
THE LAND OF MILK AND HONEY 

Joshua 5:9-12        Tuesday, March 26, 2019 

The manna stopped the day after they ate this food from the land; there was no longer any 
manna for the Israelites, but that year they ate the produce of Canaan. Joshua 5:12 

Passover had not been celebrated since the night of the Exodus itself. Now, after 40 years of 
wandering in the wilderness--the trek that had started with Moses and ended with Joshua--
God’s people have reached the land of milk and honey. Through all these years, God provided 
manna for the Israelites. But now that they’ve reached the Promised Land, the people feast! 
And not just any feast--the Passover feast. They remembered God’s faithfulness and celebrated 
a new beginning in a new land. 

Have you seen the film Babette’s Feast? This film depicts forgiveness and feasting. Set in 19th 
century Denmark, the film tells the story of a servant named Babette, who wins the lottery and 
decides to spend her winnings hosting a marvelous feast for her bosses (two mean sisters) and 
their acquaintances. All the guests are on the older (and unpleasant) side and they very 
reluctantly decide to attend the dinner. However, Babette’s meal breaks down their negativity. 
The feast is beyond amazing—she serves delicacies never seen before in their small town. 
Course after course of heavenly food. By the end of the film, the guests are swept up in 
Babette’s generosity to a place of forgiveness, love and joy. 

So, too, we are swept away by God’s love, forgiveness and generosity. In his commentary on 
this Scripture, Ralph Klein ponders these thoughts: “Every Sunday, God offers up a Eucharistic 
banquet for a bunch of ever-returning sinners, as if it was the first real meal after a barren 
week. Is not our deliverance at the table so real that we can taste it?” 

Prayer: Dear God, Thank you for all you provide for us—lives filled beyond measure with the 
blessings of Your forgiveness and steadfast love. May we always be willing to forgive and love 
others as you love and forgive us. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.  
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