
Holy Christmas: 6th Day - December 30    
Feast of St. John   

(moved from Sunday December 27) 
 
I am humbled to teach in the Course of Study for Local Pastors through Methodist Theological 
School, Ohio in both Spring & Fall sessions and occasionally in a Summer session. For the past 
few years I have had the privilege of teaching The Gospels (Bible III); the students are part-time 
local pastors who are eager to learn and answer God's call in their lives. Our examination and 
discussions of the gospels are lively and challenging as they (we) look into the very essence of 
their preaching ministry - The Gospel, the "good news of Jesus Christ". Learning of the 
background and history of the gospel writings is quite an experience for the students as it has 
been for centuries. What was the context? Why these four gospels? Who wrote them and when? 
Who is Jesus? 
 
Today, the Church remembers in the midst of Christmas - the apostle and evangelist, Saint John. 
And, as a matter of basic faith and tradition the Church for centuries has suggested Saint John as 
writer of the Gospel of John, and the letters, and even Revelation. Scholars may question, and 
good historical examination may differ. But, today - Saint John is remembered as apostle of 
Jesus, and evangelist. 
 
As Christmas continues on this third day of the twelve we are reminded by John (apostle & 
evangelist) of the very meaning of Christmas - God choosing to become human, coming and 
dwelling (living among and staying with us) and, we seeing in Jesus the Christ, the glory and 
truth of who God is! We remember today what St. John wrote: 
 
"And the Word became flesh and lived among us and we have seen his glory, the glory as of 
(God's) only Son, full of grace and truth." (John 1:14)  
 
"For God so loved the world that (God) gave (God's) only Son, so that everyone who believes in 
him may not perish but may have eternal life." (John 3:16) 
 
Origen (one of early Church Fathers) wrote in the 2nd Century in a commentary on the Gospel of 
John - 

. . . the four evangelists are crucial elements in the faith of the Church. . . and I think that 
the first shoot of the gospels lies. . . in the gospel of John who, in speaking of him of 
whom others gave the genealogy, begins with him who had none. Thus Matthew, writing 
for Jews awaiting the son of Abraham and of David the son of Abraham, says: "The 
genealogy of Jesus Christ, son of David, son of Abraham" (1:1); and Mark, well aware of 
what he is writing, puts: "Beginning of the gospel" (1:1). But we find the whole end of 
the gospel in John; it is: "the Word that was in the beginning", the Word of God (1:1). . . 
None of them showed his divinity in so absolute a manner as John, who makes him say: 
"I am the light of the world", "I am the way, the truth and the life", "I am the 
resurrection", "I am the door", "I am the Good Shepherd" (John 8:12; 14:6; 11:25; 
10:9.11) and, in the Apocalypse: "I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the 
end, the first and the last" (Revelation 22:13). 

 



 
As this holy season of Christmas continues, may each of us be blessed and know God's presence, 
dwelling with us (staying in our midst). May our continued prayer for the world be that God 
reside with those who are hurting, lonely, abused, afraid, sick, dying, addicted and oppressed. 
 
William H. Wilson (Bill)+ 


