
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

 

Often, when Advent begins, we have just celebrated Thanksgiving.  There is no one reason why 

it is my favorite holiday to celebrate.  I suspect it may be because it begins our holiday season 

and signals that Advent is just days away.  It is also likely because I enjoy all the festivities of 

family gatherings: good food, board games, and laughter while sharing funny memories. This 

time of year reminds me of hope and peace with its sparkling lights, manger scenes, and 

Christmas carols.  For many of us, there is much love and joy from the end of November to early 

January.   

 

It is now time for Advent, once again - the season of preparation for the birth of our Savior, 

followed by the celebration of Christmas, ending with Epiphany.  It is time for the journey to 

begin.  

 

Forty laity of the West Virginia Conference of The United Methodist Church each share a 

message and meditation for us as we prepare for the arrival of the Messiah.  We hope you will 

walk with us through the journey of Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany.  You are invited to read 

the scriptures and ponder the stories told over these next forty days, and we hope you are 

compelled to begin or renew a relationship with another so that they, too, might share in the 

Advent season and participate in this journey.   

 

Consider Colossians 2:6-7 from Peterson’s The Message: 

My counsel for you is simple and straightforward: Just go ahead with what you’ve been 

given. You received Christ Jesus, the Master; now live him. You’re deeply rooted in him. 

You’re well constructed upon him. You know your way around the faith. Now do what 

you’ve been taught. School’s out; quit studying the subject and start living it! And let 

your living spill over into thanksgiving. 

 

Now is the time to offer radical hospitality to those who need reminded of God’s love.  Now is 

the time to help a neighbor in need.  Now is the time to encourage and walk with someone who 

is weary, afraid, alone, or ill.  Now is the time to connect with another, to build a bridge, to “live 

him.”   

 

We are called to live Christ-filled, Christ-led, and Christ-focused lives.  Won’t you offer the 

hope, peace, love, and joy of this Advent to at least one other person?  My hunch is that you, too, 

will be abundantly blessed this season.  May we all live and walk in faith and discipleship with 

one another! 

 

In gratitude and thanksgiving, 

Kristi Wilkerson 

Conference Lay Leader 

 

 

 

 

 


