

 

If we are not walking in the light, we are walking in darkness.  We cannot have it two ways; we 

are to shun wickedness and not caring and instead embrace holiness, truth and love for each 

other. 

 

The three wise men followed a star showing them where the light of God would be born on 

earth.  Every year we celebrate the coming of Jesus to remind us of the light that God sent to us.  

We human beings need to be reminded of that light so that it does not go out in us. 

 

Sharing fellowship with all is walking in the light. God is light, and we want to walk in that light 

and share that light.  As we wait anxiously for the new beginning, we are excited.  Telling 

everyone about the light is getting excited about the love of God. 

 

Prayer:  Heavenly Father, we thank you for the light to show love to others.  Through the Advent 

Season, be with us as we fellowship with each other.  In Jesus’ precious name, we offer this 

prayer.  Amen.  

 

Karen L. Lang 

Bridgeport United Methodist Church 

Bridgeport, WV 

lindale6@aol.com 

Chairperson of Nominating Committee of District UM Women 

and Past President of Bridgeport UM Women 
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December 15, 2021 

If You’re not First, You’re Last 
Isaiah 12:2-6 

Surely God is my salvation; I will trust and not be afraid. The Lord, the Lord himself, is 

my strength and my defense; he has become my salvation.  

I have always been competitive. From a simple card game or out on the field, I would always 

make sure I was winning. And when I didn’t win, my mood was rocked. I was the person that 

would yell at the TV when my Cowboys had fumbled or the ref would say it was not a catch.  

I had a “If you’re not first, you’re last” mentality. And yes, I did just quote Talladega Nights, but 

it is the truth. And you would be lying if you have never had those types of thoughts in your head 

as well. It may not pertain to sports, maybe it is popularity, academics, or in the work place. 

Nobody likes to be last. It goes back to Adam and Eve or Cain and Abel.  

Eve thought she was missing out; do you like feeling left out? Cain was a poor loser; seriously, 

did you think he was going to favor your sacrifice over Abel’s who brought his best to the Lord? 

Our society pushes us to mark off all the boxes in order to be deemed worthy of praise.  

I struggled with this, when I was too proud to admit that I failed and dug myself into a deeper 

hole. We never broadcast our failures, so we walk around acting as if we do nothing but succeed, 

and that gives off unrealistic expectations. At some point in the past year, we have all failed in 

one way or another. Some to the point of fear. I know my family and I were there, knocking on 

fear’s door until we turned around and refocused ourselves on the only thing that could bring us 

peace, that could bring us hope.  

The beauty of this season is about the salvation that has been given to us through an eight pound 

six ounce (I know we don’t know his actual birth weight) precious child who was born in a 

manger, and who would grow up to live a sinless life to become the ultimate sacrifice so that we 

could never lose hope again. He who knew no sin, no failures, became ours. Because of Jesus 

Christ being our salvation, we will always be first. 

And we will always be first when we stop being afraid and start trusting in the one who has 

instilled hope in our lives.  

Prayer:  Heavenly Father, thank you for giving your one and only Son. Help us focus this season 

on the one who gave us our salvation. In your name we pray, Amen. 

 

Schauna Chambers 

First United Methodist 

Huntington, WV 

schambers@firstunitedmethodist.com 

Director of Children’s Education and Youth Pastor 
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December 16, 2021 

 

Jesus Just Wants YOU 
Isaiah 40:1-11  

 “He tends his flock like a shepherd; He gathers the lambs in his arms and carries them 

close to his heart; he gently leads those that have young.”   

How do you prepare for the coming of a newborn baby? The excitement brings with it the 

collection of many items needed to care for the little one. Bottles, blankets, diapers, clothing and 

many more important items – all the things to keep the baby comfortable. We may even go as far 

as preparing a beautiful, themed bedroom for the precious little one.  

 

Then the big moment arrives; the newborn is here!  

 

After the doctors and nurses check the little one out, the first thing the mommy gets to do is have 

the baby in her arms. No clothing, no bottle, just her! Everyone is excited – mom, dad, 

grandparents, siblings and friends. The first thing everyone wants is to hold the newborn in their 

arms, and that’s all the newborn wants, too! 

 

As we prepare this advent season for the coming of the Christ child, Savior of the world, how are 

you preparing for him? Are you busy with decorations, lights, food prep, planning gatherings? It 

is an exciting time as it should be.  

 

When Christmas day arrives, remember in all your preparation, Jesus just wants you! Nothing 

more but you!  

 

Just as a mom realizes the same with her newborn, she begins to give more of herself to her little 

one. In ways of comforting, loving, protecting and guiding the baby every day.  

 

That is just what Jesus wants to do for you and even more. He came to love, comfort, protect and 

guide us in this life. What a blessing to be a Child of God! Let’s spread the good news this 

Advent season. Let’s get excited for the arrival of the Christ child! Remind others in all their 

preparation during this Christmas season that all “JESUS WANTS IS YOU!” 

 

Prayer:  Our Loving Heavenly Father, How Great Thou Are! As we have entered this Advent 

season, let us come as we are ready to receive Jesus. Let us come, knowing the love, mercy and 

grace he gives to us. Reminding us, that Jesus just wants us. In your precious name, Jesus, we 

pray. Amen. 

 

Angela Hazelwood 

Monroe Charge 

Sweet Springs, WV 

gordy57hazelwood@yahoo.com 

Assistant Assigned Supply, Certified Lay Servant, pending CLM 
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December 17, 2021 

From Sin to Glory 
John 9:1-7 

 

“It was not because of his sins or his parents’ sins,” Jesus answered.  

“This happened so the power of God could be seen in him.” 

 

Tragedy.  There’s no way we can go through this life and escape some sort of tragedy or 

upheaval in our lives. For most, there will be multiple times of trouble that we have to overcome.  

When those things happen, we have a choice to make.  We can either let tragedy destroy and 

defeat us, or we can let it make us a better person and use it to glorify God.  We live in a sinful 

world, and those bad times are going to come our way -- no matter what. 

 

In my life I can think of three times I have really struggled with difficult times.  Twice, my 

career Army husband was deployed to the Middle East.  Once when we’d only been married six 

weeks, at the ages of 20 and 22, then again 14 years and three children later.  The fallout from 

those deployments led to my second disaster…marriage trouble.  After lots of fights and 

counseling, we came through it better and stronger.  Closer to each other, but more importantly, 

closer to God. 

 

My latest strife was that in June I was diagnosed with breast cancer.  It was very small and 

caught early, so that was a blessing. After receiving the diagnosis and getting a treatment plan 

together, I never shed one tear.  I felt very much at peace and had faith that God was in control.  

I’m struggling a little bit right now with some side effects of the meds, but as in all troubles 

before this, I know I’ll come through better, stronger, and closer to God. 

 

When these curve balls are thrown our way, we need to learn from them and use them to glorify 

God.  Because of our previous marital problems, we have been able to start a marriage ministry 

to try to help other couples strengthen their marriages and learn from our experiences.   

 

As for my current situation, I’ve been helped so much by others who have already walked this 

path.  That wisdom is where I draw my peace, and I am so thankful that they’re glorifying God 

through their experiences. During Advent, let’s reflect on what the enemy wanted to use to 

destroy us, and let it empower us to glorify God! God is good…ALL THE TIME!!! 

 

Prayer:  Heavenly and Gracious Father, Lord God, we thank you that even in the midst of our 

trials and tribulations that you create a way for us to use our experiences to glorify you.  It’s 

okay for us to get angry, to grieve, but help us to never get stuck there, to draw closer to you, 

and to use all of our experiences, good and bad, for Your good. In Christ’s Most Precious Name. 

Amen. 

 

Stacy Hoover 

Stout Memorial UMC 

Parkersburg, WV 

stacysmumc@gmail.com 

Minister of Marriage, Family and Youth 
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December 18, 2021 

What Shall We Do? 
Luke 3:1-18 

 
10 And the crowds asked him, “What then should we do?” 11 In reply he said to them, 

“Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has none; and whoever has food 

must do likewise.”  

  

After reading this familiar passage in different translations, one word, “do,” stands out to me.  In 

verse 8, John tells his followers to demonstrate or prove their repentance.  The people, probably 

those standing closest to John, ask “What then shall we do?”  John answers, instructing them to 

share their clothes and their food with those who have not.   

 

Then others, identified as tax collectors, approach John and ask, “what shall we do?”  He 

instructs them to be fair in their jobs.  Others, described as soldiers, then come to John and ask, 

“what shall we do?”  John tells them to treat people honestly and to be satisfied with their pay.    

 

In several translations the questions are phrased in almost identical ways.  John’s answers vary 

slightly in the translations, but the meanings are the same: share with others, treat people fairly, 

honestly, and respectfully.   

 

“Share” and “fair,” are words we use often when helping young children learn to play together.  

As adults we look for fairness, honesty, and respect in our workplaces, homes, and relationships.   

 

During the pandemic many children have had limited opportunities to play together and to learn 

about sharing and fairness.  Many adults have noticed a lack of fairness and equity in their work 

environments.   

 

Many women have called attention to the lack of respect and subsequent harm they have 

experienced.  Many people of all ages continue to experience loneliness and despair after months 

of restricted “pandemic living.”  What shall we do? 

 

John’s answers to the questions, “what shall we do?”  foreshadow Jesus’s instruction, “Do for 

others just what you want them to do for you.”  (Luke 6: 31) 

 

Each of us can resolve to live by the Golden Rule.  We can resolve to reach out to others, to 

really see them as children of God, to attempt to understand them, and to build a personal 

relationship with them.  We may not be able to shake hands or hug one another, but we can try to 

establish an individual connection based on sharing, fairness, honesty, and respect.   

 

Prayer: Dear God, remind us each day to “do for others” just what we want them to do for us.  

Guide us as we strive to reach out and make personal connections with others.  Amen. 

 

Alice B. Riecks 

Cross Lanes United Methodist Church, Charleston, WV 

abriecks@gmail.com 

Church Historian 
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December 19, 2021 – Fourth Sunday of Advent 

 

Just Like Your Father 
Isaiah 11:1-10 

 

“The LORD's spirit will rest upon him, a spirit of wisdom and understanding, a spirit of 

planning and strength, a spirit of knowledge and fear of the LORD.”  

My mother frequently told me I was just like my father! This normally was stated when she 

thought I was exhibiting irritating behaviors she did not like in my dad, but there were times they 

were lovingly stated about both my dad and me.  

 

Good or bad, I normally accepted her comments as compliments. Why? Because I adored my 

father! I often did things hoping to please him. We had a very special bond. He had two 

daughters and no sons, so he and I shared in several activities that a father and son would. He 

taught me how to drive a straight nail, identify trees, plant and tend vegetable and flower 

gardens, and make the best pancakes! 

 

Isaiah is filled with prophecies about the Messiah and this particular passage speaks fondly of the 

behaviors the “Anointed One,” Messiah would share with His Father. They are the seven gifts of 

the Holy Spirit – wisdom, understanding, counsel, fortitude, knowledge, piety, and fear of the 

Lord. 

 

The last gift, fear of the Lord, is not a punitive fear but a “filial” fear like a child’s fear of 

disappointing his/her father. We recognize the authority of the Father. We want to please Him 

for all He has done for us. 

 

During the Pandemic, many of us have spent more time as a family than we have in a very long 

time. We have shared special moments and memories as well as established new ones. We have 

also learned the importance of our church family, office family, and other groups we recognize 

as important to us.   

 

Can you imagine the difference we could make in one another’s lives if we worked harder to 

behave more like our Heavenly Father? This Christmas may we all strive to share the traits of 

our Heavenly Father and give the gift of fear of the Lord as the gift that is sure to please Him. 

 

Prayer: Heavenly Father, thank you for your love and understanding. I ask that my awe and 

awareness of your glory and power never fades from my heart and mind. Amen. 

 

Deborah Shaffer 

First UM Church, Parkersburg, WV 

dshaffer@suddenlink.net 

District Lay Servant Ministries Director, Local Hospitality/Communications Chair,  

and United Methodist Foundation of West Virginia Trustee 
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December 20, 2021 

Gift Ideas 

Philippians 1:3-13 

 

“And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more and more with knowledge and 

full insight to help you to determine what is best, so that in the day of Christ you may be 

pure and blameless, having produced the harvest of righteousness that comes through 

Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God.”  

Only five more shopping days until Christmas, and I know exactly what gift I’m getting you!  

You’re going to love it, and I know it will fit you perfectly.   

I’m asking God to give you (and me) “knowledge and full insight to determine what is best.”   

Once we’ve opened this present, we’ll be reminded that God extends the same grace, love and 

mercy to each and every human being, even those who we may not think deserve our grace, love 

and mercy.   

God really does love ALL of us, even though NONE of us has done anything to deserve it.  As 

God’s children we share a common bond:  we are ALL in need of God’s grace, love and mercy.  

In a world rife with division, we can acknowledge this common bond by extending these Christ-

like behaviors to all the people God brings into our lives.  

We’ll find ourselves feeling more “pure and blameless” when we consistently offer these 

Christian values to our friends … and our foes.  Our Scripture from Philippians leads us to hope 

that our love may overflow with knowledge and insight.    

As we meditate on Paul’s prayer, we can remind ourselves that Advent is a time to recapture 

what we are seeking.  “Peace on Earth” is sought by many.   

Our knowledge and insights can be used in efforts to extend Christ’s love as our gift to a hurting 

world.  Let’s make Paul’s prayer our own in hopes that we can help make that love “overflow 

more and more.”  During the Season of Advent, we prepare for the coming of God’s ultimate gift 

by offering our gifts to the glory of God. 

Prayer:  Gracious and loving God, we pray for discernment to know your will.  Empower us to 

extend Christ-like behaviors toward our neighbors and forgive us when we fail you.  Take our 

lives and lead us to glorify you.  Amen. 

Robert Jackson 

Milton United Methodist Church 

Milton, WV 

robkatjac@hotmail.com 

Certified Lay Speaker 
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December 21, 2021 
Worry Less, Pray More 

Philippians 4:4-7 

“Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about everything. Tell God what you need, 

and thank him for all he has done.”  

As a young boy, and still to this day, I look forward to Christmastime. What makes this time so 

special? For me, it’s the break from school, the Christmas play rehearsals, the time spent with 

loved ones, the exchanging of gifts, and especially celebrating Jesus’s birth.  

I always look forward to it, but for a few years, I found that I could not enjoy this season the way 

I had in the past. Around the time I entered the seventh grade, I began to worry a tremendous 

amount. With every bad thought that entered my mind, worry and stress would steal my joy. I 

feared the lies the enemy was pouring over me could, in fact, be true. I won’t get into details, but 

it was one of the worst times of my life. 

One thing I love about God, however, is that He can use our troubles and turn them into a 

testimony to help others.  

I have since left that season of my life, and Jesus has given me victory over those worries. One 

thing I have learned through this season is that you must displace bad thoughts as soon as they 

come into your mind. Trying to figure them out, or make sense of them, will do no good.  

We must surrender them to the Lord. As 2 Corinthians 5:4 tells us, “We use God’s mighty 

weapons, not worldly weapons, to knock down the strongholds of human reasoning and to 

destroy false arguments.”  

Once surrendered and given to God, we must replace that thought with something good – 

something honorable, pure, or lovely by God’s standards. 

This season in my life brought me closer to God and made me more dependent on Him. I had to 

worry less and pray more in order to experience the joy and peace the author was writing about 

in Philippians. It’s time to take authority over your thoughts in Jesus’ Name! 

Prayer: Father, help us to resist the urge to overthink our worries and bad thoughts. Help us to 

surrender those thoughts to You and replace them with good thoughts, so we can experience 

your joy and peace. In Jesus’ Name we pray, Amen. 

 

Garrett Davis 

Pleasant Hill United Methodist Church 

Kincheloe, WV 

garrett.davis770@gmail.com 

Certified Lay Speaker 
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December 22, 2021 

 

The Incredible Result of God’s Unconditional Love 
Titus 3:4-7 

 
4 But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, 5 he saved us, not 

because of any works of righteousness that we had done, but according to his mercy, through the 

water[a] of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit. 

During this Advent season, when we focus on the birth of Jesus we need to be especially 

thankful that God reached out to reveal to us more about the depth and breadth of that love.  

Jesus introduced us to a new image of God as a loving father who desires, more than anything, to 

have a close personal relationship with each of His children.   

According to William Barclay, “Jesus came to tell them [His children] not of the justice that 

would pursue them forever, but of the love which would never let them go, ...When Christ enters 

a man’s life for the first time, he really begins to live.” 

God’s unconditional love for us is clearly demonstrated in the story of the Prodigal Son.  The 

father’s love is so strong that when he sees his son returning home from his carousing adventure, 

he runs to greet him and expresses boundless joy.  

There are no conditions, just abundant love and grace.  It is our awareness of this incredible 

revelation of God’s unconditional love that sets us free.  Free from the fear of God; free to 

approach God; free to enter into an intimate personal relationship with God; and free to enjoy 

Him forever, as the Westminster Shorter Catechism states.    

To fully experience God’s abundant love and grace simply must accept it, as a gift.  Accepting 

this gift means we open the door to our heart and let the Holy Spirit enter.  I find that there are 

doors in my heart to be opened, that I am not yet even aware are closed.  Max Lucado expresses 

this idea quite well in the title of his book “God loves you just the way you are, but he refuses to 

leave you that way.  He wants you to be…  JUST LIKE JESUS.”   

Jesus also encourages us to live for others with an attitude of service.  Why does he say this?   

Numerous times, he says that this is the path to finding real life.   “Do this and you will live.”  

Prayer: God, we know that you desire the same abiding intimacy with each of us that you had 

with Jesus.  You wait patiently for us to allow you into our hearts more fully and more 

completely.  Show us through the Holy Spirit how we can keep the door open and open more 

compartments for it is in this way that we find eternal life.   We pray in the strong name of our 

Lord and savior, Jesus Christ, who came to teach us how to love.   Amen.              
(Prayer Adapted from an Unknown Author) 

                                                                                                                                                                                                       

Bill Dickey 

United Methodist Temple, Beckley, WV 

bdickey@lagates.com 

Parishioner 
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December 23, 2021 

 

New Journeys 
Isaiah 62:6-12 

 “Walk out of the gates. Get going! Get the road ready for the people. Build the highway. Get at it! 

Clear the debris… ‘Look! Your Savior comes, ready to do what he said he’d do, prepared to complete 

what he promised.’”   

In August I started a new position with a Pittsburgh company delivering professional learning and providing on-

site classroom support to teachers at all levels of K-12 education.  It is an exciting new journey, and I know that 

God has orchestrated many things in the past three years to lead me here. 

There have been many times over the past three years that I have really wondered what God was up to!  I asked 

Him why he moved me from my leadership position in Upshur County or why I was back in the classroom late 

in my career, learning how to teach students through an online platform. It was difficult!  I frequently asked 

Him what’s next, but He kept all of that veiled to me. 

Now, looking back, I have been tracing the path He’s led me on.  When I worked for Alderson-Broaddus (A-B) 

University, I taught an online summer course that prepared me for the online instruction I had to give as the 

pandemic started.   

At A-B, I was teaching elementary math methods to elementary education majors.  Now I’m coaching 

elementary teachers in good teaching practices and math concepts. 

Going back into the classroom reframed my focus from the principal’s perspective back to a teacher 

lens…which is what I needed to become a good math coach.   

This passage in Isaiah reminds me of the work that God has done these past few years.  He pushed me out of my 

comfort zone.  He told me, “Walk out of the gates.  Get going!  Get the road ready for the people.  Build the 

highway.  Get at it!  Clear the debris…” 

Our Savior is coming.  He is ready to do what He said He’d do, prepared to complete what He promised.  We 

are His people, and if we surrender our will to Him, He will certainly lead us on a path to fulfill His perfect 

plan.  I’m grateful that He cleared the way for me.  During this Advent season, I pray that you will listen for His 

voice, surrender to His plan, and trust that He is working it all for you, His Holy People. 

Prayer: Gracious God, thank You for the Word and for the reminders that we are Your people, and You are our 

God.  We are grateful for the ways you work in our lives, clearing the way for new journeys.  Help us to trust 

You, to surrender to You, and to know that You are working for our good.  Help us to live as Your Holy People.  

In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 

Renee Warner 

First United Methodist Church 

Buckhannon, WV 

refwarner@gmail.com 

Member of Burlington Family Services Board of Trustees and FUMC Worship Assistant and pianist 
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December 24, 2021 – Christmas Eve 

A Season of Joy! 
Luke 1:39-55  

 “Happy is she who believed that the Lord would fulfill the promises he made to her.”         

So, here we are… Christmas Eve. I hope that you have everything bought and wrapped, your 

meals planned and food cooked, and plan to attend your local church’s Christmas Eve service. 

When I had young children, I am ashamed to say that Christmas Eve was a day of semi-panic as 

I attempted to get everything done.  

Sometimes I would even skip the 12/24 service! Oh my! No joy, just rushing!  

Now, as a certified lay minister assigned to a church, I am joyful to be conducting that special 

evening service of welcoming the Child who would become our Messiah, the Holy One from 

God.  

Having two daughters, I find that I can relate to the joy both Mary and Elizabeth share in their 

pregnancies.  But their joy in this scripture is in the Lord, not necessarily in the fact that they 

both are expecting babies in unique and special circumstances. In the above verse, Elizabeth 

proclaims her joy.   

Then Mary begins her narrative (The Magnificat) with these words: “With all my heart I glorify 

the Lord!” Pure joy and happiness in what God is doing through them! Their adoration is for 

God and God’s plans. There will be plenty of time to adore their children and get things done, 

but for now, the focus of their joy is on God. 

When I think about how God works in these women, in the world, in you, in me, I become 

overwhelmed with joy! I become joyfully overwhelmed with the beauty, the mystery, the 

faithfulness, the expectancy, the work of our God. I become joyfully overwhelmed with the love, 

grace, peace, example, and work of our Savior, Jesus Christ! And I pray to find Christ’s joy in 

ALL circumstances – not just the good times. I pray that you may find the joy of Christ’s 

presence at all times, as well. 

I know you hear this every year, and you pledged to do it: slow down and savor the season. 

Whether you accomplished this or not this year, please make this day, next year, and every 

coming Advent A SEASON OF JOY – in all circumstances!  

Prayer: Holy Lord, we come to you joyfully overwhelmed: for this season, for a coming year 

awaiting many blessings, for family and friends and time spent together, and most especially for 

the gift of your Son, our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ – the Messiah. Help us to always live in A 

SEASON OF JOY – in all circumstances! Amen.  

 

(M.J.) Pat Ramsey 

Wellsburg UMC, Wellsburg, WV 

rramsey549@frontier.com 

 

Certified Lay Minister assigned to Ruble UMC, Wheeling, WV 
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December 25, 2021 – Christmas Day 

 

Christmas Day 
Luke 2:8-20 

 

The angel said unto them, “Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which 

shall be to all people.  For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is 

Christ the Lord.”… so they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in 

the Manger.  When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; 

and all who heard it were amazed. 

 

These are the words used to present our Savior, Jesus Christ, to the world.  And Jesus brought hope.  

Jesus brought love.  And, Jesus brought a promise of a better tomorrow for all people. 

 

You and I both know that being human is not easy.  And it has been especially challenging during the 

last 20+ months. This promise delivered through Jesus keeps me going, and hopefully, you too.  That 

promise of eternal life with Jesus also reminds me of the Shepherds’ next steps.  

 

Read again the last sentence of the Scripture above.  What did the Shepherds do immediately after they 

gazed upon the baby Jesus?   

 

The Scripture says that “they made known, and all who heard it were amazed.” In other words, they told 

others.  

 

Being a shepherd was not easy.  This was a job that no one dreamed of.  These shepherds most likely 

would either have been too old, too disabled, or too young to keep a job in town.  They were usually the 

poorest of the poor and spent their lives caring for the livestock on the mountainsides, working for 

someone else, and receiving very little compensation. They were common people, not wealthy, not 

royalty, just everyday folks trying to make it from one day to the next.   

 

But yet, the shepherds were chosen by God as the first to see the newborn King. And they immediately 

shared what they had seen. 

 

The Scripture continues, “The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard 

and seen, as it had been told them.” 

 

Prayer: Holy God, on this day we celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ our Savior. We give you thanks. 

Continue to guide us through all tomorrows as we, like the shepherds, share the “good tidings of great 

joy, which shall be to all people.”  AMEN. 

 

Eva Hensley Faulkner 

Carr Memorial United Church 

Princeton, WV 

Evahensley.faulkner@outlook.com 

Certified Lay Minister, District Lead Team Facilitator,  

Conference Spiritual Formation Team Facilitator 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2%3A+8-20&version=NRSV
mailto:Evahensley.faulkner@outlook.com


December 26, 2021 – First Sunday after Christmas 

 

Grateful 
Psalm 148 

 

“Let them praise the name of the Lord, for at his command they were created, and he 

established them for ever and ever.” Psalm 148:5 

 

We were all created by the same God. The same God who made the birds and the mighty 

elephants. The same God who made the winding rivers and the gigantic mountains. This same 

God made each and every one of us.  

 

It feels like we should be a little grateful to Him. However, it gets even more amazing. That 

same God sent his son down to Earth, who came to us as the baby Jesus, who came to suffer and 

die for our mistakes.  

 

That sacrifice opens up an incredible path to all believers. The path to everlasting life with Him 

in paradise. Now that seems like something all of creation should sing about.  

 

In Psalm 148, creatures such as fish and cattle are told to give praise to the Lord. Lightning, hail, 

and snow are told to praise him. Mountains and hills -- even kings -- are told to give praise. The 

passage even says, “Let them praise the name of the Lord… his splendor is above the earth and 

the heavens.” (Psalm 148:13).  

 

All things rejoice at all that God has done for them, how he has provided for and protected them. 

As his servants, it makes sense for us to be willing to do his will anywhere we can. That seems 

like an excellent way to show gratitude to God.  

 

It will be hard at times to follow his will. However, he is eternal, and he has promised to be with 

us no matter what. So it seems a good and just thing to be grateful, and to sing of how grateful 

you are to the Lord. 

 

Prayer: Lord, help to keep us faithful and virtuous. Remind us that you are forever, even in times 

of trial. Amen. 

 

Clark Gillispie 

Elizabeth Memorial United Methodist Church 

Charleston, WV 

bookwormking11@gmail.com 

President of Youth Group 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+148&version=NRSV
mailto:bookwormking11@gmail.com


December 27, 2021 

Joy in The Journey 
Colossians 3:12-17 

 

12 As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, 

humility, meekness, and patience. 13 Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint 

against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord[a] has forgiven you, so you also must 

forgive. 

Have you ever found yourself so focused and concerned in reaching your next season of life, 

worrying that you’re not where you wanted to be, so much so that you have found you are missing 

parts of the journey?  

I know this is a position I have found myself in many times before. Our modern world continues to 

paint a picture of what success should look like, and we have dreamed of miracles occurring which 

would fast-track us to our successes or next steps in life, because then we believe society would 

declare us accomplished.  

What I believe Paul’s message to the Colossians is communicating is that the miracles are often 

found in the journey we are in, transitioning from one season to the next.  

We do not need to wait until we reach our next goal to find our joy; it is all around us. Through our 

most trying times and our tireless efforts, we are able to overcome setbacks and obstacles, becoming 

transformed through our journey and better prepared for our next.  

The joy can be found in the friendships we make, the time spent with loved ones, and this Christmas 

season we can begin finding more and more of our joy. 

Growing up, sports seemed like everything. I once believed I found my joy in the success my team 

found on the field. When the game was nearing conclusion as time was expiring and a victory was 

in sight, that was when my teammates and I seemed the happiest. We knew that our hard work was 

paying off. However, once the game concluded, our attention would quickly switch to the next 

game.  

Looking back, our success or defeat did not determine my true feelings towards the game. Rather, it 

was the feeling of giving everything I had in contribution to my team and knowing they were doing 

the same for me, as well as the relationships I had built through this trust. I believe this is very 

similar to our relationship with Jesus Christ, let us give everything we have to Him and let us 

rejoice because of it.  

Prayer: Lord, I pray that we always seek you in our life’s journeys, that we give thanks for the 

opportunities you present us, and that we find the joy in between the seasons. Amen.  

 

Tyler A. Broadwater 

Stout Memorial United Methodist Church, Parkersburg, WV 

TylerABroadwater@gmail.com 

Core Leadership Team and Board of Higher Education & Campus Ministries 
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December 28, 2021 

 

 

Peace 

Isaiah 2:1- 5  

 
2 In the last days the mountain of the LORD’s temple will be established as the highest of 

the mountains; it will be exalted above the hills, and all nations will stream to it.3 Many 

peoples will come and say, “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the 

temple of the God of Jacob. He will teach us his ways, so that we may walk in his paths.” 

The law will go out from Zion, the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.4 He will judge 

between the nations and will settle disputes for many peoples. They will beat their swords 

into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks. Nation will not take up sword 

against nation, nor will they train for war anymore. 

 

As I write this devotional, the Taliban has taken over Afghanistan. The images in the news are 

very graphic, depicting the violence and fear occurring in the Middle East. It can be very 

disturbing, but our God tells us do not fear.  

 

Isaiah 2:2 begins with “In the last days the mountain of the Lord’s temple will be established….it 

will be exalted above the hills and all nations will stream to it.” Isaiah holds out the promise that 

Jerusalem will become the holy city for many nations. 

 

This word from Isaiah is comforting. It lets us know that God is in control. “He will teach us his 

ways so that we may walk in his paths.”  

 

When chaos reigns around us, know that a time is coming when nation will not take up sword 

against nation. There will be peace, God’s peace. There will be no need for weapons…The Lord 

our God will settle disputes.  

 

Yes, this is comforting. In this season of Advent…the Latin word adventus means coming…. we 

are looking forward to, preparing for this time when the Lord’s temple will be established. We 

await the Second Coming of Jesus. Most important we celebrate the coming of Christ in our 

hearts as we accept His gift of salvation. 

 

Prayer:   Abba, we praise you and thank you for your Good News. Father we ask that your Holy 

Spirit lead us in your Light, teaching us your will and way. Amen. 

 

Cheryl Phillips 

 Jones United Methodist Church 

Morgantown, WV 

cphil1957@msn.com 

Lay Leader 
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December 29, 2021 

 

The Final Gift 
Jeremiah 31: 7-14 

 

“The Lord who scattered his people will gather them back together again and watch over 

them as a shepherd does his flock.”   

 

We have made it through Advent and, according to the Liturgical calendar, we are now officially 

into the Christmas Season! We spent four weeks preparing, watching, and waiting. We counted 

down the days in anticipation of the big event! December 25th came and went.  

 

And now what?  

 

What kind of preparations did we make during those four weeks? Did we prepare shopping lists, 

menus, and cleaning schedules?  

 

Did we watch for signs of the Christmas spirit? Did we look for it in the faces of our co-workers, 

or maybe fellow church members or club members?   

 

Did we supplement our own Christmas Spirit by watching classic holiday movies and made for 

T.V. specials? And when it comes to waiting, most of us would agree that we spent way too 

much time waiting in check-out lines, traffic jams, and looking out the window hoping that our 

online orders were delivered in time to be wrapped and bedecked with garland and bows.  

 

I’m not saying that we need to do away with the hustle and bustle that we’ve come to experience 

during Advent and Christmas. Many folks, if they were honest with themselves, look forward to 

it. I’m not suggesting that we make a huge deal out of preparing, watching, and waiting.  

 

I think we can keep it simple. Prepare ourselves, just a little, by reflecting on the messages of 

Advent and Christmas. Watch for the spirit of Christmas by paying attention to the faces and 

voices of small children that exude the simple joy of the season.  

 

Wait?? The wait never ends.  

 

I’m not talking about the fact that the whole process will start over next November. I’m talking 

about waiting for the final gift. God’s children waited for the coming of the Messiah. His 

becoming human made it possible for us to receive eternal life. To obtain that final gift we must 

pass from this earthly life into the next.   

 

Prayer: Dear heavenly father, we thank you for providing your son, who’s ultimate sacrifice 

provided us with your most divine gift of life in heaven. Amen. 

 

 

Wayne McCord 

Elm Grove United Methodist Church, Wheeling, WV 

whmccord@hotmail.com 

Worship Chair 
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December 30, 2021 

Praise God! 
Psalm 147:12-20 

 

“Praise the LORD, O Jerusalem! Praise your God, O Zion!”   

 

The Psalms is a book of hymns and prayers and has been the inspiration for so many modern 

hymns that remind us how truly wonderful God is! Psalms 147:12 begins with “Praise the LORD, 

O Jerusalem! Praise your God, O Zion!” We have so much to praise God for. 

 

In this hectic time of year, we sometimes forget to praise God and to be thankful for all that God 

has given us. How can that be? Just a month ago, we were counting our blessings at 

Thanksgiving. So we counted them, but what did your list include? Hopefully, God’s love was at 

the top of the list.  

 

It’s Christmastime, and we should be celebrating the birth of the Messiah, but it seems that our 

minds have now been distracted by decorating our homes, deciding what gifts to buy, what the 

Christmas dinner menu will be, and the logistics of getting the family all together to “celebrate.” 

How can we put all those distractions aside and praise God for giving us the greatest gift 

possible? 

 

If you have been reading this Advent devotional, you are on the right track! Praise God! Read 

your Bible. Read the Christmas story to your kids. Sing your favorite hymns – you’ll have no 

trouble finding songs that praise God. Do you realize that every time you sing the Doxology on 

Sunday mornings, you are giving praise to God? Are those words just words you sing out of 

habit or are you really singing those words from your heart?  

 

We all have so much to thank God for! I know that it hasn’t been the best of years with COVID-

19 disrupting our lives, but every day is still a blessing. The sun rises and sets, and we have 

another day to share God’s abundant love. I hope you’ll make it a point to thank God every 

single day for sending his Son so that we may join him in heaven when he calls us home.  

 

May 2022 bring you good health, the love of family and friends, and new opportunities to praise 

God! 

 

Prayer:  Dear Heavenly Father: My heart is full because you first loved me, because you 

continue to be forgiving no matter what I may do, and mostly because you sent your Son to be 

our Savior. Please forgive me for the times I fail to give you praise for all the wonderful things 

you do for me every day. Praise your holy name, Amen. 

 

 

Ginny Conrad 

Grace United Methodist Church 

Keyser, WV 

GinnyConrad@comcast.net 

Ministries Coordinator 
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December 31, 2021 – New Year’s Eve / Watch Night 

 

The Wonder of Peace 
Micah 5:5a 

 

“…and he shall be the one of peace.”   

 

The last day of 2021 is here.  For nearly two years we have all experienced uncertainty and 

angst.  Now, we are on the brink of a brand new year.  2022 is merely hours away.  No matter 

what it brings, we know we can rest in Jesus, the one of peace, the one called Messiah who came 

just days ago as the babe in Bethlehem.   

 

Do you feel a sense of wonder in His presence at this time of year?  Are you ready for Him to 

shepherd you through a new year? 

 

I, like many, have felt weary throughout much of 2021, and I often had to remind myself to seek 

rest in Jesus.  Where do you find rest?  Where do you feel closest to our Savior?  Perhaps it is on 

a Sunday while sitting in a church pew or participating in an online worship service.  Maybe it is 

during morning devotions, evening vespers, or a weekly Bible study.  Some feel the presence of 

peace while singing and others through silent prayer.   

 

For me, it can be any one of those, depending on the situation, or in a number of other places.  

Peace comes when strolling around WV Wesleyan College, my alma mater and where I married 

my spouse.   

 

I breathe in peace when I’m at Jackson’s Mill, surrounded by countless 4-H memories.  There is 

a sense of wonder as I feel His presence when visiting with a close friend who I know was truly 

sent by God to walk with me through troubled times.   

 

Sometimes it’s when I’m laughing with my children.  At other times, I’m filled with peace by 

walking at dusk around Buckhannon, my beautiful hometown.  Or, as I head into a challenging 

meeting, I say a prayer and immediately feel calmer and more at ease even though it’s expected 

to be difficult and tense.  In all of these, I know “the one of peace” is with me.   

 

My hope and prayer for 2022 is that “the one of peace” walks alongside us all as our spiritual 

journeys continue, as we grow in faith and discipleship.  Go now and prepare for an exciting new 

year filled with the promise of peace.  May your new year 2022 overflow with abundant 

blessings! 

 

Prayer:  Gracious and Loving God, thank you for staying by our side throughout 2021.  Guide 

us as we begin a new year and remind us that our rest and our renewal are found in you.  Help 

us, dear Lord, to offer your light and love to all those we encounter throughout the new year 

2022.  In Jesus’ name, the one of peace, we pray, Amen. 

 

Kristi Wilkerson 

First United Methodist Church, Buckhannon, WV 

lay.leader@wvumc.org 

Conference Lay Leader, Core Leadership Team Member, and Director of Upshur Parish House 
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January 1, 2022 

 

He Came and So We Keep Going    
Titus 2:11-14 

 
11 For the grace of God has appeared that offers salvation to all people. 12 It teaches us to 

say “No” to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and 

godly lives in this present age, 13 while we wait for the blessed hope—the appearing of the 

glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ, 14 who gave himself for us to redeem us 

from all wickedness and to purify for himself a people that are his very own, eager to do 

what is good.   

 

There is just something about Christmas, I think, that brings out good works in people. I really 

believe it starts at Thanksgiving. When we are all gathered at our tables eating way too much 

food and thanking God for ALL our wonderful blessings, a stirring begins to happen.  

 

We start to realize that we should share all we have. Many mission projects, food pantries, and 

outreach agencies experience a great increase in donations during the month of December. There 

is just something about that sweet little baby lying in a manger, or maybe it is the overwhelming 

realization that He came, God came.  

 

It makes us want to do good and right things in the name of Jesus. I have spent several years 

volunteering with the Salvation Army’s Angel Tree program. This program provides Christmas 

presents and holiday meal essentials to families who might not be able to celebrate otherwise.  It 

is a very busy six weeks, and then it is over until the following year.  

 

When I read this scripture, I felt that it was telling me, whispering to me even, that Christmas is 

never really over.  

 

When January comes, and we have put all our decorations away and all the lights go out, we 

should just keep celebrating. All the connections we made during the Advent season should 

continue to build bridges throughout the rest of the year, too.  

 

Indeed, we should still live expectantly waiting for Him to return. He who gave it all for us 

should return to find us eagerly doing what He deems as good.  In this way, we help people to 

keep seeing Jesus throughout the year.  

 

Prayer:  Dear Heavenly Father: Thank you for coming. That seems so simple, but we would 

surely be lost if You hadn’t. Help us to always remember what You have done and continue to do 

in our lives, so that we can eagerly do good for others. Let them see Jesus in us all year round.  

Amen. 

Janet Prieto Shanholtz   

North View UMC  

Clarksburg, WV 

Jshan924@aol.com 

Local and District President UM Women 
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January 2, 2022 

God’s Grace 
Titus 3:4-7 

 

But when the kindness and the love of God our Savior toward man appeared, not by 

works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us, 

through the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit 

 

When I was asked to do an Advent devotional, I was hesitant to say yes because I wasn’t sure I 

was worthy of doing one. Then I thought that if I were asked to do one, I must be somewhat of a 

witness for my Lord and Savior and the grace he has shown me through the years.  

 

Since thinking about all this, the scripture that came to mind was Philippians 4:13, “I can do all 

things through Christ who strengthens me.” This goes hand in hand with Titus 3:4-7, because the 

Holy Spirit has given me grace and strength to get through my struggles. 

 

I’ve been blessed through the years by loving parents, siblings, a wonderful husband, great in-

laws, three loving sons, seven grandchildren and now a great-grandson.  

 

Life hasn’t always been a bed of roses, though. I can recall a major event in my life where God 

was definitely my strength. On November 24, 1987, my husband was shot deer hunting. He lost 

all the lower part of his jaw and the end of his tongue. We went through 20+ surgeries, a trach, 

feeding tube and lots of mental and physical pain. I was required to do a lot of nursing. I told my 

husband that I never wanted to be a nurse, and I still don’t.  

 

Christ had definitely been our strength and help to get through these days, months and years.  

 

The other major event was when I was diagnosed with breast cancer five years ago. Fortunately, 

it was caught very early. I had four chemo treatments and two weeks of radiation each day. I 

continue to be cancer free at this time. During my treatments, I would sit on my front porch, and 

God provided me with beautiful hummingbirds to entertain me. Never before did I notice or 

realize how amazing a creature God had created in the hummingbird. 

 

These and other events in my life have made me stop and smell the roses. Never before did I 

appreciate all the beauty of this world. I took so much for granted. I thank God daily for his 

grace and the hope of eternal life with him when my days on earth are done. 

 

Prayer:  Heavenly Father, thank you for being our strength in sickness and in health. Help us 

always to be thankful of this beautiful world and life you have blessed us with. Let us never 

forget your grace is sufficient. Amen. 

 

 

Esther Messenger 

Sycamore United Methodist Church, Clarksburg, WV 

esthermaemessenger@gmail.com 

Lay Leader and Treasurer 
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January 3, 2022 

Thanksgiving and Prayer 
Ephesians 1:15-22 

“For this reason, ever since I heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all 

God’s people, I have not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers.” 

The true Christian loves Christ and loves his neighbors. More than that, the true Christian knows 

that he cannot show his love to Christ in any other way than by showing his love to other people. 

In this scripture, we are taught to grow deeper and deeper into the knowledge of the eternal truth. 

In order to do that, we should be thinking people.  

We have to think our way to God, to keep our thoughts on God. 

We also have to be a teaching people. We must teach about God to all those we come in contact 

with.  

Christian growth in knowledge and grace is essential. You should always study the Word and 

live the Word in daily interactions. To be a good Christian, your life should be described as 

getting to know God better every day.  

The only way to know something or someone is to study every detail as much as possible. If you 

wanted to become a doctor, you would study and train for the rest of your life. The same is true 

for any Christian. You want to do the will of God, thus studying the Word and knowing it in 

your heart and mind.  

Our world is in chaos right now with racial tensions, political unrest, and human beings in the 

same nation, state, and community that are at odds with each other. Loving our neighbors is 

God’s will for us.   

Prayer: Lord, I pray that we can keep our hearts and minds on your will and show we are 

Christians by our actions. Amen. 

Alyssa Burtnick 

Cross Roads UMC 

Huntington, WV 

alyssaburtnick@icloud.com 

Cross Roads 850 Crew Youth and Youth Representative to Administrative Council 
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January 4, 2022 

Praise be to the Lord God! 
Psalms 72 

"Praise be to the Lord God, the God of Israel, who alone does marvelous deeds. 

Praise be to his glorious name forever; may the whole earth be filled with his glory. 

Amen and Amen."  

Shouts of praise seem to be missing to a lot of people over the last couple of years.  Disease, 

political upheaval, suffering, and injustice seems to be all around.  But reading through the Old 

Testament, we find this to be a common theme for the human condition through history. 

While we may feel that the challenges we have faced are of Biblical proportions, we also read in 

the scripture how we should shout “Praise be to the Lord God.”  I often turn to the Psalms for my 

daily devotion because I know that I do not “Praise the Lord God” as much as I should. 

I think of David's life with all the highs and lows, and yet he reminds us that this praise is so 

important for God to hear and for us to share.  We learn and remember that he is faithful and 

hears our prayers, yet we become impatient and forget that He is always with us. 

Especially in this advent season, we need to praise and celebrate the birth of Christ in especially 

new and more thankful ways.  Just as the faithful waited on the King to arrive, we also have 

much to praise God about. 

He will not solve all of our problems, but we also know that fixing us is not the point of 

Christmas.  The point that deserves our praise is that there is a God who loves us so much that he 

was willing to send his son to the world, certainly a most imperfect place.  That alone should be 

enough to justify our praise. 

Prayer:  Lord of Grace and Peace, be with us in this special season as we examine all that we 

have to be thankful for, especially the birth of Christ.  Help us to continue to praise your holy 

name as we face all of the challenges of this world. Amen. 

Jeff Matheny 

Mt. Pleasant UMC 

Mineral Wells 

jeffrmatheny@gmail.com 

Church Leadership Council and Missions Team 

Conference Secretary of Global Ministries and Core Leadership Team 

Member of the Advance Committee 
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January 5, 2022 

Building Bridges into the Future 
Ephesians 3:14-21  

 
14 For this reason I kneel before the Father, 15 from whom every family in heaven and on 

earth derives its name. 16 I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with 

power through his Spirit in your inner being, 17 so that Christ may dwell in your 

hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, 18 may 

have power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and long and 

high and deep is the love of Christ, 19 and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—

that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.  

 

Most bridges, beyond the simple beam bridge, have an arch to them.  That arch in Roman times 

was the key to so many structures because their primary building material was stone.  Stone 

works well in compression but breaks down in tension.  So, the arch and arch bridge, where most 

all components are in compression, was a common Roman structure of Jesus’ time and key to 

building about anything large since then. 

 

Arch bridges have one other thing in common: each piece of the bridge depends on every other 

piece to take the weight and the compressive forces.  If one rock breaks, it matters not how 

strong the rest of the stones are; they fall.  

 

The first verse of this text (For this reason I kneel before the Father) makes it clear we are 

listening in on a prayer.  It can be quite embarrassing and disquieting to listen in on someone 

else’s prayer – when it’s meant to be between them and the Almighty.   

 

But this is a prayer for all of us.  A prayer meant to be heard and handed down over the centuries 

and meant for all of us and our Christian kin over the years.  It is strong in its emphasis that 

Christ’s love gives power: the power to withstand the temptations of this world and know the 

love and fullness of God.   

 

Strength.  Love.  Faith. 

 

The bridges we build between our congregations, our people, our world, depend on the strength 

of this stone, this rock we build upon and with which we build.  Where do we get this stone?  

Why, it’s us.  But this stone requires wonderous strength that comes from faith and the love of 

Christ.     

 

A prayerful meditation:  Almighty Architect of the Universe, strengthen us that we might commit 

to be the stone that builds bridges between our communities and our congregations in Your 

name.  Strengthen these bridges with Your power thorough love and faith so that our strength, in 

Your name, can withstand the trials and storms of life.  Help us share this prayer that comes to 

us from the past with the future.  In Jesus’ name I pray.  AMEN.   

 

Gary Hartsog 

United Methodist Temple, Beckley, WV 

ghartsog@alphaengineer.com 

Certified Lay Speaker, District Lay Leader, and Chair of District Lay Ministries Team 
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January 6, 2022 – Epiphany  

 

Seeking the Light 
Isaiah 6:1-7 

 

Arise, shine, for your light has come! And the glory of the LORD is risen upon you. For behold, 

the darkness shall cover the earth, and deep darkness, the people. But the Lord will arise over 

you, and His Glory will be seen over you. The Gentiles shall come to your light, and kings to the 

brightness of your rising.   

 

Today, January 6, is Epiphany on the church calendar: the day we celebrate the arrival of the 

Magi.  

 

Three Kings who followed a star – a light – for well over the length of time we have had since 

December 25th.  

 

The world had been in darkness – the darkness of the unknowing of the love of God in the flesh. 

In Genesis God creates the world, and on the fourth day, God created Light, but the world has 

been in a darkness without love. 

 

“Epiphany” other than with the church, it is a new idea – a new discovery.  And I think of how 

well that fits with Christ being a new idea. A new way of thinking.   

 

In John’s gospel, John is to be a witness to the true light. We know this true light is to be Christ 

Jesus, God in the flesh.  He brought His perfect love to the Gentiles and all people. He did not 

speak only to those in the temple structure, or to those who were part of the faith community.  

His message of love is for everyone.  

 

Now it is our turn to Arise, shine, and carry the Love that is God to others.  As we go into this 

new year, 2022, may our voices and actions spread the word of the love of God to all people with 

whom we may come in contact. 

 

And while we are going on this path of discovering disciples for the transformation of the world, 

I suggest taking some time to listen to Handel’s Messiah, as the scripture passage from Isaiah is 

proclaimed in the section, “The Glory of the Lord.” 

 

Prayer:  Gracious and Loving God, it is our turn to proclaim the news of Christ, God incarnate, 

Love in human body. As we go about our daily lives may we share the message of love for all. If 

you see someone without a smile, give them one of yours. In Christ’s name. Amen. 

 

 

Jane Ensminger 

Crim Memorial UMC 

Philippi, WV 

janeaensminger@gmail.com 

District Lay Leader, Spiritual Formation Team Member, and Church Treasurer 
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