
ONCE FOR ALL 

Hebrews 10: 4-10       Sunday, March 24, 2019  

Are you like me? Do you keep doing something the same old way, getting increasingly frustrated, yet 
unable to figure out what you are doing incorrectly? 

I remember dropping messy jelly bread on the floor. I was told to wipe it up – I tried with a paper towel 
but it was still sticky, then I used a wet cloth – still sticky. Until I used something to take away the 
stickiness, it was still sticky.  

The Hebrew people were taught to slaughter animals in the expectation that these innocent animals 
would carry their sins away for them. Their hope was to be brought into a closer relationship with God. 
But the guilt kept coming back; so they kept sacrificing animals. 

Sending the sin into an innocent animal just wasn’t working. As with my jelly bread, the initial 
appearance was that the stain, or sin, seemed gone. But the stickiness of guilt remained. 

The answer to cleaning up our sticky jelly messes, those that separate us from God, is Christ Jesus. God 
doesn’t’ want us to sacrifice an innocent animal. Giving our sins to Christ is the new way. Christ was born 
and accepted our sticky sins in His death. In the NIV bible, Christ said, “Here I am, I have come to do your 
will.” (v9). “And by that will, we have been made holy through the sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ, 
once for all.” V 10. 

Christ was born to relieve us of our sin. God knows we humans get in sticky messes of sin over and over, 
but Christ died for our sins, once for all. So the next time I find myself facing a sticky mess that makes 
me feel separate from God, I am giving my sins to Christ.  

Prayer: Loving God, Thank you for relieving me of my sticky sins. Thank you for the saving grace of 
Christ’s life and death, once for all. Amen. 
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