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The 50th Anniversary of The United Methodist Church
The following is an edited excerpt from Fred Day, the General Secretary of the General Commission on
Archives and History. It helps us understand the historical significance of the 1968 merger and helps us
remember into the future. The article can be found in its entirety at
http://www.gcah.org/resources/janfeb-newsletter
“Fifty years ago, Evangelical United Brethren (EUB) Bishop Rueben H. Mueller and Methodist Bishop Lloyd C.
Wicke joined hands over a table laden with symbols---the Bible, hymnals, books of Discipline and a 307-page
"Plan of Union." 1,300 delegates and 10,000 visitors met in Dallas, Texas on April 23, 1968 proclaiming the
formation of the newly-constituted United Methodist Church. 10.3 million Methodists and 750,000 members of
the EUB Church merged into one of the largest Protestant denominations in the world. Flags from fifty-three
countries testified to the breadth of the new reality. At the same time, the systematic racism of the former
Methodist Church's segregating Central Jurisdiction began dismantling.
Albert Outler's sermon celebrates the April 23, 1968 birthday of The United Methodist Church with "an aura of
hope," as the new church gathered at the "threshold of a new horizon."
My first read struck me powerfully with the sense of the moment in time when the sermon was delivered in 1968 --Martin Luther King, Jr. and Robert Kennedy's assassinations April 4 and June 5, Vietnam War protests, the
sexual revolution, Chicago Democratic National Convention, Vietnam War and protests, the law and order
platform of the Richard Nixon election---times as turbulent, divided, fearful, discontented and demoralizing as
any time since. Citing the biblical text for Pentecost (Acts 2: 2-21), Outler calls the new Church to a bold choice
of unity in the face of the surrounding chaos and offers markers for living-into a truly United Methodist Church.
His words speak as loudly today as our denomination's birthdate. Outler asks the faithful to consider that if the
Church cannot be a hope-filled difference-maker in and for the world---let alone itself---then who will?
Where once there were five different churches, now there is one. Differences that once kept us apart---language,
race, folkways, piety, personality and differing practices of democracy have been overcome. Separated Christian
brothers and sisters rooted in a shared ethos of personal and social holiness are joined as family.
The real work of The United Methodist Church begun that day in April, 1968, Outler says. Though fraught with
the same complexities, doubts, frustrations and failures of the first Pentecost, the new United Methodist Church
will also be filled with new possibilities for reformation and renewal because the joining of what was once
separate will make for a better, stronger, more complete, well-equipped church. However, this will only come to
pass if the new church raises-up "frontiersman for tomorrow, dynamically adaptive to the new world as our
forefathers were in theirs."
The eyes of the whole Christian Church are on us at this moment, Outler said of April 23, 1968. "This is also the
day the Lord has made, one for United Methodists to rejoice and be glad. . . . glad for the new chance God now
gives us to be a church united, to be uniting, a church repentant, to be a church redemptive, a church cruciform in
order to manifest God's triumphant agony for mankind."
From Albert's mouth to God's ears. Or perhaps now from Albert's mouth to The United Methodist Church's inner
ear.
Some will say that was then and this is now. Times have changed, and circumstances and issues with them.
I cannot help but be struck that at The UMC's 50th birthday, the mood of the church is anything but jubilation.
Jubilees aren't on the agendas, church news or denominational blogs I read. What I sense there is more anxiety,
edginess, defensiveness, anger, and negative predictions---more "coming-undone" than "coming-together."
I'm with Albert Outler---"the eyes of the whole Church are on us.”
3

Opening Worship with Communion
Thursday, June 7, 2018 ❖ 1:30 pm
† signifies that all are invited to rise in body, mind, or spirit

GATHERING MUSIC

Acts 2:42 - The believers devoted
themselves to the apostles’ teaching, to the
community, to their shared meals, and to
their prayers.

Variations on All Are Welcome
1. Maestoso

† PROCESSIONAL HYMN

Charles L. Lenz

2. Capriccio 3. Meditation 4. Dance

All Are Welcome
Verses 1, 4 Choir only
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URWB 58
Words and Music: Marty Haugen

Verses 2, 3, 5 All

† CALL TO WORSHIP

Litany for an Unfinished Church

(see endnote)

(responsive)
We gather in this time and place, all of us from different times and places, here to worship God.
Many years ago, the people gathered and were ignited by passion for God, lit up by Pentecost fire,
shouting out in Pentecost voices, carried away on Pentecost winds.
So many years later, we gather. We have learned new words, and written books of rules. We have
heard the stories of our past. We come to create stories for the future.
We are an unfinished church.
Like those disciples so many years ago, we are not sure we know the way. We are afraid to make
mistakes. We are afraid to fail.
We are an unfinished church.
But, Christ calls us to carry on the blessing of discipleship, to move forward in love and faithfulness, so
that all might find a place in our holy space, our church.
We are an unfinished church.
So long as even one of us is left outside the door because of our coldheartedness, we are an unfinished
church.
We are an unfinished church.
So long as any one is lonely, hungry, sick, in prison, naked, we are an unfinished church.
We are an unfinished church.
So long as any one of us is destitute of the great Hope that is our future in Christ Jesus, raised up to set
us free from death into holy and everlasting life.
We are an unfinished church.
Every day is a new Pentecost, full of the promise and possibility that God offers.
Today is a day of dreaming. A Pentecost day filled with refining fire, and holy smoke, and winds
of change, and voices full of passion for God and for each other.
We are an unfinished church, but we are God’s church.
We are God’s church, full of grace and love and hope. Today is a new Pentecost Day, may we be
birthed again into a new beginning.i
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† HYMN

We Are God’s People
TFWS 2220
Words: Bryan Jeffery Leech; Music: Johannes Brahms

† OPENING PRAYER
Almighty and everlasting God, who built the Church upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets,
with Jesus Christ as our cornerstone, we pray for your inspiration. We pray that your Church would
aspire to have the spirit of truth, unity, and concord. Gracious God, grant all who confess your holy
name the opportunity to abide in your truth, live in unity, be perfected in love, and seek your peace.
This we pray in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

WORDS FOR CHILDREN
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SCRIPTURE
Acts 2:1-21 (NRSV)
When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And suddenly from
heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where
they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each
of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as
the Spirit gave them ability. Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living
in Jerusalem. And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard
them speaking in the native language of each. Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all
these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native
language? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia,
Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and
visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we
hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one
another, “What does this mean?” But others sneered and said, “They are filled with new wine.”
But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men of Judea and all
who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. Indeed, these are not
drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. No, this is what was spoken
through the prophet Joel: In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit
upon all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see
visions, and your old men shall dream dreams. Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in
those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy. And I will show portents in the
heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist. The sun shall be
turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious
day. Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.

SERMON

Everyday a Birth-day

Bishop Peter Weaver

RESPONSE TO THE WORD
Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness
TFWS 2120
(responsive)
Reader 1: From the very instant of creation, your Holy Spirit moved on the waters of creation,
bringing to life the creative love that is God.
Reader 2: Even when the people were forgetful and stubborn, your Holy Spirit called to them to be
unafraid, to follow. It led them through the desert to a land of sweet dwelling.
Reader 1: During all the times of fear and tumult, you sang the song of hope through the prophets,
who called people back to you with tender forgiveness.
Reader 2: On a dark winter night you sang your sweetest song and birthed a Savior who came to bring
us life and witness to your love and power.
Reader 1: At the lakeshore you called to the simple people, the fishermen, to come and follow you.
They witnessed your miracles of healing and forgiving love.
Reader 2: When the night seemed to be the darkest, even though it was mid-day - you gave your Son
to be a witness to your love. From His cross He forgave those who crucified Him and
reminded a thief that paradise would be his home.
Reader 1: On the early morning, the women were startled with the news of His resurrection. Could it
be that all he had said was true?
Reader 2: The disciples hid in fear of what others might say, think or do. They were astonished at His
presence to them.
Reader 1: Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness, help us to dream dreams and see visions of all that is possible
for the healing and hope for this world.
7

Reader 2:

Help us cross lines which divide and unite to proclaim boldly that you are the Spirit of
Absolute Love and Peace. Emblazon our spirits. Make bold our voices. Give joy to our
hearts, for we have been called to be witnesses, even to the ends of the world. AMEN.

All:

Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness, help us to dream dreams and see visions of all that is
possible for the healing and hope for this world. Help us cross lines which divide and
unite to proclaim boldly that you are the Spirit of Absolute Love and Peace. Emblazon
our spirits. Make bold our voices. Give joy to our hearts, for we have been called to
be witnesses, even to the ends of the world. Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION

INVITATION AND CONFESSION
(responsive)
Did you ever think of communion as a party? Well it is. It is a visual and tasteful reminder that this
ritual we do is a foretaste of a banquet to come. Jesus has invited us to a banquet today and in the
future, a big party where we revel in the fact that we are beloved of God.
Of course, say we're invited to a party, but we and the host or some of the other guests have been in a
fight or just had a bit of a falling out. Sometimes we may stay home, avoid the host, the other guests,
avoid acknowledging the problem. But that hurts us, prevents us from finding that wholeness and love
at the party. So the better option is reconciliation. Before we come to the banquet table today, let us
offer a prayer of confession and reconciliation:
Holy Friend, forgive us. We can be so stubborn, refusing your help and wisdom. We have
rebelled against your love, we have not loved our neighbors, and we have not heard the cry of the
needy. Forgive us for the fear and stubbornness that keeps us from following the way of life you
encourage us to take. Offer us grace upon grace again!

ASSURANCE AND PARDON
(responsive)
Open your ears to hear the good news: our God makes all things new in Christ Jesus!
Glory to Our God who is full of Grace and Truth!

As Reconciled People let us share our gifts:

OFFERING

OFFERTORY ANTHEM

One World, One Communion
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Pepper Choplin

† OFFERTORY RESPONSE

Let Us Be Bread
Verses – Choir only

TFWS 2260
Words and Music: Thomas Porter

Refrain – All

OFFERING PRAYER
O God, most merciful and gracious, of whose bounty we have all received: Accept this offering of your
people. Remember in love those who have brought it, and those for whom it is given, and so follow it
with thy blessing that it may promote peace and good will among all people, and advance the kingdom
of our Lord Jesus Christ.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
(responsive)
Our Holy Friend is with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord Our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to praise the host of this party, the
Creator of us all. God is the life of the party, the life that was the light of all people. God pulled us out
of the dark places of sin and slavery and famine and war, and made covenant with us to love us. And
God has been true to that promise, even when we aren't true to anything.
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And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven, we praise your name and join their
unending hymn.
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
Holy are you and blessed is your son Jesus Christ, the true light which enlightens everyone who came
into the world. For even when we stood outside the party and sulked, or even when we were too busy
with our sin to even stumble toward the party, you kept on extending an invitation for us. In Jesus, you
didn't just mail the invitation --- you came to us, walked right into our broken lives, and offered to pick
us up, wash off our faces, and laugh with us again.
In fact, you, through Jesus, threw a party today for twelve of his friends that we still talk about. It wasn't
an ordinary party. Even though Jesus was the host, he washed the feet of his friends, demonstrating to
us how we ought to serve those we love and love those we serve. And then Jesus served a simple meal,
but a simple meal that burst with a celebration of life to come.
Because Jesus' friends needed to remember simple joy. In the days that followed, Jesus would be
betrayed by one of us and sent to a horrible death. Jesus knew this. But his love overcame.
On his last night with us, Jesus sat at a table and fed us. He took bread, blessed it, broke it, and shared it
with us, saying “This is my body, which is given for you.”
When supper was over he took the cup, blessed it, and shared it with us, saying, “Take, and drink. As
often as you do this, remember me,”because when we eat and drink and receive Jesus, we gain the
power to become your children.
And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves in praise and
thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ's offering for us, as we proclaim the
mystery of faith.
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of bread and wine. Transform us as
you did that wine at that wedding; transform us completely. From your fullness may each of us here
receive grace upon grace. May we in receiving through bread and cup go forth from this place sharing
grace upon grace with our brothers and sisters. May we extend the invitation to your banquet to all.
And now, with the confidence of the children of God, let us pray as Jesus taught us:

10

THE LORD'S PRAYER
UMH 896
(unison)
From the ritual of the former Evangelical United Brethren Church
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory,
forever. Amen.

BREAKING THE BREAD

GIVING AND RECEIVING THE BREAD AND THE CUP
Come - let us join the party! ii
Today’s communion servers represent the extended cabinet, laity, and clergy of the West Virginia
Annual Conference. Some of the participants come from historic EUB and Methodist churches and
remember the merger. Others have only known The United Methodist Church. We come to the table as
the saints did 50 years ago, united. We depart from the table united in our common ministry.
There are four stations using red cloth to indicate they are gluten free. Two stations are available on
the main level of the chapel. They are in the front of the chapel on the left and right side aisles. For the
balcony, the gluten free stations are directly above the gluten free stations on the main floor of the
chapel.
Music will be projected on the screens during communion. Please feel free to join in the singing.
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
(unison and responsive)
We believe in God,
creator of all that is and shall be,
redeemer of all that is less than it could be,
sustainer of our living, our loving, our being.
We believe in the cross of Christ,
drenched in hatred and cruelty,
yet overflowing with God's unquenchable love.
We believe in the bread of life:
broken and shared, it opens our eyes to the presence of Christ
and strengthens us for the journey.
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We believe in the pain suffered by Christ:
all our hurts, torments and betrayals
magnified in the purity of love,
and embraced that we might be free.
We believe in the joy of the Holy Spirit,
poured into the hearts of those
who with courage and resolve
refuse to trade integrity for popularity.
We believe in the gospel,
good news offered to us in Jesus,
despised by the world
but leading us in the way of life.
We believe in love:
the nature of God,
a gift unsurpassed,
but a mystery only fulfilled
when all else is relinquished.
We believe in light shining from darkness,
in mercy vanquishing bitterness,
in life bursting free where death reigned.
How then shall we live?
How shall this faith take flesh in the world?
The cross? We will take it.
The bread? We will break it.
The pain? We will bear it.
The joy? We will share it.
The gospel? We will live it.
The love? We will give it.
The light? We will cherish it.
The darkness? God shall perish it. iii
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† HYMN

You’ve Called Us Together, O God, By Your Grace
Songs of Grace
Words: Carolyn Winfrey Gillette; Music: William Howard Doane
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BENEDICTION

SENDING MUSIC

Variations on The Church’s One Foundation
1. Introduction and Hymn

Janet Linker

2. Trumpet Tune 3. Finale

(Please be seated and continue in a spirit of worship while music is playing.)

NOTES:
Excerpts of this litany come from “Visions and Dreams: A Sermon for the Uniting Conference of the
United Methodist Church,” Dallas, TX, April 23, 1968. It is written by Tanya Linn Bennett, March
2010. Tanya is the Associate Dean of Vocation and Formation and Associate Professor in the Practice
of Public Theology and Vocation at Drew Theological School.
i

http://s3.amazonaws.com/gcah.org/Litany_for_an_Unfinished_Church-_Heritage_Sunday_2018.pdf
ii

Communion Liturgy written by the Rev. Shannon E. Sullivan and was edited with permission by the
Rev. Lauren A. Godwin.
iii

The responses at the end come from Stages on the Way by the Wild Goose Worship Group. ©1998,
WGRG, Iona Community, Glasgow G51 3UU, Scotland. The rest was written by Nathan Nettleton
(©2000) to preface the responses. http://www.laughingbird.net/SeasonalPages/Lent.html

Liturgists:
Tim Conrad
Harry Jenkins
Angela Jones

Communion Servers:
Jim Berner
Mike Estep
Mary Ellen Finegan
Okey Harless
Joe Hill
Joe Kenaston
Judith Kenaston
Ken Krimmel
Martha Ognibene
Rick Sale
Rich Shaffer
Frank Shomo
Melissa Shortridge
Heather Barker
Gavin Brandenburg
Erin Gibson Daniels
Michael Gibson
Harry Jenkins
Hannah Lamb
Greg Markins
Teresa Markins
Carol Smith
Mark Edward Smith

Serving at the Table:
Dina Andrews
David Donathan
Maria Wiblin
Music Directors:
Craig Hinchman
Julie Janisch
Musicians:
Conference Choir
Ann McDaniel, flute
Craig Hinchman Trio (and More)
Craig Hinchman, guitar
Martha Craig Hinchman, piano
Rusty Joins, bass guitar
Gary Nelson, drums
Ed Pauley, guitar
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Evening Worship
Historic Questions and Retirement Service
Thursday, June 7, 2018 ❖ 7:30 pm
† signifies that all are invited to rise in body, mind, or spirit

GATHERING MUSIC

Prelude and Fugue in D Major

Acts 2:43 - A sense of awe came over
everyone. God performed many
wonders and signs through the apostles.

J. S. Bach

WELCOME

CALL TO WORSHIP
(from A Prayer Attributed to Blessed Oscar Romero)
(responsive)
We cannot do everything, and there is a sense of liberation in realizing that. This enables us to do
something, and to do it very well.
It may be incomplete, but it is a beginning, a step along the way, an opportunity for the Lord's
grace to enter in and to do the rest.
We may not see the end results, but that is the difference between the master builder and a worker.
We are workers, not master builders; ministers not messiahs. We are prophets of a future not our
own. Selah!

SCRIPTURE LESSON
Exodus 3:1-14a (ESV)
Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian; he led his flock
beyond the wilderness, and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. There the angel of the LORD
appeared to him in a flame of fire out of a bush; he looked, and the bush was blazing, yet it was
not consumed. Then Moses said, “I must turn aside and look at this great sight, and see why the
bush is not burned up.” When the LORD saw that he had turned aside to see, God called to him
out of the bush, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.” Then he said, “Come no closer!
Remove the sandals from your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy ground.” He
said further, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of
Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God. Then the LORD said, “I have
observed the misery of my people who are in Egypt; I have heard their cry on account of their
taskmasters. Indeed, I know their sufferings, and I have come down to deliver them from the
Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land to a good and broad land, a land flowing with
milk and honey, to the country of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the
Hivites, and the Jebusites. The cry of the Israelites has now come to me; I have also seen how
the Egyptians oppress them. So come, I will send you to Pharaoh to bring my people, the
Israelites, out of Egypt.” But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh, and
bring the Israelites out of Egypt?” He said, “I will be with you; and this shall be the sign for you
that it is I who sent you: when you have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall worship God
on this mountain.” But Moses said to God, “If I come to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God
of your ancestors has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what shall I say to
them?” God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.”
15

† HYMN

I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry

TFWS 2051
Words and Music: John Ylvisaker
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BLESSING FOR THE JOURNEY:
Celebrating the Call of Those Now Available for Appointment through Licensing
(Those who successfully completed Pastoral Ministry Licensing School this year, please
rise and move to the aisle closest to your seat. All those who would bless these persons,
please outstretch your hand to show them your support and prayers.)
God has called your names, and you have shown courage by lifting your head and heart toward God’s
will. Your “yes” will bring with it many blessings. May the blessings of your work, play, and life be
a light to the world. May God grant you the patience, endurance, and grace required of those who
choose to spend their life perfecting the church in love. Now available for appointment, you carry the
sacredness of your call wherever you go. May you remember this call on good and difficult days
alike. May you grow in kindness and wisdom, and may all your days be spent in the joy of service to
God.
All: Amen.

(Those who have moved to the aisles return to seats.)

SCRIPTURE
Numbers 27:12-23 (ESV)
The LORD said to Moses, “Go up this mountain of the Abarim range, and see the land that I have
given to the Israelites. When you have seen it, you also shall be gathered to your people, as your
brother Aaron was, because you rebelled against my word in the wilderness of Zin when the
congregation quarreled with me. You did not show my holiness before their eyes at the waters.”
(These are the waters of Meribath-kadesh in the wilderness of Zin.) Moses spoke to the LORD,
saying, “Let the LORD, the God of the spirits of all flesh, appoint someone over the congregation
who shall go out before them and come in before them, who shall lead them out and bring them
in, so that the congregation of the LORD may not be like sheep without a shepherd.” So the
LORD said to Moses, “Take Joshua son of Nun, a man in whom is the spirit, and lay your hand
upon him; have him stand before Eleazar the priest and all the congregation, and commission
him in their sight. You shall give him some of your authority, so that all the congregation of the
Israelites may obey. But he shall stand before Eleazar the priest, who shall inquire for him by
the decision of the Urim before the LORD; at his word they shall go out, and at his word they
shall come in, both he and all the Israelites with him, the whole congregation.” So Moses did as
the LORD commanded him. He took Joshua and had him stand before Eleazar the priest and the
whole congregation; he laid his hands on him and commissioned him—as the LORD had directed
through Moses.
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INTRODUCTION TO HISTORIC QUESTIONS
God has blessed, is blessing and will bless the West Virginia Conference of the United Methodist
Church with extraordinary people. Tonight, we mark milestones along the journey, each its own
beginning, for those who seek to give their hearts and service to God.
Of those women and men beginning their service to our church, we will ask questions which come
from Mr. Wesley. These questions have been asked of all clergy who have served our church. Those
entering a retired relationship may well remember these questions. Those who know what it takes to
answer these questions with your words and actions, we ask you to take this time to pray for those just
beginning their work. For those looking forward to new careers in ministry we ask you to pray for the
wisdom and power of those who go before you. We ask all present to pray for the church, that it may
be a place of grace and a force of peace.
(All those being commissioned and ordained, come forward to the chancel rail.)

THE HISTORIC QUESTIONS
(the candidates respond)
The examination of candidates for membership is a historic action of the Annual Conference. In
accordance with the usage and Discipline of The United Methodist Church and the traditions of
our community, and in the presence of this Conference, I ask you:
Have you faith in Christ?
I have.
Are you going on to perfection?
I am, by the grace of God.
Do you expect to be made perfect in love in this life?
God willing, I do.
Are you earnestly striving after perfection in love?
With God’s help, I am.
Are you resolved to devote yourself wholly to God and God’s work?
I am so resolved.
Do you know the General Rules of our Church?
I do.
Will you keep the General Rules of our Church?
I will so endeavor.
Have you studied the doctrines of The United Methodist Church?
I have studied them.
After full examination, do you believe that our doctrines are in harmony with the Holy Scriptures?
I believe that they are.
Will you preach and maintain them?
To the best of my ability, I will.
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Have you studied our form of Church discipline and polity?
I have.
Do you approve our Church government and polity?
I do so approve.
Will you support and maintain them?
I will, with God’s help.
Will you diligently instruct the children in every place?
I will.
Will you visit from house to house?
This is my commitment.
Will you recommend fasting and abstinence, both by precept and example?
I will so recommend.
Are you determined to employ all your time in the work of God?
This is my intention.
Are you in debt so as to embarrass you in your work?
I am not.
Will you observe the following directions? Be diligent. Never be unemployed. Never be
triflingly employed. Never trifle away time: neither spend any more time at any one place than
is strictly necessary. Be punctual. Do everything exactly at the time. And do not mend our
rules, but keep them; not for wrath, but for conscience sake.
The Lord being my helper, I will.
Let us pray:
(congregation in unison)
Almighty God, bless all participants of ministry. We hear you calling our names and
we are ready. As your hands and feet, heart and soul on earth, we rejoice in the
variety of ways you have called us. Pour out grace for all, and give special patience,
courage, and wisdom to those we have recognized here so that we may all care for one
another. Grant them strength of body, mind and spirit for the fulfillment of your will
that they may be generous stewards of the ministry committed to them. For the glory
of Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen.
(After answering the Historic Questions, those being ordained and
commissioned return to their seats.)

OFFERING

OFFERTORY ANTHEM

I Thank My God
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J. Aaron McDermid

† OFFERTORY RESPONSE

What Gift Can We Bring
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UMH 87
Words and Music: Jane Marshall

SCRIPTURE LESSON
2 Timothy 1:3-12 (ESV)
I thank God whom I serve, as did my ancestors, with a clear conscience, as I remember you
constantly in my prayers night and day. As I remember your tears, I long to see you, that I may
be filled with joy. I am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that dwelt first in your
grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and now, I am sure, dwells in you as well. For this
reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you through the laying on of
my hands, for God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love and self-control. Therefore
do not be ashamed of the testimony about our Lord, nor of me his prisoner, but share in suffering
for the gospel by the power of God, who saved us and called us to a holy calling, not because of
our works but because of his own purpose and grace, which he gave us in Christ Jesus before the
ages began, and which now has been manifested through the appearing of our Savior Christ
Jesus, who abolished death and brought life and immortality to light through the gospel, for
which I was appointed a preacher and apostle and teacher, which is why I suffer as I do. But I
am not ashamed, for I know whom I have believed, and I am convinced that he is able to guard
until that day what has been entrusted to me.

RETIREMENT CELEBRATION
Just as God directed Moses, tonight you return to the very place many of your journeys began, in order
to celebrate the ways in which you have answered God’s call with your words and actions. We come
here to give thanks for the new direction your call will take in retirement, and to bless you on your way.
As each name is called, the retiree (and spouse) comes to the chancel. Each retiree will be
given a certificate, a pin, and a globe candle to be used in their personal prayer time. The
globe symbolizes the continuing connection to the Conference. A globe candle will be given
to each church later during Annual Conference.

RECOGNITION OF RETIREES

Jimmy D. Adkins
Timothy J. Allen
Gus Anderson, Jr.
Vera C. Archer
Michael T. Bradfield
J. Montgomery Brown
Philip R. Dent
Sharon Dietze
Michael K. Funkhouser
Charles Furbee
Steve L. Grimes
Charlene Hamrick
George E. Hamrick, Jr.
Janet M. Harman
Hal Jesse Hevener

H. Thomas Hill
Stephen Inman
C. Richard Justice
Gerald M. Kincaid, Jr.
Kerry Lilly
Thomas Marsh
Donald S. Maxson
Rose Marie (Jo) McCartney
Barry R. Moll
Franklin J. Naglic, Sr.
Gary E. Nelson
Richard H. Sale
Brenda E. Shreve
Judy R. Vetter
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† HYMN OF CELEBRATION

Marching to Zion
UMH 733
Words: Isaac Watts and Music: Robert Lowry
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THANKSGIVING FOR MINISTRY ALONG THE WAY
(responsive)
Leader: As the Vicar of Christ, we are called to be faithful. God is the One Who controls whether or
not our words fall to the ground.
Those being Licensed, Commissioned and Ordained: We may not see the results of the words we use
– or the lives that we lead. Indeed, there may be times where it seems like the perennial fights
over the use of the kitchen, the kind of music being played and sung (and who gets to pick it),
and the other prickly bush business of the local and district and conference church are all for
naught.
Leader: But remember, you were called. And I was called. And at that time, we had an
insurmountable compulsion and reason to say: “Speak, O Lord, for Your servant is listening,”
and to say “Behold the servant of the Lord; let it be done unto me according to Your Word.” My
sisters and brothers in Christ, you came to us from congregations where the Spirit of the Lord
was upon you; and you were charged to preach to the brokenhearted, to visit the captive, to
anoint those who were bruised. These things you have done.
Congregation: We thank God for the community of the faithful in which the Word of God
found response. Countless persons have depended on you for help. In the providence of
God, you know that both suffering and joy can be God’s way of teaching and healing.
Leader: At your ordination or appointment, you received authority to do a variety of things, based
upon your calling: to read the Holy Scriptures in the church of God, to preach the Word, to
celebrate the Sacraments, to do works of justice ministry, to Order the life of the Church. By
God’s grace you did many things that seemed to be beyond your power.
Congregation: We thank God that you were given the vision to be faithful. Death and illness
have not come on schedule. The truth has not always been easy to preach. We know
something of the grace by which you have lived, and we thank God for your vision.
Leader: Never think lightly of the great good that God has wrought through you. Continue to be true
to your calling. May God’s love and power be with you always.
Congregation: God of grace, you fill your servants with the vision. You empower your servants
with your Spirit. We give thanks for the ministry of these women and men, and for the
ways in which you have ministered, and will minister, through them. Give them a sense of
your abiding presence, that they may continue to love and serve you, and ever grow in the
grace and knowledge of Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen.
Bishop: You and I have each received an awesome call, an incredible responsibility, and a power that
is more than we can ask or even imagine. Thanks be to God.
I leave you with this Native American Blessing:
May the Lord disturb you and trouble you,
may the Lord set an impossible task before you
and dare you to meet it.
May the Lord give you strength to do your best
and then – but only then –
may you be granted the Lord’s Peace
and free you for joyful obedience.
So be it. Shalom. Amen.

(At this time, a number of elders retiring equal to the number of elders being ordained will step forward
and remove from their shoulders a personal stole and place it into the outstretched hands of an elder to
be ordained on Sunday.)
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† HYMN

Lord, You Have Come to the Lakeshore
UMH 344
Words and Music: Cesareo Gabarin
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† BENEDICTION and SENDING FORTH
(responsive)
One being Commissioned: Here I am, Lord. Send me.
One being Ordained: And the Blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, rest upon us.
One Retiring: Go forth to where God is calling you next with boldness and joy.
Congregation: Amen.

SENDING MUSIC

Finale from Symphony No. 1

L. Vierne

(Please be seated and continue in a spirit of worship while music is playing.)

NOTES:
The globe candles presented to the retirees in this worship, and which will be presented to
each congregation later during Annual Conference, were provided by the gift of two
anonymous donors to the United Methodist Foundation of West Virginia, Inc., for the
purpose of giving a physical image of the light of Christ, and of that which binds us all
together in, as Mr. Wesley called it: the blessed connection.

Liturgists:
Rod Blackstone
Charles E. Hicks
Bree Moll
Earnest Watkins
William H. Wilson, Board of Ordained Ministry Retirement Liaison
Bishop Sandra Steiner Ball
Kristi Wilkerson
Music Directors:
Craig Hinchman
Julie Janisch
Musicians:
Conference Choir
Zachary Allen, organ
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Common Prayer:
A Liturgy for Ordinary Radicals
Friday, June 8, 2018 ❖ 8:30 am
† signifies that all are invited to rise in body, mind, or spirit

† CALL TO WORSHIP
(responsive)
O Lord, let my soul rise up to meet you:
as the day rises to meet the sun.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in the beginning, is now, and
will be forever. Amen.
Come, let us bow down and bend the knee:
let us kneel before the Lord our Maker.
† HYMN

Poor Wayfaring Stranger

PSALTER
Psalm 39:11-13
(responsive)
Give ear to our cry, O Lord: listen to your children praying.
Take your affliction from me:
I am worn down by the blows of your hand.
With rebukes for sin you punish us; like a moth you eat away all that is dear to us:
truly, everyone is but a puff of wind.
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Folk Spiritual

Hear my prayer, O Lord, and give ear to my cry:
hold not your peace at my tears.
For I am but a sojourner with you:
a wayfarer, as all my forebears were.
Turn your gaze from me, that I may be glad again:
before I go my way and am no more.”
Give ear to our cry, O Lord: listen to your children praying.

SCRIPTURE
Deuteronomy 11:13-19 (CEB)
Now, if you completely obey God’s commandments that I am giving you right now, by loving
the Lord your God and by serving him with all your heart and all your being, then he will
provide rain for your land at the right time—early rain and late rain—so you can stock up your
grain, wine, and oil. He will also make your fields lush for your livestock, and you will eat and
be satisfied. But watch yourselves! Otherwise, your heart might be led astray so you stray
away, serving other gods and worshipping them. Then the Lord’s anger would burn against you.
He will close the sky up tight. There won’t be any rain, and the ground won’t yield any of its
crops. You will quickly disappear off the wonderful land the Lord is giving to you. Place these
words I’m speaking on your heart and in your very being. Tie them on your hand as a sign.
They should be on your forehead as a symbol. Teach them to your children, by talking about
them when you are sitting around your house and when you are out and about, when you are
lying down and when you are getting up.

Acts 5:27-42 (CEB)
The apostles were brought before the council where the high priest confronted them: “In no
uncertain terms, we demanded that you not teach in this name. And look at you! You have
filled Jerusalem with your teaching. And you are determined to hold us responsible for this
man’s death.” Peter and the apostles replied, “We must obey God rather than humans! The God
of our ancestors raised Jesus from the dead—whom you killed by hanging him on a tree. God
has exalted Jesus to his right side as leader and savior so that he could enable Israel to change its
heart and life and to find forgiveness for sins. We are witnesses of such things, as is the Holy
Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him.” When the council members heard this,
they became furious and wanted to kill the apostles. One council member, a Pharisee and
teacher of the Law named Gamaliel, well-respected by all the people, stood up and ordered that
the men be taken outside for a few moments. He said, “Fellow Israelites, consider carefully what
you intend to do to these people. Some time ago, Theudas appeared, claiming to be somebody,
and some four hundred men joined him. After he was killed, all of his followers scattered, and
nothing came of that. Afterward, at the time of the census, Judas the Galilean appeared and got
some people to follow him in a revolt. He was killed too, and all his followers scattered far and
wide. Here’s my recommendation in this case: Distance yourselves from these men. Let them
go! If their plan or activity is of human origin, it will end in ruin. If it originates with God, you
won’t be able to stop them. Instead, you would actually find yourselves fighting God!” The
council was convinced by his reasoning. After calling the apostles back, they had them beaten.
They ordered them not to speak in the name of Jesus, then let them go. The apostles left the
council rejoicing because they had been regarded as worthy to suffer disgrace for the sake of the
name. Every day they continued to teach and proclaim the good news that Jesus is the Christ,
both in the temple and in houses.

Give ear to our cry, O Lord: listen to your children praying.
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In his Rule for monastic community, Benedict of Nursia wrote, “The first step of humility is to cherish at
all times the sense of awe with which we should turn to God.”

PRAYERS FOR OTHERS

LORDS PRAYER
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours
now and for ever. Amen.
Lord, send us forth into the day to rejoice in all things, to trust you in all circumstances, and to proclaim
your coming kingdom to all people. Amen.

SENDING MUSIC

May the Peace of the Lord Go With You
Words: Celtic Book of Prayer; Music: Julie Janisch

NOTES:
Taken from Common Prayer by Shane Claiborne, Jonathan Wilson-Hartgrove, Enuma Okoro Copyright
© 2010 by The Simple Way and School for Conversion. Used by permission of Zondervan.
www.zondervan.com
Liturgists:
Jarrod L. Caltrider
Jenna W. Moon

Music Directors:
Craig Hinchman
Julie Janisch
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Memorial Service
Friday, June 8, 2018 ❖ 11:00 am

† signifies that all are invited to rise in body, mind, or spirit

GATHERING MUSIC

Agnus Dei

Acts 2:44-45 - All the believers were
united and shared everything. They
would sell pieces of property and
possessions and distribute the proceeds
to everyone who needed them.

Michael W. Smith

Alleluia! Alleluia,
for the Lord God Almighty reigns!
Alleluia! Alleluia,
for the Lord God Almighty reigns!
Alleluia! Holy! Holy
are you Lord God Almighty!
Worthy is the Lamb! Worthy is the Lamb!
You are Holy! Holy
are you Lord God Almighty!
Worthy is the Lamb! Worthy is the Lamb!
Amen.

A READING
Revelation 7:9-17 (NRSV)
After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every
nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the
Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their hands. They cried out in a loud voice,
saying, "Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!" And
all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures,
and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, singing, "Amen! Blessing
and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God
forever and ever! Amen." Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, "Who are these,
robed in white, and where have they come from?" I said to him, "Sir, you are the one that
knows." Then he said to me, "These are they who have come out of the great ordeal; they
have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. For this reason
they are before the throne of God, and worship him day and night within his temple, and the
one who is seated on the throne will shelter them. They will hunger no more, and thirst no
more; the sun will not strike them, nor any scorching heat; for the Lamb at the center of the
throne will be their shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of the water of life, and God
will wipe away every tear from their eyes."
† CALL TO WORSHIP
(responsive)
In this hour we join together
to honor loved ones who no longer walk among us.
In this hour we join together
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to share the joy of memories even in the presence of grief.
In this hour we join together
to give thanks to God for the grace we have received from these departed ones.
In this hour we join together
to remember and rejoice in the Lord for the lives these lives have touched, the differences they
have made, the congregations they have served.

† OPENING PRAYER
(An Annual Conference Memorial Service Copyright © 1992 UMPH)
Tender and compassionate God,
we seek to know you through the hearing of your Word
and pray that we may go beyond hearing to obeying,
as shown by the faithful lives of your departed servants
whom we honor today.
We know that they are precious in your eyes,
worthy of your special attention and ours,
for they served well in the task that you gave them.
Grant that we may feel your presence
as did the followers who knew Jesus in the breaking of the bread,
and may we experience the fire within
that sent them out to share good news. Amen.
† HYMN

For All the Saints
TFWS 2283
Words: John Bell and Music: English Folk Melody
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PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

(Feasting on the Word Worship Companion:
Liturgies Year A, Volume 2)

In your Word, O God, show us heaven.
By your Spirit, show us truth;
through Christ, the Living Word,
in whom we see your face. Amen.

SCRIPTURE LESSON

Mark 4:1-9 (NRSV)

Again he began to teach beside the sea. Such a very large crowd gathered around him that he got
into a boat on the sea and sat there, while the whole crowd was beside the sea on the land. He
began to teach them many things in parables, and in his teaching he said to them: “Listen! A
sower went out to sow. And as he sowed, some seed fell on the path, and the birds came and ate
it up. Other seed fell on rocky ground, where it did not have much soil, and it sprang up quickly,
since it had no depth of soil. And when the sun rose, it was scorched; and since it had no root, it
withered away. Other seed fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked it, and it
yielded no grain. Other seed fell into good soil and brought forth grain, growing up and
increasing and yielding thirty and sixty and a hundredfold.” And he said, “Let anyone with ears
to hear listen!”

SERMON

Counted

ANTHEM

Lord, It Belongs Not to My Care

Bishop Sandra Steiner Ball

Carl Schalk

AN ACT OF REMEMBRANCE / NAMING
(As each name is read, a family representative is invited to come forward to meet their
District Superintendent and receive a gift in memory and honor
of their loved one’s impact on the Church and world.)
Every name that is read represents a life that was lived in honor of God. Each name brings with it a
flood of emotions for all those who knew and loved the one to whom it belonged. As these names are
read, we offer our thanks to God for their life and for the variety of ways they lived out their calling to
Jesus Christ. We celebrate their impact and service. We honor the loss that has been felt in their
passing, but we hold fast to the living hope that comes through the resurrection of Jesus Christ.
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HYMN

Clergy
Dallas B. Bailey, Jr.
Gregory L. Blair
Borden T. Brady
Ronald R. Brooks
Carl E. Burrows
Jerry W. Chandler
George D. Clay
Phyllis K. Coston
William C. Eskew, Jr.
F. Mark Fisher
Julia Ann Hay Halstead
Howard N. Keener, Jr.
William G. Kniceley
Donald Ludolph
Jack D. Mayes
Donald W. McCauley
Roy R. Mick, Jr.
Thomas W. Shepherd
William D. Slates
Paul M. Stadelman
Freda Hayes Steele
Roy K. Stevenson
D. Homer Stewart
Perry L. Stewart
Bernard Vandergrift
Clifford N. West
Thomas Woodson

Come and Fill Our Hearts

TFWS 2157
Words and Music: Jacques Berthier

Conference Relationship
Retired Deacon
Elder
Retired Associate Member
Retired Elder
Retired Elder
Assigned Supply
Retired Elder
Retired Deacon
Retired Associate Member
Retired Elder
Elder
Retired Elder
Retired Elder
Part-Time Local Pastor
Retired Local Pastor
Retired Local Pastor
Retired Local Pastor
Elder
Retired Elder
Retired Elder
Retired Associate Member
Retired Local Pastor
Retired Elder
Retired Associate Member
Retired Local Pastor
Retired Elder
Retired Elder
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Date of Death
1/21/2018
12/22/2017
11/24/2017
7/1/2017
1/11/2018
10/15/2017
2/4/2018
3/25/2018
6/29/2017
1/31/2018
4/8/2018
2/22/2018
1/8/2018
3/23/2018
7/6/2017
3/22/2018
3/17/2018
4/24/2018
4/5/2018
10/24/2017
1/23/2018
9/28/2017
11/5/2017
2/2/2018
4/10/2018
8/25/2017
2/26/2018

HYMN

Spouse
Helena (Jane) Conrad
Charles E. Dorsey
Virginia Rose Ellwood
Robert D. Hamm
Janis Irene Hensley
Timothy E. Meek
Judith Staub
Leanna R. Wright

HYMN

Surviving Spouse
Nola Anderson
Michele Clark
Marie Barger Green
Betty H. Jackson
Delma Ruth Jobson
Mary Kathleen (Katie) Kidd
Eleanor N. Leaman
Mary Gertrude Moxley
Beverly Jean Parsons
Mary L. Phillips
Mary Lee Potts
Lorna Mae Pringle
Nancy Harless Wells
Eleanor N. Wilson

Come and Fill Our Hearts
(music score printed on page 32)

TFWS 2157

Spouse of
Johnny R. Conrad
Ella Dorsey
Charles Ellwood
Nancy J. Hamm
Basil Hensley
Kimberley M. Poland
Robert Staub
Richard Wright

Date of Death
5/2/2018
8/9/2017
4/18/2018
1/11/2018
2/15/2018
4/16/2018
1/25/2018
12/20/2017

Come and Fill Our Hearts
(music score printed on page 32)

TFWS 2157

Surviving Spouse of
William Anderson
Thomas W. Clark
Sylvester Green
Don L. Jackson
William Lee Jobson
H. Randolph Kidd, Jr
Jacob (Dick) Leaman
G. R. (Bob) Moxley
Roger Parsons
Glenn R. Phillips
Charles E. Potts
Donald Pringle
Travis Wells
Elmer Wilson

Date of Death
6/21/2017
3/17/2018
9/6/2017
12/26/2017
8/20/2017
3/30/2018
6/15/2017
1/25/2017
2/15/2018
7/19/2017
3/13/2018
11/8/2017
9/29/2017
2/7/2018

PRAYER
United Methodist Book of Worship 159 (altered)
(responsive)
Almighty Triune God, from whom we come,
and to whom our spirits return:
You have been our dwelling place in all generations.
You are our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.
Grant us your continued blessing this day,
and enable us so to continue to place our trust in you
that our spirits may grow calm and our hearts be comforted.
Lift our eyes beyond the shadows of earth,
and help us to know your peace in the light of eternity.
So we may find grace and strength for this and every time of need;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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† SENDING HYMN

Love Divine, All Loves Excelling
UMH 384
Words: Charles Wesley and Music: John Zundel
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† DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you;
the Lord make [the Lord’s] face to shine upon you, and be gracious to you;
the Lord lift up [the Lord’s] countenance upon you, and give you peace. (Numbers 6:24-26)
† SUNG RESPONSE

SENDING MUSIC

Seven-fold Amen

UMH 904
Peter Christian Lutkin

Love Divine

arr. Dale Wood

(Please be seated and continue in a spirit of worship while music is playing.)

NOTES:
Liturgists:
Frank (Tex) Frye
Robin Kelby
Loretta Young

Music Directors:
Craig Hinchman
Julie Janisch
Musicians:
Conference Choir
Ann McDaniel, flute

Preacher:
Bishop Sandra Steiner Ball
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Community BBQ
and

Worship on the Lawn
Friday, June 8, 2018 ❖ 5:30 pm

Year by year, the annual conference family descends on Buckhannon interrupting, the community’s
traffic, restaurant availability, and overloads the hotels. West Virginia Wesleyan College and the
Buckhannon/Upshur County community shares its space and works with us. With this year’s
conference theme, Innovative, the Conference Program committee and Worship Team looked for a way
to share our thanks and hospitality with those who serve us so well and to model an emerging style of
worship – dinner church. This evening’s gathering is an opportunity to break bread with sisters and
brothers of the community and the college, to offer our hospitality, to share in fellowship, to relx, and to
listen as Dr. Junius Dotson offers words of grace to us.
We hope this will spark some ideas of ways you can share in ministry and worship with your
community.
The Ice Cream Social will follow. (This is a fund raiser for our Conference Council on Youth
Ministry’s Youth Service Fund.)
We offer our thanks to the Discover Team for leading us in this time.

NOTES:
Discover Team:
Chip Bennett
Micah Blanks
Eva Faulkner
Janet Harman
Erin Sears
Amy Shanholtzer
Claudia Thomas
Joe Webb

Speaker:
Dr. Junius Dotson
Musicians:
Craig Hinchman Trio (and More)
Ed Pauley, guitar
Rusty Joins, bass guitar
Craig Hinchman, guitar
Martha Craig-Hinchman, piano
Gary Nelson, drums
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For more information or ideas contact:
Congregational Development chair, Les Fish at fishcoal@cwv.net
Evangelism Team chair, Ed Corbitt at corbittej@comcast.net
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Common Prayer:
A Liturgy for Ordinary Radicals
Saturday, June 9, 2018 ❖ 8:30 am
† signifies that all are invited to rise in body, mind, or spirit

† CALL TO WORSHIP
(responsive)
O Lord, let my soul rise up to meet you:
as the day rises to meet the sun.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in the beginning, is now, and
will be forever. Amen.
Come, let us sing to the Lord:
let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation.
† HYMN

My Hope Is Built
UMH 368
Words: Edward Mote; Music: William B. Bradbury

PSALTER
Psalm 46:1-4
(responsive)
The Lord of hosts is with us: the God of Jacob is our stronghold.
God is our refuge and strength:
a very present help in trouble.
Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved:
and though the mountains be toppled into the depths of the sea;
though its waters rage and foam:
and though the mountains tremble at its tumult.
The Lord of hosts is with us:
the God of Jacob is our stronghold.
The Lord of hosts is with us: the God of Jacob is our stronghold.
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SCRIPTURE
Deuteronomy 12:1-12 (CEB)
These are the regulations and the case laws that you must carefully keep in the fertile land the
Lord, your ancestors’ God, has given to you to possess for as long as you live on that land: You
must completely destroy every place where the nations that you are displacing worshipped their
gods—whether on high mountains or hills or under leafy green trees. Rip down their altars and
shatter their sacred stones. Burn their sacred poles with fire. Hack their gods’ idols into pieces.
Wipe out their names from that place. Don’t act like they did toward the Lord your God!
Instead, you must search for the location the Lord your God will select from all your tribes to put
his name there, as his residence, and you must go there. You must bring your entirely burned
offerings, your sacrifices, your tenth-part gifts, your contributions, your payments for solemn
promises, your spontaneous gifts, and the oldest offspring of your herds and flocks to that place.
You will have a feast there, each of you and your families, in the Lord your God’s presence, and
you will celebrate all you have done because the Lord your God has blessed you. Don’t act like
we’ve been acting here lately—everyone doing what seems right to them—because up to this
point you haven’t yet reached the place of rest or the inheritance the Lord your God is giving
you. But you are about to cross the Jordan River and will settle in the land the Lord your God is
giving you as your inheritance. Then he will give you rest from all your enemies on every side
so that you live safely and securely. At that point, you must bring all that I am commanding you,
your entirely burned offerings, your sacrifices, your tenth-part gifts, your contributions, and all
your best payments that you solemnly promised to the Lord, to the location the Lord your God
selects for his name to reside. Then you will rejoice in the Lord your God’s presence: each of
you, your sons and daughters, your male and female servants, and the Levites who dwell in your
cities because they have no designated inheritance.

Acts 6:1-15 (CEB)
About that time, while the number of disciples continued to increase, a complaint arose. Greekspeaking disciples accused the Aramaic-speaking disciples because their widows were being
overlooked in the daily food service. The Twelve called a meeting of all the disciples and said,
“It isn’t right for us to set aside proclamation of God’s word in order to serve tables. Brothers
and sisters, carefully choose seven well-respected men from among you. They must be wellrespected and endowed by the Spirit with exceptional wisdom. We will put them in charge of
this concern. As for us, we will devote ourselves to prayer and the service of proclaiming the
word.” This proposal pleased the entire community. They selected Stephen, a man endowed by
the Holy Spirit with exceptional faith, Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and
Nicolaus from Antioch, a convert to Judaism. The community presented these seven to the
apostles, who prayed and laid their hands on them. God’s word continued to grow. The number
of disciples in Jerusalem increased significantly. Even a large group of priests embraced the
faith. Stephen, who stood out among the believers for the way God’s grace was at work in his
life and for his exceptional endowment with divine power, was doing great wonders and signs
among the people. Opposition arose from some who belonged to the so-called Synagogue of
Former Slaves. Members from Cyrene, Alexandria, Cilicia, and Asia entered into debate with
Stephen. However, they couldn’t resist the wisdom the Spirit gave him as he spoke. Then they
secretly enticed some people to claim, “We heard him insult Moses and God.” They stirred up
the people, the elders, and the legal experts. They caught Stephen, dragged him away, and
brought him before the Jerusalem Council. Before the council, they presented false witnesses
who testified, “This man never stops speaking against this holy place and the Law. In fact, we
heard him say that this man Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this place and alter the customary
practices Moses gave us.” Everyone seated in the council stared at Stephen, and they saw that
his face was radiant, just like an angel’s.
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The Lord of hosts is with us: the God of Jacob is our stronghold.
John Wesley, who founded the Methodist movement, wrote, “One of the principle rules of religion is to
lose no occasion of serving God. And since he is invisible to our eyes, we are to serve him in our
neighbor; which he receives as if done to himself in person, standing visibly before us.”
PRAYERS FOR OTHERS
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.
Lord, we want to serve you in the love we show our neighbors. Teach us to embrace each person made
in your image as if we were greeting you. Amen.
SENDING MUSIC

May the Peace of the Lord Go With You
Words: Celtic Book of Prayer; Music: Julie Janisch

NOTES:
Taken from Common Prayer by Shane Claiborne, Jonathan Wilson-Hartgrove, Enuma Okoro Copyright
© 2010 by The Simple Way and School for Conversion. Used by permission of Zondervan.
www.zondervan.com
Liturgists:
Krysta Rexrode Wolfe
Hannah Lamb

Music Directors:
Craig Hinchman
Julie Janisch
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Evening Worship
Prayer Service
Saturday, June 9, 2018 ❖ 7:30 pm

† signifies that all are invited to rise in body, mind, or spirit

GATHERING MUSIC

Deep River with Shall We Gather at the River

Robert Lowry
arr. Lloyd Larson

GATHERING STATEMENT
John Wesley said that, “God's command to ‘pray without ceasing’ is founded on the necessity we have
of [God’s] grace to preserve the life of God in the soul, which can no more subsist one moment without
it, than the body can without air.” Prayer is not something we do for a moment, it is a way of life that
invites us into a constant encounter with God. It is an invitation to experience the presence of God in all
of life - in our work, our leisure, and our rest. It is an invitation to know, and have the most intimate
aspects of our lives be known by, God.
† OPENING PRAYER
(unison)
Holy One, you are the God who speaks and listens; the One who invites us to pour out our hearts
before your throne of mercy. You summon us into a life of prayer in all that we do, yet the chaos
of a noisy world creates obstacles in listening to the voice of the one who calls us by name. Gather
us into your presence, so that our lives may be made richer by your grace. Remind us of the deep
love you have for us, as we consider the ways in which our lives have: encountered your presence,
been called by your voice, and been led in the pathways of discipleship for your kingdom’s sake.
Amen.

~ ENCOUNTER ~
GOD IS ENCOUNTERED
1 Samuel 3:1-9 (NIV)
One night Eli, whose eyes were becoming so weak that he could barely see, was lying down in
his usual place. The lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the house
of the Lord, where the ark of God was. Then the Lord called Samuel. Samuel answered, “Here I
am. ” And he ran to Eli and said, “Here I am; you called me.” But Eli said, “I did not call; go
back and lie down.” So he went and lay down. Again the Lord called, “Samuel!” And Samuel
got up and went to Eli and said, “Here I am; you called me.” “My son,” Eli said, “I did not call;
go back and lie down.” Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord: The word of the Lord had not
yet been revealed to him. A third time the Lord called, “Samuel!” And Samuel got up and went
to Eli and said, “Here I am; you called me.” Then Eli realized that the Lord was calling the boy.
So Eli told Samuel, “Go and lie down, and if he calls you, say, ‘Speak, Lord, for your servant is
listening.’” So Samuel went and lay down in his place.
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† HYMN

A Voice to Me Is Calling

verse 1

~ CALL ~

GOD CALLS DISCIPLES
1 Samuel 3:10-11 (NIV)
The LORD came and stood there, calling as at the other times, “Samuel! Samuel!” Then Samuel
said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.” And the LORD said to Samuel: “See, I am about to
do something in Israel that will make the ears of everyone who hears about it tingle.

HYMN

A Voice to Me Is Calling
(music score above)
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verse 2

SHARING GOD’S WORD
FLUTE SOLO

Karl Barth
Here I Am, Lord

SHARING GOD’S WORD

Daniel L. Schutte
arr. Joel Raney

Ann Hammond

† CONFESSION, ASSURANCE, PARDON
(responsive)
Gracious God, we confess that there are times when we hear you calling out our names in the stillness of
the night, yet we pretend to not hear you.
Listen with patience and forgive us we pray.
We confess that, at times, we would rather not hear you than to hear you and be moved to action.
Listen with patience and forgive us we pray.
We confess that fear wells up within us when we encounter your presence because encountering you
leads us into a changed and transformed life.
Listen with patience and forgive us we pray.
Grant us courage to trust in your faithfulness in and through all things.
Speak, God, your children are listening.
Grant us courage to hear your voice when you call out our names.
Speak, God, your children are listening.
Grant us courage to follow you—no matter the cost—believing that our lives are made whole when we
live out your calling for us.
Speak, God, your children are listening.
Friends, trust that God’s grace flows freely and generously. Believe that God’s mercy covers us always.
Have faith that God pardons the guilty, sets free the oppressed, and offers life to the lifeless.
Glory be to God! Amen.

OFFERTORY ANTHEM
† OFFERTORY RESPONSE

You Are Mine

A Voice to Me Is Calling
(music score printed on page 42)

David Haas and Mark Hayes

verse 3

~ DISCIPLESHIP ~
GOD EQUIPS
1 Samuel 3:19-4:1a (NIV)
The LORD was with Samuel as he grew up, and he let none of Samuel’s words fall to the ground.
And all Israel from Dan to Beersheba recognized that Samuel was attested as a prophet of the
LORD. The LORD continued to appear at Shiloh, and there he revealed himself to Samuel through
his word. And Samuel’s word came to all Israel.
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HYMN

A Voice to Me Is Calling
(music score printed on page 42)

verse 4

THANKSGIVING FOR DISCIPLESHIP-MAKING PATHWAYS
(responsive)
God, you have called disciples throughout time.
You have called the imperfect, the unwilling, and the doubter.
You have called the obedient and the wise.
You have called Abraham, Moses, and Deborah,
Mary, Elizabeth, John, Peter, Paul and Prisca.
You called them to be disciples and to grow disciples.
Now, your presence calls to us again;
In prayer we hear your call.
In prayer we encounter the gift of grace,
And hear your desire to come and follow you.
Thank you, God, for your steadfast love.
Thank you for creating pathways of growth,
So that we may remember who and whose we are.
Thank you for inspiring those citizen saints before us,
So that we could become the kingdom people this world requires.
Thank you for giving us hearts capable of great compassion
So that we can share our journey with others.
Thank you for giving church communities
In which the gifts are cultivated: worship, hospitality, obedience, service, generosity and faith.
Thank you, God, for the ways you grow us up.
Thank you for those programs and those books, those mentors, and those Bible studies, those pathways
and systems which lead to greater discipleship. We are grateful, O God, for opportunities in our
Conference like: After the Altar Call, Membership to Discipleship, the Lay Mobilization Institute, the
Radical Discipleship Academy, Charting the Course, and Rally on the Mountain, among others.
But we know, O God, that discipleship isn't just about programs. Discipleship starts in our homes and is
grown in our churches. Discipleship is about the habits, attitudes, and skills we learn in church and
practice in our communities. We lift up the life of the local church and pray your blessing on our
ministries.
Help us be disciples. Help us grow disciples.
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PRAYER FOR INNOVATIVE PATHWAYS YET TO BE
(responsive)
Holy God, we are grateful for those opportunities which bring us into closer connection with you, but
we know that the Spirit is still at work. Bless those discipleship pathways which have yet to be.
May the Spirit spark in us holy creativity, so that we can be the spiritual breath of fresh air Christ leads
us to be. Help us carry the wisdom of your ancient church into innovative channels of growth. Give us
the tools and the strength we need to discover, develop, and deploy spiritual leaders in this world.
A call is being born tonight for all those ways we will make disciples in the next year.
Help us hear it. Help us see it. Help us heed it. Amen.

A BLESSING FOR UNITY
God, bless these vessels. Help us to remember that though they travel to many places, there is only one
light—the light of love you kindled at the beginning of creation. You have entrusted that light to each of
us.
Because of that light, we are a community of Spirit-driven people. Tonight we pray for one another and
all the communities we represent. Help us be ambassadors of this great light of love, so that all who
darken the doors of our churches may be filled with peace and inspired to discipleship. Amen.

DISMISSAL AND BLESSING
As you leave this evening we would like one lay person from each church to find the table outside
assigned to your district. Please take the lamp provided for your church. As a symbol of unity we
encourage you to display the lamp in a prominent place in your sanctuary, knowing that your sister
churches carry the same light. Pray for one another when the lamp is lit, and remember that God’s
presence inspires us all to greater growth in love and peace.
Go forth to grow as disciples and to grow disciples, so that the church may be a place of unity and light
in the name of the Holy Trinity. Amen.
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† HYMN

I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light
UMH 206
Words and Music: Kathleen Thomerson
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† SENDING MUSIC

I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light

Paul Manz

NOTES:
The globes presented to the churches of the West Virginia Conference and to this year's retiring class are
gifted by two anonymous donors to the United Methodist Foundation of West Virginia, Inc., for the
purpose of giving a physical image of the light of Christ, and of that which binds us all together in, as
Mr. Wesley called it: the blessed connection.
Globes were purchased at http://www.fireflyfuel.com/cart/glass-oil-candles/bliss-petite-oil-candle/ for
additional globes or oil.

Liturgists:
Micah Blanks
Gavin Brandenburg
Jarrod Caltrider
Dustin McCune
Bishop Sandra Steiner Ball
Jenny Williams
Krysta Rexrode Wolfe
Testimonials:
Karl Barth, Avery UMC, Morgantown
Ann Hammond, United Methodist Temple, Clarksburg
Music Directors:
Craig Hinchman
Julie Janisch
Musicians:
Conference Choir
Angela Jones, flute
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RESOURCES
Christians who celebrate the Eucharist together are called to remember into the future. The Body of
Christ throughout history has used the beauty of earned wisdom to move into the unknown gifts of
tomorrow’s Church. This year, as we celebrate fifty bold years of ministry in the United Methodist
Church, we are seeking innovative ways to continue the ancient work of God.
The best tools we have to hold together our traditions and our generative work are the tools of faith:
worship, sacrament, reading scripture, and prayer, among others. This year the Annual Conference
Worship Team intentionally engaged these tools throughout our time together. Now we invite you to
continue visiting these powerful tools at home.
Below we have included a list of resources we used to create the worship services and prayer stations.
We have also included some of the resources we use in our own discipleship. We hope you find these as
life giving as we have found them.
Digital Resources
• http://prayer-center.upperroom.org/
• https://heatherplett.com/2014/10/make-inexpensive-portable-labyrinth/
• “Pray As You Go” app
Books
•
•
•

Claiborne, S.; Wilson Hartgrove, J., Okoro, E (2010). Common prayer: A liturgy for ordinary
radicals. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan.
Foster, R. (2002). Prayer: Finding the heart’s true home. New York, NY: Harper Collins
Publishers.
Vincent, K. (2013). A bead and a prayer: A beginner’s guide to protestant prayer beads.
Nashville, TN: The Upper Room, a ministry of GBOD.

Conference Choir Anthems - Ordering Information
All Are Welcome – Marty Haugen
GIA Publications G-4166
Celebrate the Day – Pepper Choplin
Beckenhorst Press BP2087; Brass and Percussion Score and Parts BP2087A
God, the Spirit, Lives Within Us – Lloyd Larson
Lorenz 10/4704L; Brass and Percussion Score and Parts 30/3289L
How Clear is our Vocation, Lord – Fred Pratt Green & Kevin Hildebrand
Concordia Publishing House 98-3671
I Thank My God – J. Aaron McDermid
Morning Star Music MSM-50-6078
Lord, It Belongs Not to My Care – Carl Schalk
Augsburg Publishing 0-8006-4590-1
One World, One Communion – Pepper Choplin
Hope Publishing C 6113; Flute part included; Percussion Parts C 6113P
You Are Mine – David Haas & Mark Hayes
Hope Publishing C 5683; Flute part included
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