Fall 2016

2016 West Virginia Flood
On June 23, 2016, after over eight hours of
torrential downpours, West Virginia faced
one of the worst flash floods in the state’s
history and the devastation of 23 lost lives,
several injuries, and the damage of hundreds
of homes and businesses.
It was one of the worst disaster’s that West
Virginia had faced for sometime. But out of
this horrific disaster came Love, Hope,
Perseverance and a strength that only comes
when people draw together. It comes when
neighbors help neighbors, when people who
were once strangers become friends for life.
It comes when you hold each other in your
arms and just cry for there is nothing else to
do. A deep breath comes up from your soul
and you take that first step of starting over.
Starting over can take you to new places. You
are more thankful. People come from all over
with material things for you, food, and care.
Then comes those who bring their saddness
for your loss and roll up their sleeves to help.
Wether it is carrying out the wet items from
your home and moving them to the curb. Or
it might be scrapping mud from the floors
and tearing off mold infested drywall so the
left skeleton frame of two by fours can dry
and be rebuilt later. It could be carrying and
moving water, cleaning supplies or bleech to
a place where they can be stored until needed
by the survivors. So many things happen in a
disaster. You dive into help.
I have helped in many disaster’s dating back
to Hurricane Hugo. Each one is it’s own and
holds so much saddness and loss.Then there
is the light of a new day and life continues on.

"The King will reply, 'Truly I tell you, whatever
you did for one of the least of these brothers
and sisters of mine, you did for me.' Matthew:
25:40

2016 Flood Recovery Contacts
Jack Lipphardt –Disaster Response Director

Midland South
Barry Moll
304-509-2041

jwlipphardt@aol.com you can register your
Volunteer Team for WV Flood Recovery with Jack
or get the registration form on the Conference
Volunteer in Mission site.
Dan and Sue Lowther- WV Conference
Disaster Coordinators- New Vision Depot
Directors- dclowther@gmail.com
wsuelowther@gmail.com
Sandy
BinottoUMVIM
Coordinator
yashe4jc@hotmail.com

Barrymoll516@gmail.com
Mon Valley District
Nancy Richmond
Donna Goodwin
Co-directors

Meet your UMVIM District
Coordinators
Greenbrier District
Rev. David StilgenbaurerDave is also the Disaster Coordinator
for his District
304-645-5570
revdaves@yahoo.com

Little Kanawha District
Rev. Jim and Betsy Martin
304-863-6082/304-614/2698
lubeckrev@gmail.com

Nancy

Donna

nancyjrichmond@comcast.net
304-291-3156
Donna Good
d42jgood@frontier.com
304-390-0756
Nancy and Donna have been involved with VIM
for quite a while, traveling to Hungry, Alaska and
Costa Rico and in 2014 lead a team to Hungry
with Donna. Nancy and Donna have taken the
VIM training. This year they hosted pastor Zoltan
Kovacs and wife from Hungry to the US.
Volunteer in Mission has been a heartwarming
experience in both of their lives. They are
thankful for the people they have been able to
serve both at home and abroad.

Northern District
Linda and Bill Wade
304-280-6462
mimiwade@comcast.net

Potomac Highlands
District

Southern District Co-Leaders
Cynthia Rumberg
rumberg@gmail.com
304-253-2410
Jana Church
Skywalk1717@hotmail.com
304-472-5419

Sharon Prunty
304-257-1979
bushaprunty@citlink.net

Volunteers in Mission is not about the work you
do but the relationships you build. Working
alongside families and getting to know them
personally forms a bond that can last a lifetime.
Getting to know people from other countries
and learning about other cultures can let you
know that you have the same needs and desires
as they do. I truly believe that everyone should
do some type of mission work. Helping someone
help themselves is the most fulfilling thing you
can do. You gain far more than you give.

I am a life-long member of First UMC, Beckley, I
attend Sophia UMC where my husband, David, is
the pastor. I am a certified lay servant in the
Methodist Church. I have been active in the
Kanawha Valley Emmaus Community. I
volunteer at The Carpenter’s Corner, a food
ministry in downtown Beckley. I was a leader in
a Celebrate Recover program in Beckley for
about 8 years. I have worked with several church
mission teams doing house repairs. I have a lot
of empathy for those who are hurting.
To me, VIM means changed lives. It has a large
impact on those serving on the teams. They see
the need and have the opportunity to be the
hands and feet of Christ. For the people on the
receiving end, they are thrown a life line, both
physically and spiritually. VIM is an opportunity
to carry out the Great Commission.

Wesleyan District
Bob Anderson
304-472-5419
revboban@gamil.com

Western District
Alan Williams
304-542-1427

revalanwilliams@gmail.com

VIM Journey’s
Alaska 2016

Annual Conference. We were welcomed by
Pastor Doug Handlong and members of the
congregation with lunch and warm hugs.
Our team was comprised of persons of
various ages, literally 13-79. The openness to
experience God through missions was made
perfectly clear through our daily devotions
and journal keeping.
After a couple days of adjusting to the time
change and gathering materials we began
the projects planned for us. Our work site for
this trip was also our host church and
congregation Anchor Park UMC. Our team
worked on remodeling of a bathroom,
removal of old countertops and installing
new cabinets. There was also some rewiring
and installing of lights in the sanctuary and
some minor mechanic work on the church
van that is used by mission teams. As with
anytime in your life it’s not all work. We
enjoyed the sights and sounds of Anchorage
and surrounding communities of Alaska.
We completed all of the work that had been
planned for us to do and then a little more,
too. Pastor Handlong invited Pastor Dave to
share about missions with the Anchor Park
congregation within which the invitation to
that congregation was extended to come to
WV to share in mission here. The invitation
was well received and they are planning to
send a team in 2017. Planning has begun for
WVVIM Alaska 2017.
God Bless!
Pastors David & Shari Dawn Stilgenbauer

Belfast Ireland VIM Journey

We arrived on Friday, July 29th, with our
WV VIM team of 10 from all over the WV

For fifteen years I have been
blessed to lead short term
volunteer mission work teams,
seven of which were to
Northern Ireland. This year
Team Leader Bart Thompson

invited me to accompany him as the spiritual
director for the Northern Ireland team of 23
UMs. We did
our usual daily
reading
of
journal, sharing
of
a
daily
devotion, and
processing:
“How’s this day
been for you?”
The last part is
always
the
place
where
much personal
and
team
growth takes
place. (Often
times, it takes
leaving home in
order
to
discover who
you are. Seeing how people in a foreign land
deal with their culture and issues provides a
mirror in which to see how we handle life.)
This year, we added a daily assignment for
spiritual awakening. Each team member
received a small blank daily journal, into
which they were given a “stick on
assignment.” The assignments began with a
focus on paying attention (at the heart of
spirituality in all religions) and gradually
building, day upon day, using the tools of
verbal word painting and story-telling, and
progressing up through steps toward nondualistic (careful observation without
rendering of good/bad judgments) living.
Each person was invited and encouraged to
find the key that fit in their present door to
deeper spirituality. They were allowed to do
it at their own pace. It is hoped that the
journey begun on our trip to a destination at
the same latitude of Alaska,

will continue to unfold once they returned to
a place called home. - Rev. Monty Brown
Our Work
Our time of mission
work was done at the
East Belfast Mission
(EBM). EBM is a
mission
of
the
Methodist Church of
Ireland. EBM is at
Skainos Square 239
Newtownards Road,
Belfast BT4 1AF. Skainos is a Greek word for
tent and the whole complex is a theological
masterpiece. The architecture is a constant
reminder of the presence of God, through
art, building materials, colors, and
landscaping.
The team worked on one of two projects:
JOY, which means joining older and younger,
and Refurb, which refurbishes books, bikes,
clothes, home furnishings, and bedding
materials to be resold and reused in the city
of Belfast.
Older people ministry in the Joy Program did
the following projects: dug potatoes from an
urban potato patch, made cupcakes, played
games, prayed, and shared our cultures by
just visiting with them.
Conclusion
Those who went on the trip had a
transformative experience. We met, visited,
worked with, and shared our faith with a
wonderful community of Methodist
Christians in Belfast. Northern Ireland is a
divided community, living with a cold peace.
We learned how easy it is for faith to be
exploited by extremists that shut out the
loving grace of God. We learned, that
extremists in every country, including our
own, are dangerous. Please pray for the
peace process in Northern Ireland and that
the cold peace will one day be a full just
peace. - Rev. Bart R. Thompson

A God Thing-Sandy Binotto

In 1989 I made my first VIM trip to Nigeria,
West Africa. Above is the team I was with.
Rev. Roger Burtner (second on the left
standing with white beard) was our leader.
He had been a missionary in Nigeria for 7
years. After hearing his stories and viewing
his 20 year old slides the Lord moved my
heart to sign up. It was the biggest step for
Christ I had ever taken. I had never been on
a plane and our team was gone for 3 weeks.
Upon returning home, Africa was stamped
on my heart. In 2004 and in 2008 I returned
with my own team. While there in 2004 the
team was asked to paint several school class
rooms in Jalingo, so we did. I remember the
two colors were blue and yellow. While
painting many children came to see what we
were doing. One young little guy came every
day and we soon gave him a paintbrush and
he gladly helped us.
Because he was so faithful and helped us we
gave him a bible in which I put my name and
email address. His name was Godswill and
his sister would come with him. We gave her
a little dress. I took several pictures of him
and soon our time in Africa was over and we
were homeward bound. About 9 months ago
I was contacted by Godswill and he asked if I
remembered him?

After a short conversation I went into the
picture archives and found the pictures I had
taken of him and his sister.

Soon
he
was
following me on
Facebook and we
re-connected. He is
a United Methodist
and is attending
school. He told me
that giving him the
bible had helped
him in his life. When he calls me through
messenger I can hear the drums playing the
background as he is in church and practicing
music and he loves the guitar.
As he follows me on Facebook his heart is
also moved to be involved in Volunteers in

Mission. It has been my dream to someday
take an International team somewhere.
I have been putting together the 2017 team
to LLHS Bungoma, Kenya and Godswill wants
to join us. I also have a team member who is
Nicaraguan/Columbian who is from Florida. I
met her through my travels to Puerto Rico,
long story. So why am I writing this?
Godswill will needs some funding for his trip.
I would love to help him but with Paul (my
husband) and I both going we just don’t have
the extra funds. If anyone would like to help
with his journey please let me know. It would
be a miracle for him to go and make his
dream come true. He would work with our
team and the students at Living Hope High
School. If you would like to contribute that
would be wonderful. Any amount would be
appreciated. You may contact me at
yashe4jc@hotmail.com-304-839-1505 for
more information.
Donations can be sent to Sandy Binotto, P.O.
Box 478, Augusta, WV. Checks payable to
Volunteers in Mission and earmarked
Godswill, LLHS Kenya 2017.

Living Hope High School,
Bungoma Kenya

with thanksgiving let your requests be made
known to God."

Science Lab is
completed.
Living Hope
High School is
harvesting
their second
crop of corn.
The harvest
was bountiful
but
not
abundant. We
are thankful
to God for what He provided. Most people in
the area, due to drought, did not get enough
corn to sustain them. Hunger will be a
district-wide problem in two months. The
community needs your prayers.
Current and
former Living
Hope
students are
rejoicing.

Facebook-Living Hope High School
Current and former Living Hope students are
rejoicing over the donations given by
dedicated
West
Virginia
Methodist
Christians that have helped enable them to
study and improve their futures. We now
have thirty Living Hope graduates in college
this September. Philippians 4:4, "Rejoice in
the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let
all men know your forbearance. The Lord is
at hand. Have no anxiety about anything, but
in everything by prayer and supplication

January 2017 another team from the WV
Conference will be traveling to the LHHS.
Any sewers who would like to make clothes
pin bags please contact Sandy Binotto
yashe4jc@hotmail.com

"What do missionaries wish
they had known before they
first went?"
"I wish I’d known how amazing it was
going to be!"
"I wish I had known how difficult
missions really is."
"I wish I had had more realistic
expectations."
"I wish I had known more about
myself and being patient."
"I wish I’d realized the importance of
pre-field training."
"I wish I had known about language
learning and missionary
relationships."
"I wish I had learned about spiritual
warfare."
"I wish I knew how to deal with
conflict."
"I wish I had known that we would be
nearly forgotten by those who had
been closest to us."
"I’m glad I didn’t know beforehand
what I would later find out."
To Read more about the statements
go to
http://www.askamissionary.com/question/31

Before you lead a team!
 get trained (to schedule a
training contact your VIM
Coordinator)
 register your team on the NEJ
website
 secure the UMVIM insurance

Good Reading for Team
Leaders

A Mission
Journey: A
Handbook for
Volunteers

Foreign to
Familiar; A
Guide to
Understanding
Hot- and ColdClimate Cultures

Before You Go: A
Daily Devotional

Ubuntu Journey Mozambique 2017
“Women of Faith and Determination”
Dates: July 18-26, 2017
Anticipated Cost: $ In progress. Includes estimated airfare, accommodations, meals, and incountry travel.

Bible Text: Exodus 3:7-10 “ I have heard their cry… indeed, I know their sufferings, and I have
come down to deliver them and to bring them up out of that land to a good, a land flowing with
milk and honey.”

Go with us to Mozambique where the United
Methodist Women eagerly await our arrival!
In 1990, the Igreja Methodista Unida em Mocambique
observed the 100th anniversary of the beginning of
church work in Mozambique. The theme of the
celebration was, “One Hundred years of preaching the
Gospel and witnessing through words and deeds
without ceasing.” Since the year 2000, the church
exists in the whole country, divided into North and
South Conferences and has tripled in size in the last 13
years, with some 150,000 members. And in 2008,
Bishop Joaquina Nhanala, was elected the first female
United Methodist Bishop in Africa! The church and
especially the women, are still working without
ceasing! You must be a part of this Ubuntu Journey to meet and know these amazing women!

Mission Goals:


Actively experience the exciting world-wide network of United Methodist Women
(UMW).



Discuss issues and concerns of United Methodist Women in Mozambique and the U.S.



Develop and participate in activities UMW can use for facilitating the reduction of low
esteem of women and children.



Identify areas and discuss methods UMW can utilize in ministering to vulnerable and voiceless
women.



Engage in Bible study based on identified needs of the group.

For additional information, contact team leader Sandy Binotto at Yashe4jc@hotmail.com or
304-839-1505

New Mission Opportunities
WV Flood Recovery 2016
If you would like to
help
with
the
Recovery in WV you
can
contact
JackLipphardt
304.639.7035-cell
jwlipphardt@aol.com
for a Volunteer form
or get one from the UMVIM for Rebuilding will be
going on for quite some time. Our Conference and
myself do thank all those that have already
volunteered to work and who have opened their
hearts, pulled up their sleeves and went to work to
help those affected by the disaster. For those who
used their pastoral skills to do spiritual care and all
the behind the scenes people who have worked
tirelessly to organize, to listen, to feed, house and
share the love of Christ.

Louisiana
Recovery

Alaska-WV Conference
June 28-July 12, 2017, contact David Stilgenbaurer
Team Leader
304-645-5570 revdaves@yahoo.com if interested.

Haiti- WV Conference
July 7-14, 2017- Rhonda Stout-Team Leader304-667-1980- echosprings08@msn.com

Peru
Never too early to start thinking about short-term
mission trips for 2017. Looking for teams in the
months of April, May, June, July, August, November
& December. Community Outreach, Children's
Ministry, Construction, Evangelism and more.
Please contact me if interested. Jonathan Edwards
jon1999peru@gmail.com
Calling out all of my medical friends, pastors,
contacts etc. If you know of any medical students
looking to do an internship, I have the place for

Flood

The Louisiana Annual
Conference—is
now
accepting teams to
respond to relief efforts.
Teams
may
register
here
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/UMCVolunteer
Registration for both the early response phase (i.e.
sorting through personal items, removing furniture
and other debris, mucking out homes and assessing
needs) and the recovery phase (i.e. rebuilding). Do
not self-deploy to Louisiana, but respectfully follow
the directions through this registration and
assignment of work teams.

Indiana Flood Recovery
There is an immediate need for volunteers in South
Bend Indiana. The need is for Assessors and ERT
Volunteers. They need help as soon as you can get
there.
Please
contact
Mike
Irvinemike.irvine@inumc.org to set up your volunteering
time.

them. Also, looking for
short-term medical teams, any size. They recently
hosted a team of 80 people!
Pass this along to anyone you know who is studying
medicine or works at a hospital or university medical
program.
You can come split you time between the ministries
here in Nueva Cajamarca and Yantalo (about 1 hr.
15 mins apart).
They would really like to have some medical staff full
time, so if you or someone you know might be
interested. Please let me know via my email
(jon1999peru@gmail.com)
or
through
FB.
Mission2Peru…………
To learn about more mission opportunities serve
go to the NEJ UMVIM website:
http://umvimnej.org/what_you_can_do/
Send a team

Date to Remember

UMCOR/UMVIM Academy
March 26-29, 2017
Location: at Pocono Plateau Camp & Retreat
Center in Cresco, Pa.
http://www.poconoplateau.org/
If you are interested in Disaster Relief please sign
up to go!
Registration will be on the NEJ UMVIM Website
soon!
http://umvimnej.org/welcome.html

Youth Mission

Financial Gifts
Financial gifts keep our VIM
ministry operating and strong! If you would like to
donate to VIM make checks payable to
“Conference Treasurer: and send them to P.O. Box
2469 Charleston, WV 25329
Please put “UMVIM, #804 in the memo line.

Disaster Coordinators
Dan and Sue Lowther- WV Disaster
Coordinators, Directors of New Vision Depot.
Rev. Dan Lowther: 304-642-0897
Rev. Sue Lowther: 304-642-0896
dclowther@gmail.com
wsuelowther@gmail.com
New Vision Depot - WV United Methodist
Conference Disaster Response- Facebook
Please also support the Disaster Coordinators and the
New Vision Depot with your financial donations.

If you are a youth from the WV Conference and will
be joining a VIM team you can receive some
scholarship funds by contacting the UMVIM
Coordinator for an application. UMVIM is one of the
most rewarding things a youth can do in their
formative years of their lives.

VIM Awareness Day
It shall be observed annually on
a date to be determined by the
annual conference." WV’s in the
third week in February.
After a Jurisdictional UMVIM Coordinators meeting
the group agreed that UMVIM could be celebrated
on Laity Sunday, since it is a lay movement in the
church. That date is October 16th. If you would like
to celebrate Volunteers in Mission on that day and
need someone to share about UMVIM please
contact Sandy Binotto or your District Coordinator.
Let us celebrate the great work Volunteers in
Mission is doing here and around the world!

NEJ UMVIM Coordinator
Rev. Tom Lank
c/o St. Luke UMC
568 Montgomery Ave.
Philadelphia, PA 19151
919-428-0461
nejvim@gmail.com
WEST VIRGINIA
CONFERENCE
Volunteers in Mission Coordinator
Sandy Binotto
P.O. Box 478
Augusta, WV 26704
304-839-1505
yashe4jc@hotmail.com

