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Psalm 85:1-2, Lord, thou wast favorable to thy land; thou didst restore the fortunes of Jacob. Thou didst 
forgive the iniquity of thy people; thou didst pardon all their sin. 
  
    Psalms is a book of parallelism and synonyms. It’s a book of worship and service.  This passage 
reminds us of God’s protection and redemption.  You know what? That’s the Christmas story.  Through 
Christ’s miraculous coming, God restored the promises that he had made to his Old Testament 
patriarchs.  By Christ’s death and resurrection, God had promised to forgive the sins of his people and 
pardon their sins, i.e. Christ’s passion.  
    Lest we forget during this season that the Messiah’s coming was fraught with difficulties for 
thousands of years. He came to earth that Christmas. He reassured us that he was faithful and would 
restore all the promises that he has made. 
    We know, “Jesus is the reason for the season”, “Emmanuel, God with us”, but for us to be truly 
restored this Christmas season through Gods favor , don’t  get “caught up” in the season, but only do 
this in a small way so that Christ can be larger than life.  
   Rededication is what Christmas is all about.  It is about believers in Jesus once again stopping, listening, 
and praying for God to restore his favor.  It is time for us to acknowledge our sins and be forgiven.  It is a 
time to lift Christ up daily.  Let’s dedicate ourselves again to consistent prayer, daily Bible reading, 
worship that fills us again with the wonder of the Nativity, and a pledge as we kneel at the manger to 
keep this Christ child in the forefront of our thoughts and what he means to us in the coming 
year.  Doing these things will open wide the doors of restoration and allow the Holy Spirit to keep us 
close to Jesus Christ. 
    Let us once again sing Handel’s “Hallelujah” with the angels of old as we take the mysterious journey 
on the road to Bethlehem this Christmas morning. 
  
Prayer: Dear Father, Son and Holy Spirit- grant us a clean and contrite hearts as we approach you again 
in humbleness and adoration.  Help us take a long look at the Christ child in the manger. Help us 
dedicate ourselves once again to take this joyous message of salvation to the whole world. 
In Jesus’s name, Amen. 
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