
THE JOURNEY REQUIRES PATIENCE 

James 5:7-10         December 14, 2019 

 James 5:7a, “Be patient, then, brothers and sisters, until the Lord’s coming. See how the farmer 
waits for the land to yield its valuable crop.” 

How patient are we?  Do we get frustrated standing in line at the store while purchasing gifts or 
groceries?  Do traffic jams put you in a bad mood or even tempt you with road rage?  Take a 
deep breath, thank the Lord for the ability to go to the store, to pay for the things you are 
buying and the car you own to be able to travel.  Patience is a spiritual gift, and we need to 
practice patience at all times.   

We are to be examples to those around us, a people set apart.  In a world where we are being 
watched, have we put bumper stickers or Christian symbols on the back of our cars and cut 
others off in traffic?  Have we spoken harshly to the store clerk or others waiting in line to 
check out?   

Let us decide to show our spiritual gift of patience to those around us during Advent.  Let the 
motorist who has been waiting to pull out into traffic go in front of you.  Be especially kind to 
the clerk who has been working long hours just to make ends meet.  While waiting in line, 
engage folks around you and share some Christmas joy with them.  Christians are a people set 
apart!  Show joy, generosity, patience and love everywhere you go. With this kind of attitude 
we will be presented with opportunities to make a difference in the lives of others.  Even when 
we are stressed and rushed, a kind word and loving gesture can set the tone for the entire day.   

Remember, the farmer prepares the soil and plants his seed, then he waits.  Patiently expecting 
those seeds to produce a crop that will provide an abundant harvest.  Through prayer the Holy 
Spirit prepares the hearts of those we will meet.  With our joyful loving attitude we can plant 
seeds of hope in their hearts.  Then we wait, as the seed takes root, although we may or may 
not see the harvest.  Others who come after us may see the harvest.  This Advent practice 
patience! 

Prayer: Dear Lord, thank you for opportunities to be an effective witness for others to see You 
through our actions and attitudes, Amen.  
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