
GATHERING LITURGY
GREETING

When we are living, it is in Christ Jesus

And when we’re dying, it is in the Lord.

Both in our living and in our dying, 

We belong to God, we belong to God.

HYMN  64  ..............................................Holy, Holy, Holy!  Lord God Almighty

1. Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!
Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee.
Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty,
God in three persons, blessed Trinity!

2. Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore thee,
casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea;
cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee,
which wert, and art, and evermore shalt be.

3. Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide thee,
though the eye of sinful man thy glory may not see,
only thou art holy; there is none beside thee,
perfect in power, in love and purity.

4. Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!
All thy works shall praise thy name, in earth and sky and sea.
Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty,
God in three persons, blessed Trinity.

PRAYER  677   ............................................................... Listen, Lord (A Prayer)
O Lord, we come today knee-bowed and body-bent before thy throne of grace.  Oh Lord, this day bow our hearts 
beneath our knees, and our knees in some lonesome valley.  We come like empty pitchers to a full fountain, with 
no merits of our own.  O Lord, open up a window of heaven, and lean out far over the battlements of glory, and 
listen this day, Amen.  (prayer by James Weldon Johnson slightly adapted)

SCRIPTURE............................................................................................Psalm 62

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Let us share prayers of thanksgiving and prayers for the world, for the Church, for family and friends, the 
community, and The United Methodist Church.



PRAYER 595...........Whether the Word be Preached or Read (Charles Wesley)

Whether the Word be preached or read, 
no saving benefit I gain 
from empty sounds or letters dead; 
unprofitable all and vain, 
unless by faith thy word I hear 
and see its heavenly character.

Unmixed with faith, the Scripture gives 
no comfort, life, or light to see, 
but me in darker darkness leaves, 
implunged in deeper misery, 
overwhelmed with nature’s sorest ills. 
The Spirit saves, the letter kills.

If God enlighten through his Word, 
I shall my kind Enlightener bless; 
but void and naked of my Lord, 
what are all verbal promises? 
Nothing to me, till faith divine 
inspire, inspeak, and make them mine.

Jesus, the appropriating grace 
‘tis thine on sinners to bestow. 
Open mine eyes to see thy face, 
open my heart thyself to know. 
And then I through thy Word obtain 
sure present, and eternal gain.

HYMN  496..........................................................................Sweet Hour of Prayer

1. Sweet hour of prayer! sweet hour of prayer!  
that calls me from a world of care, 
and bids me at my Father’s throne 
make all my wants and wishes known. 
In seasons of distress and grief, 
my soul has often found relief, 
and oft escaped the tempter’s snare 
by thy return, sweet hour of prayer! 

2. Sweet hour of prayer! sweet hour of prayer!  
the joys I feel, the bliss I share 
of those whose anxious spirits burn 
with strong desires for thy return! 
With such I hasten to the place 
where God my Savior shows his face, 
and gladly take my station there, 
and wait for thee, sweet hour of prayer! 



3. Sweet hour of prayer! sweet hour of prayer!  
thy wings shall my petition bear 
to him whose truth and faithfulness 
engage the waiting soul to bless. 
And since he bids me seek his face, 
believe his word, and trust his grace, 
I’ll cast on him my every care, 
and wait for thee, sweet hour of prayer! 

SCRIPTURE....................................................................................... John 1:1-18

HYMN  133...................................................... Leaning on the Everlasting Arms

1. What a fellowship, what a joy divine, 
leaning on the everlasting arms; 
what a blessedness, what a peace is mine,  
leaning on the everlasting arms.

Refrain: 
Leaning, leaning,  
safe and secure from all alarms;  
leaning, leaning,  
leaning on the everlasting arms.

2. O how sweet to walk in this pilgrim way, 
leaning on the everlasting arms; 
O how bright the path grows from day to day,  
leaning on the everlasting arms.
(Refrain)

3. What have I to dread, what have I to fear,  
leaning on the everlasting arms? 
I have blessed peace with my Lord so near, 
leaning on the everlasting arms.
(Refrain)

PRAYER (unison)

What a friend we have in Jesus, 
all our sins and griefs to bear. 
What a privilege to carry 
everything to God in prayer!

O what peace we often forfeit, 
O what needless pain we bear, 
All because we do not carry 
Everything to God in prayer.


