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Walking in the Light 
John 12:35-36a 

 
35Jesus said to them, “The light is with you for a little longer. Walk while you have the 

light, so that the darkness may not overtake you. If you walk in the darkness, you do not 

know where you are going. 36While you have the light, believe in the light, so that you 

may become children of light.” 

 

Have you ever tried to read in the dark? If you have, you will know that it is pretty difficult. For 

any reader, a source of light is as important as the book with which they become so enthralled.  

As a kid I loved to read, so much so that my parents would have to take away my books in the 

afternoons and evenings to ensure that I would get my homework and chores done.  

 

It should be no surprise that bedtime, a time when the lights would go out, and I would be forced 

to stop reading, was also an issue. As a result, I was constantly trying to smuggle flashlights into 

my room to stow away for use at that dreaded hour when I would be told to put my book down 

until the next day.  

 

While our world has many sources of light, as humans we are not inherently one of them (if we 

were, it would be so much easier to read at night).  

 

However, we read in John about a Light which did come into the world in the form of a human. 

Jesus was born, lived, died, and was resurrected, all while being the greatest source of light the 

world has ever known. As the Light, his power of illumination was and is rivaled by nothing.  

 

Darkness flees from him, and those touched by his light find themselves deeply changed. What is 

even more wonderful about this Light is the fact that it is freely given to all who have faith in 

Jesus’ power of illumination and his triumph over darkness.  

 

As “Children of the Light,” we are called to continue walking in the light and embracing a 

lifestyle which is reflective of the source of the light and the love of Jesus. I am reminded of 

Matthew 5:14 and 16 in which Christ tells us, “You are the light of the world….let your light 

shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in 

heaven.” 

 

When we choose to place our faith in the One True Light that is Jesus, and embrace a life in 

which his Light is reflected through us, we not only open ourselves, but also the world around us, 

to incredible transformation.  

 

Prayer:  Hey God, thank you for sharing your Light with us and thank you for enabling us to 

reflect that light to others. As we move throughout our world, help us to remember to live within 

the light, loving you and others with all that we are. Amen. 

 

Jacob Henley 

Saint Marks UMC, Charleston, WV 

p.jacobhenley@gmail.com 

Youth and Family Life Coordinator 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+12%3A35-36a&version=NRSV
mailto:p.jacobhenley@gmail.com

